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PLEASE TURN TO DISPARITY/2A

By MARGARITA SWEETING
Special to the South Florida Times

MIAMI-DADE — Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools has released 
an audit of the recent disparity re-
port that was challenged by Black 
community leaders and reveals 
several inaccuracies. 

“We recognized up front that 
there were significant inequities, 
thus the disparity study, thus the 
community input that we are invit-
ing,” said Superintendent Alberto 
Carvalho.

According to the report, there 
were several areas that were misre-
ported, including capital construc-
tion. The audit found discrepancies 
within the following categories: 
African-American businesses were 
only awarded contracts between 
$100,000 and $499,999 whereas 
other minorities received contracts 
of up to $5 million; non minority/
women owned businesses earned 
contracts of up to $10 million. 

“There is no excuse for the well-
documented inequity that has ex-
isted for more than 25 years in this 
school district and the community 
as a whole. That is why, as a sys-
tem, we have modified our policy 
creating new opportunities which 
if implemented right, will level the 
playing field for all. We have dra-
matically increased pre-qualified 
micro, small and minority enter-
prises to ensure that the shortcom-
ings of the past are not repeated,” 
said Carvalho.

Meanwhile, enough information 
within the report was so incomplete 
and inaccurate that it provided a 
flawed database and warranted the 
audit.  

“We found some exhibits that 
contained inaccurate information re-
garding contractors’ race/ethnicity/
gender. We also found inconsistencies 

in the location of some contractors’ 
principal place of business and state 
licenses status,” said Jose F. Montes de 
Oca, chief auditor, Office of Manage-
ment and Compliance Audits for M-
DCPS in a letter addressing the school 
board. 

First, MGT, the company 
responsible for completing the 
disparity study was to complete it 
in two phases: phase one analyzed 
expenditures for construction and 
construction related professional 
services; phase two will analyze 
the expenditures for goods and 
services. MGT submitted phase one 
in Nov., 2013 covering expenditures 
from July 1, 2006 through June 

30, 2012 using a population of 88 
capital construction projects to 
analyze whether disparity exists at 
the prime contractor level.

Using a sample of 47 
construction projects, the audit 
verified, among other items: the 
businesses’ corporate existence 
and principal place of business 
with the Florida Department of 
State Division of Corporations; 
its presence in the Miami-Dade, 
Broward, and Palm Beach tri-county 
area; its licensure status with the 
Florida Department of Business 
and Professional Regulation; and 
its ethnicity/gender classification 
through information maintained 

by M-DCPS, Florida Department of 
Management Services and Florida 
Department of Transportation Equal 
Opportunity Office. 

The audit found inaccurate in-
formation in 16 out of 64 exhibits in 
the report in areas such as race/eth-
nicity/gender classification and the 
location of the contractors’ princi-
pal place of business; and two of the 
firms included in the results did not 
have a valid state license. Further-
more, 13 of the 47 firms had busi-
nesses outside the tri-county area. 

Additionally, “the contract award 
data is inaccurate and the Black 

Audit criticizes disparity study
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PALM BEACH

By DAPHNE TAYLOR
Special to the South Florida Times

With the Riviera Beach 
Community Redevelopment 
Agency’s Executive Director, 
Tony Brown at the helm, Riv-
iera Beach, a predominantly 
black, waterfront city, is trans-
forming itself right before its 
residents’ eyes. Construction is 
already underway in a massive 
$375 million redevelopment of 
the city’s marina district, mak-
ing it one of the largest eco-
nomic development projects 
of any predominantly black 
city. According to city officials, 
construction at the marina is 
progressing very well. Several 
buildings have been demol-
ished, and crews are clearing 
the site to make way for the 
underground utility and infra-
structure improvements.  

The redevelopment has 
been ten years in the making, 
but finally became a reality in 
March, when residents voted 
to clear the path for the long-
awaited redevelopment of 

Marina site demolition commenced

PLEASE TURN TO MARINA/2A

BROWARD
REGION

By ALLISON HORTON
Special to the South Florida Times

The state of Florida accounts 
for 181,437 or 9.4 percent of 
the nation’s black-owned busi-
nesses, making it the third high-
est state behind New York and 
Georgia, according to U.S. Cen-
sus reports.

The Southern Florida Mi-
nority Supplier Development 
Council (SFMSDC) could be a 
key part of that success.  Since 
1975, the Miami-based SFMSDC 
has helped minority businesses 
in southern Florida obtain $25 
billion in contracts with major 
corporations like IBM, Office Depot and Burger King.

PLEASE TURN TO MINORITY/7A

Beatrice Louissaint

Supplier Council reaches 
25 billion in contracts
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The Urban League 
of Broward 
County hosted its 
annual Red Gala  
on Saturday, 
09/20/14, 
drawing more 
that 500 guests 
and raising nearly 
$250,000. Line 
dancing extended 
throughout the 
night. Fun was 
had by all.

FOR MORE 
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Marina: Demolition and construction crews pave the way for Riviera Beach's massive $375 million redevelopment of the marina district. The predominantly 
black waterfront city has launched perhaps the largest economic development project of any predominantly black city.
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Professor H.T. Smith, ESQ., Director of the Trial Advocacy Program at FIU College of Law, 
was presented the Sandra Day O’Connor Award by the Dade County Bar Association in 
recognition of his devoted and exemplary service benefi tting and enriching the community, 
bench and bar.
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sub-contractor issue isn’t discussed at 
all,” said Ron Frazier, CEO, BAC Funding 
Corporation. “They identify some issues 
with minority businesses, but do not 
identify the ethnicity of the minorities.”

Carvalho did announce however that 
an independent third party entity would 
be contracted to review the findings of 
the disparity study specifically related to 
sub-contractor data.

Problems such as these are why lead-
ers from the Urban League, the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP), and the BAC 
Funding Corporation made 15 recom-

mendations to M-DCPS after reviewing 
the report, such as a comprehensive 
compliance and monitoring program 
and a proper contractor payment data-
base.

Three weeks ago, M-DCPS agreed to 
address and implement 12 of the 15 rec-
ommendations and has launched “an im-
mediate implementation of the accepted 
recommendations.”

 “This community waited 30 years 
for a disparity study. We launched into it 
knowing that there would be controversy. 
The failure to do so would perpetuate the 
inequities that we knew existed,” said 
Carvalho. 

Contracting practices unfair

the city’s marina. Brown, along with city 
officials broke ground at the marina in 
April with a champagne toast on the city’s 
waterfront.  Prior to that, development had 
been halted several times due to lawsuits 
filed by dissident residents who opposed 
developers building at the marina, fearing 
it would shut out local residents. The 
political wrangling lasted more than a 
decade, and even after the March election, 
the opposing group, called “Citizens Task 
Force,” requested an injunction to block 
the development of the prime waterfront 
marina district, hoping to overturn the 
people’s vote. A judge, however, ruled 
in favor of the city. Now that a judge and 
the majority have spoken in favor of 
redevelopment, the project, which will 
literally transform parts of the city, is off 
the ground and running, finally becoming 
a reality. 

On a recent tour of the city, led by 
Brown, bulldozers and construction crews 
were at the marina site, paving the way for 
the massive transformation. “We’re now 
being put in a position to be the hub of the 
marine industry,” Brown said during the 
tour. 

When the redevelopment is complete, 
it will be a large scale, public-private part-
nership between the city, the CRA, and 
Viking Developers, LLC to develop por-
tions of the 26-acre marina district over 
10 years, providing some 1,000 jobs. The 
first phase, to be completed by fall 2015, 
will include a two-story events center, on 
the site of the current Newcomb Hall. The 
center will feature a main ballroom which 
seats 300 people. It will also house smaller 
meeting rooms for community groups, 
a restaurant, a café and a rooftop terrace 
overlooking the water. This phase will also 
include a  $4 million makeover to Bicen-
tennial Park which will include a concert 
stage, a fountain for children and conces-
sions. Improvements are being made to 

the infrastructure to accommodate a pro-
posed marina village. 

“A lot of progress is being made in the 
marina district - work crews have started 
clearing the site to make way for the new 
event center; and the multi-million dollar 
renovation of Bicentennial Park is starting 
next month,” said Riviera Beach Council-
man Bruce Guyton, a leading proponent 
of the marina development. “I’m excited 
about the progress being made in our 
city.”

But the progress in the city has 
stretched beyond just the marina district. 
Yet another milestone was reached Sep-
tember 18 on the city’s “Singer Island,” 
with a demolition that will clear the way 
for a planned walkway connecting the 
popular Ocean Mall to a proposed park-
ing facility. It’s another comprehensive 
redevelopment project led by Brown and 
the CRA. More than 100 Riviera Beach of-
ficials, community leaders, residents and 
guests gathered to celebrate the occasion 
and enjoyed live music and food sam-
plings from the area’s best restaurants, 
including Romana’s Pizza Restaurant, Two 
Drunken Goats, Johnny Longboats, Soul 
Food Take Out & Catering and McCray’s 
Backyard BBQ.

 “Singer Island is a popular destination 
in the City of Riviera Beach and we want 
to provide guests with a first-rate experi-
ence and convenient access to parking,” 
said Brown. 

The improvements on Singer Island are 
an important component of the CRA’s re-
development plan now underway in des-
ignated areas of the city, including the Ma-
rina District, the Broadway Corridor and 
Riviera Beach Heights. As the city fights 
an image of crime, which is actually down 
in the city, the goal is to improve the qual-
ity of life for residents by enhancing the 
cleanliness and visual appeal of the city’s 
neighborhoods.

Marina redevelopment on track
MARINA, FROM 1A

DEMOLITION:  Existing buildings make way for progress.
PHOTO COURTESY OF DAPHNE TAYLOR

Sandra Day O’Connor Award
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By PAUL SCHOTT 
Greenwich Time

GREENWICH, Conn. (AP) — 
Census records do not know for 
sure, but they put Peter John Lee 
between the ages of 16 and 24 on 
the night in 1830 when he and six 
other slaves escaped their plan-
tation and boarded a boat off Vir-
ginia's shore. 

What happened on their jour-
ney north is lost to history, the 
kind not written down. But Lee 
did not stop until he reached 
Connecticut, and eventually 
landed at the late-17th century 
wood-shingled house that now 
stands at the corner of Byram 
Road and U.S. 1. 

The story of his life there, tri-
umphant and tragic, is the story 
of countless slaves who risked 
all for freedom in pre-Civil War 
America — and it is the basis for 
the Thomas Lyon House's induc-
tion Sunday into the Connecticut 
Freedom Trail, which designates 
important sites in African-Amer-
ican history throughout the state. 

“It documents one more part 
of the history that belongs to this 
house,” said Jo Conboy, chair-
woman of the Greenwich Preser-
vation Trust, which documented 
Lee's connection to the house 
and applied for the Freedom 
Trail designation. “The house 
matters because there is history 
here. It's solid history, and it tells 
us what was here and what went 
on here.” 

Already listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, the 
Thomas Lyon House joins two 
other Greenwich properties on 
the Freedom Trail, First Baptist 
Church and Little Bethel A.M.E. 
Church. 

The Nutmeg State was hardly 
a haven for African Americans 
when Lee set out for the North -- 
there was a lot of anxiety among 
whites about the prospect of 
large numbers of blacks arriving 
— but it was still much safer than 
New York or the mid-Atlantic 
states. 

“One of things that Connecti-
cut at that time did is it provided 

for jury trials for escaped slaves,” 
said Yohuru Williams, a history 
professor at Fairfield University. 
“That would've made it possible 
for slaves to present evidence 
to demonstrate their liberty 
and to testify against their cap-
tors, which would've put slave 
catchers in great jeopardy. Slave 
catchers didn't want to run the 
risk of being arrested or even in-
carcerated.” 

For Seth Lyon, then head of 
the house built by his ancestor, 
Thomas, hiring Lee was practical. 
He was a widower, needed help 
running his farm, and had two 
sons to raise. 

Lee was joined by his wife, 
though not much is known about 
her, and records do not indicate 
how she came to be free. But the 
southern transplant apparently 
lived in the house with the Lyons, 
and working there appeared to 
be agreeable for him. 

“He bore a good character 
for industry and became quite 
a favorite in the neighborhood,” 
abolitionist W. Johnston, secre-
tary of the New York Vigilance 
Committee, wrote of Lee in a July 
1844 letter that appeared later 
that year in the Emancipator and 
Republican. 

But danger lurked only yards 
away, on the other side of the By-
ram River. Lee's former owners 
had obtained a requisition from 
the governor of Virginia to the 
New York governor to apprehend 
Lee and his six fellow escapees, 
and charge them with stealing 
a boat. The New York governor 
signed off on the request, which 
authorized fugitive-slave hunters 
known as blackbirders to cap-
ture Lee. 

They could not simply storm 
across the Byram River and kid-
nap Lee in Greenwich, however. 
Their jurisdiction did not extend 

over the state line. So they hired a 
man to tell Lee that a friend want-
ed to see him across the river, in 
what is now Port Chester. There 
they struck. 

The November 1836 abduc-
tion sparked an uproar in the 
northern press. 

“He was immediately seized 
by ten or a dozen ruffians, bound, 
and thrown into a wagon, which 
was then driven at great speed 
for New York,” the New York Sun 
reported on Nov. 23, 1836. “Great 
excitement prevails both at Rye 
and Byrum (sic), in consequence 
of this outrage.” 

Lyon and a Justice Brown, of 
Rye, New York, wrote to the may-
or of New York about the kidnap-
ping, but their entreaties were 
fruitless. 

From New York, Lee was tak-
en back to Virginia. He initially 
faced the death penalty, presum-
ably for the theft of the boat. But, 

as Johnston noted, his life was 
spared because slaves were re-
garded “not so valuable dead as 
alive.” He was then handed back 
to his former masters. 

Seven years after his capture, 
Lee fled again. Again traveling 
by boat, he led a group of about 
a dozen other escaped slaves, 
Johnston recounted in his let-
ter. Pursued by boats in the U.S. 
Revenue Cutter Service, they 
landed in Cape May, New Jersey 
and fled the seamen through the 
woods. Lee was among the 11 
who reached New York. There, 
Johnston's vigilance committee 
helped them journey on to Can-
ada, where their freedom was 
assured. 

What became of Lee north 
of the border is apparently un-
known. 

But now, almost 180 years af-
ter he was abducted, Lee is en-
shrined as an important figure in 
Greenwich history. 

And its place on the Freedom 
Trail will help assure the contin-
ued survival and upkeep of the 
house where he lived. 

“This recognition adds to 
the house's prominence and is a 
reason for restoration,” said First 

Selectman Peter Tesei. “We're 
very much in support of efforts 
to have it properly restored and 
be a place that can be visited for 
educational purposes.” 

Greater awareness of the 
house's educational possibilities 
could be one of the greatest ben-
efits of the new designation. Pres-
ervation Trust members envision 
students leading tours of the 
house. The focus on a younger 
audience is an ideal way to pro-
mote the house, historians say. 

“The great thing is we're say-
ing that we recognize the value of 
history and we recognize that his-
tory is sometimes best remem-
bered in built environments,” 
said Williams, of Fairfield Univer-
sity. “To be able to visit and touch 
spaces such as the Lyon House 
is as important as the words and 
stories about the people who oc-
cupied them. We don't want to 
ever lose sight of our past.” 

Greenwich house used by escaped slaves recognized 
Received by Newsfinder from AP 
Sep 18 2014, 08:55 Eastern Time 

Editors Note An AP Member Feature Exchange

Greenwich house used by escaped slaves recognized
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FREEDOM TRAIL:  Thomas Lyon House in Greenwich, Connecticut was home to runaway slave Peter John Lee and his wife.
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By CALIBE THOMPSON
Special To The South Florida Times

 
The phrase African-

American fails to de-
scribe who I am. Call me 
Caribbean-American, 
Ja m a i c a n - A m e r i c a n , 
Black-American, and I’m 
okay with that. But call 
any Caribbean person 
African American and we 
are likely to cut you to bits 
with our eyes.

 We are proud of our 
African heritage, but for 
most of us, it is now so 
far removed that it is only 
historically significant. 
Collectively we are most 
proud of the rich, vibrant, 
colorful, talk-bad, kiss-
teeth, multi-ethnic, multi-cultural heritage that census takers 
and those who don’t hang around with us too much, seem to 
overlook. We’ve become Americans to chase the dream, but 
our Caribbean identity has been swallowed up and mud-
dled into the general population. While your census may 
choose to place us in familiar boxes for its own convenience, 
our association with our home islands is not something we 
take lightly, ever.

 Consider this. When asked - “what are you?” Americans 
may answer, “black mixed with native American and asian.” 
A Jamaican of any hue or hair texture will answer’  “Jamai-
can.” Our Caribbean-ness is our race, our identity, the thing 
that gives us the confidence to believe innately, as Babacar 
Mbow stated in my recent interview with him, that “we’re not 
better than anybody, but no one is better than us.”

 Rather than complain about our lack of recognition, 
I’ve chosen to put us front and center. With the help of a 
great team, I’ve create a TV show, a window into our world. 
Beyond the festivals, carnivals, blue mountain coffee and 
steel band music, I’ve chosen to share some of our col-
lective joys and struggles, the things that move and en-
tertain us and the people we’re proud to have as part of 
our Caribbean-American family. Our community at large 
likes to have a good time. So do I, trouble maker that I am. 
Enjoy the column and stay tuned for the full extent of my 
musings on our new TV show “The Caribbean Diaspora 
Weekly.” See you Sunday mornings at 11:30AM on SFL 
(The CW Network)

About the Author; Calibe Thompson is the host and pro-
ducer of the TV show The Caribbean Diaspora Weekly and 
multiple other radio and television projects reflecting mod-
ern Caribbean culture. Watch The CDW Sunday mornings 
at 11:30AM on SFL (The CW Network) through fall 2014 and 
on South Florida Times website SFLTimes.com coming soon. 
Calibe can be reached at calibe@blondieras.com

I am 
Caribbean-
American
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Caribbean

The following news items were compiled from Associated Press reports.

NEWS IN BRIEF

KINGSTON
Jamaica – Jamaica has recently positioned itself to 
nearly double the amount of electricity it generates 
from renewable sources. Three companies entered 
into an agreement with the government to distribute 
wind and solar energy. The agreements are valued at 
$200 million.

 

PORT-AU-PRINCE
Haiti – Five inmates escaped for prison in the northern 
city of Cap-Haitian on Saturday. Two of the prisoners 
were captured.  This is the second breakout from the 
prison in less than two months

 

SAN JUAN
Puerto Rico-Puerto Rico’s government announced 
the construction of a $108 million real estate project 
on the island.  New York developer Nicholas Prouty 
will build 252 new apartments that will open by mid-
2017.

 

SANTO DOMINGO 
Dominican Republic-Health authorities acknowledge 
a mosquito-borne virus has sickened nearly 500,000 
people in the country, Health Ministry official Carmen 
Adames says the chikungunya virus has sickened 109 
newborns.

CHARLOTTE AMALIE, U.S. Virgin Islands (AP) — The 
director of the Caribbean Public Health Agency urged 
leaders in the region to proceed with caution as the de-
bate about decriminalizing marijuana intensifies. 

Dr. James Hospedales says he is concerned about the 
adverse effects of pot smoking, especially on adolescents. 

He spoke Friday at an annual conference organized by 
the Caribbean Tourism Organization. 

His comments come as Caribbean leaders debate 
whether they should legalize medical marijuana and 
how courts should handle charges of possession of small 
amounts of the drug. 

A preliminary report by a Caribbean trade bloc found 
that decriminalizing medical marijuana could help boost 
the region’s economy. Caricom expects to review a final 
report on the issue by February 2016. 

Activists in Jamaica, St. Lucia and other islands have 
been pushing to legalize marijuana use. 

Caribbean health expert warns 
about marijuana use

PHOTO COURTESY OF PAHO.ORG

Dr. James Hospedales

By I. JABULANI TAFARI

President-Elect of the United States National Bar Association, Benjamin Crump, is calling upon the Jamaican gov-
ernment to combat the police brutality that is currently being inflicted on citizens of that island. Crump, a U.S. Civil 
Rights attorney who represents Michael Brown’s family in Missouri and who represented Trayvon Martin’s family 
in Florida, further declared that in order for police brutality to stop, citizens of every nation must stand up to their 
governments and demand just and equal treatment.

Speaking at a press conference in Miami on Friday, September 19, 2014, Mr. Crump said, “Human Rights viola-
tions cannot be tolerated whether they occur in Sanford, Florida, in Ferguson, Missouri, or in Montego, Jamaica.”

Friday’s press conference in Miami was organized by Jamaican attorney Michael Lorne who is representing the 
family of Mario Deane, a young Jamaican who died in police custody on August 6th this year in Montego Bay after be-
ing arrested for possession of a small amount of marijuana for personal use. Jamaican police first said the youth fell 
off a bunk bed and later stated that he was beaten to death by other inmates. However, the Jamaican attorney said 
the pending case clearly resulted from police brutality and/or misconduct and he is endeavoring to internationalize 
the issue of Mario Deane’s death. 

Lorne disclosed that when forensic pathologist Michael Baden M.D., the former Chief Medical Examiner of New 
York City for 25 years, came to Jamaica on September 2nd to perform an autopsy on Mario Deane’s body, he deter-
mined that the youth died from a beating inflicted on his head and neck. Lorne also said that an independent com-
mission established by the Jamaican government to investigate police brutality is seeking to press charges against 
three Montego Bay policemen identified by other prisoners as being involved in Deane’s death. In a similar case, the 
Jamaican attorney is representing the family of Oshane Dothlyn who was also arrested for possession of marijuana in 
Kingston in February this year. He too died in police custody under suspicious circumstances, with law enforcement 
claiming that he was hanged. 

U.S. Lawyers seek justice in Jamaica
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Business

By MICHELLE HOLLINGER

FORT LAUDERDALE 
— Shifting from the use 
of “we,” to “I,” may take a 
while for Anthony “Tony” 
Brunson. The consummate 
team player is taking the 
entrepreneurial plunge 
after more than three de-
cades at a highly success-
ful accounting firm, yet 
Brunson’s penchant for 
sharing the glory with his 
colleagues and staff re-
mains conspicuously pres-
ent even when asked to 
describe personal aspects 
of his success. 

Bitten by the busi-
ness bug at an early age, 
Brunson explained that as 
a youth, if he wasn’t sell-
ing trinkets at sporting 

events himself, he would 
have someone else selling 
on his behalf. He credits 
his father with exposing 
him to the fundamentals of 
business. 

“His teachings about 
expenses, and business 
and how to treat people,” 
fueled Brunson’s desire 
to pursue a career in ac-
counting. And after spend-
ing nearly 30 years as 
a partner at Sharpton, 
Brunson & Company, the 
largest African-American 
full-service CPA firm in 
the southeast U.S., and a 
noted “Top 25 Account-
ing Firm” in South Florida, 
with offices in Miami, Fort 
Lauderdale, and Tallahas-
see,” Brunson has decided 
to “test his entrepreneurial 
mettle,” by launching An-
thony Brunson P.A. 

Known for being very 
detail-oriented, Brunson’s 
in-depth knowledge of 
the audit and reporting 
requirements of various 
industries undoubtedly 
played a major role in his 
success, however, he said 
that being “an incredibly 
spiritual and thankful guy,” 
was the primary factor. 

“Having faith…has 
shown itself time and time 
again throughout my busi-
ness career. When things 
really seemed to get tough 
and we didn’t know where 
the next payroll was com-
ing from, good things just 
seemed to happen and ap-
pear,” he said.

Second to his father, 
boxing great Muhammad 
Ali’s unapologetic confi-
dence impressed a young 
Brunson. “He lived in the 
neighborhood, we got a 
chance to see him as a kid 
and follow his success. He 
was a gentleman who was 
grounded and lifted others 
up,” Brunson said about the 
former heavyweight cham-
pion who lived in Miami 
for a few years during the 
1960s and early ‘70s.

The opportunity to also 
lift others up prompted 
Brunson to leave national 
accounting powerhouse, 
Price Waterhouse, where 
he was responsible for 
managing and conducting 
audits. 

“In the early 80s there 
weren’t many options for 
folk that looked like me, 
so I wanted to be a part 
of creating an opportunity 
for creating  professional 
firm that was top notch and 
provided that opportunity,” 
he said of his motivation to 
help establish Sharpton, 
Brunson and Company in 
1985. 

He sees the firm’s abil-
ity to “provide an opportu-
nity for a lot of minorities 
and women and others that 
didn’t necessary get the 
opportunities with the na-
tional firm,” as his biggest 
accomplishment, so far. 

At 56, Brunson said, 
“I’m at the stage of my 
life where we want to go 
out and test my mettle, to 
test my entrepreneurial 

fitness.” His mother, Juanita 
Brunson, 79, said that she 
and the entire family have 
no doubt that Brunson’s 
new endeavor will be a 
huge success. 

“He can make things 
happen,” said Brunson’s 

first teacher, who, as a for-
mer Head Start instructor, 
homeschooled her son 
before he began public 
school. “I taught him a lot 
at home. When he started 
school, he was ahead of the 
other students.”

Former clients also 
sing Brunson’s praise. 
Max Rothman, president 
and CEO of The Alliance 
for Aging, said that his 
agency’s experience with 
“Brunson has been very 
positive.” Rothman said 

Brunson and his staff main-
tained an outstanding level 
of professionalism, includ-
ing timely submission of 
audits and an “excellent 
working relationship with 
our staff.”

Germaine Smith-Baugh, 

president and CEO of the 
Urban League of Broward 
County shared similar sen-
timents. Smith-Baugh said 
that Brunson’s assets are 
many, and “his integrity, 

Tony Brunson, successful CPA, goes solo

PLEASE TURN TO BRUNSON/7A

Anthony Brunson
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Domestic violence is a pat-
tern of abusive behavior in which 
a person uses coercion, decep-
tion, harassment, humiliation, 
manipulation, and/or force to 
establish or maintain power and 
control over an intimate partner. 
Domestic violence crosses eth-
nic, racial, age, national origin, 
sexual orientation, religious, and 
socioeconomic lines. The major-
ity of victims of 
domestic violence 
in heterosexual 
relationships are 
women. In fact, 
one out of every 
three adult women 
experiences at 
least one physical 
assault by an inti-
mate partner during adulthood.

The statistics reveal that do-
mestic violence is one of the 
most important public health is-
sues in our country. The Surgeon 
General reports that domestic 
violence causes more injury to 
adult women than cancers, heart 
attacks, or strokes. FBI statistics 
point out that a woman is battered 
every 15-18 seconds in the Unit-
ed States. More than three mil-
lion children witness domestic 
violence, and more than four mil-
lion women are battered to death 
by their husbands or boyfriends 
each year. Approximately one 
third of female murder victims 
in the United States are killed by 
their husband or boyfriend.

African-American women ex-
perience domestic violence 35 
percent more often than white 
women and 22 percent more of-
ten than women of other races.  
Still more sobering, African-
American women are more like-
ly to be shot by an intimate part-
ner than women of other races. 
This violent epidemic must be 
addressed if we are to protect 
and preserve the black commu-
nity and more specifically, the 
black family.  Factors such as un-
employment and underemploy-
ment, poor schools, inadequate 
vocational skills and training, 
sub-standard housing, the influ-
ence and use of drugs, and the 
density of liquor stores in the in-
ner city, contribute to the prob-
lem of domestic violence. All of 

these ingredients may contrib-
ute to a negative dynamic that 
often leads to domestic violence. 
Still worse, many black women 
maintain the cultural “code of 
silence,” failing to report the 
abuse, separate from the abus-
er, or seek help.  This silence 
can have devastating conse-
quences not only for the victim, 
but for children who witness 

violence and per-
petuate the cycle 
into their own 
adulthood, further 
weakening our 
communities.

Recent nega-
tive publicity 
surrounding the 
video of former 

NFL player, Ray Rice, knocking 
his then-fiancée unconscious in 
an elevator has caused the issue 
to take center stage, particularly 
in social media circles.  However, 
despite the disparate opinions 
on whether the NFL decision was 
too harsh; whether Rice should 
have been prosecuted; or even 
caustic commentary on whether 
“she deserved it” or “why she 
stayed,” the controversy has 
sparked something much more 
important.  The National Domes-
tic Violence Hotline saw an 84 
percent increase in phone calls 
in the two days following the vid-
eo leak.  There were hundreds 
of calls from women who saw 
themselves in that elevator.  The 
good news, therefore is that the 
video of the Ray Rice incident is 
sparking a national conversation 
about domestic violence and en-
couraging more women to reach 
out for help.  As a community, Af-
rican Americans must encourage 
a healthy dialog about this criti-
cal issue.  We must communicate 
clearly that domestic violence is 
a threat to our survival as a peo-
ple.  We cannot afford to be silent.  
African-American lives, families 
and communities depend on it.

Roslyn Clark Artis, JD, EdD. Presi-
dent - Florida Memorial Univer-
sity, 15800 N.W. 42nd Avenue, Mi-
ami Gardens, Florida 33054-6199.
Phone: (305) 626-3604,  Fax: (305) 
626-3769; Email: Roslyn.Artis@
fmuniv.edu

Survival of 
black families 
threatened Like the hammering of car-

penters driving nails, the loud 
sound most heard coming from 
black and white liberal politi-
cos during the last two years is 
the complaint about black voter 
suppression across America. 
Predictably, black “leadership,” 
in classical civil rights mode, has 
geared its slim resources and 
good will to combat this new as-
sault against democracy through 
America’s legal sys-
tem. 

Somehow, so-
called black leaders 
still believe that a le-
gal system that has 
systematically failed 
to implement the 
1954 Supreme Court 
decision to integrate 
public schools, the 
same legal system 
that blatantly dis-
criminates against  
black people, will 
suddenly not be 
white nationalistic 
and provide just de-
cisions for Ameri-
ca’s black voters.

In Minneso-
ta, for example, 
where leaders la-
ment that some 300 thousand 
mostly black voters don’t have 
the newly required credentials 
needed in order to vote, no 
discernable movement is afoot 
that ensures their ability to vote 
in the November general elec-
tion. Unless logic betrays me, 
developing a means to get 300 
thousand voters the required 
credentials is a winning strat-
egy.

People power is that great 
untapped resource available 
throughout black America. And, 
with churches on almost every 
block, a campaign could have 
easily ignited, flowing over to 
other cities and states across the 
nation. Voter suppression should 
have been used as an organiz-
ing tool. In Minnesota, 300 thou-
sand disaffected citizens could 
have transformed as a new and 
powerful political and economic 
base.

Unfortunately, black lead-
ership is married to the poli-
tics of containment. The vast 
majority of those “chosen few” 
black leaders are proven to be 
classically conditioned – in the 

Pavlovian manner. (After Ivan 
Pavlov, a Russian physiologist 
and scientist who rang a bell, 
waited a minute and then let a 
dog have a plate with meat. Af-
ter repeating that process 500 
times with the same dog, Dr. 
Pavlov rang the bell, waited a 
minute then let the dog have a 
plate with no meat and the dog 
reacted as though it had eaten 
meat.)

So, for too many black so-
called leaders and people that 
follow them, the bell of liberty 
rings in their ears, but the meat 
of that liberty is yet theirs to 
have. However, they are condi-
tioned to believe that liberty 
white Americans enjoy is theirs, 
as well, no matter the opposite 
everyday reality all black peo-
ple face.

Mainly, the politics of con-
tainment provides and main-
tains a special place well below 
the white norm for people of Af-
rican descent. It is a worldwide 
phenomenon whose historical 
antecedent is the Trans-Atlantic 
African Slave Trade. There is ab-
solutely no meaningful dissen-
tion among white liberals and 
conservatives about sustaining 
this system of control.

Therefore, unless and until 
people of African descent repu-
diate the politics of containment, 
black progress will remain mea-
sured as one step forward and 
two steps backward while other 
people of the world move force-
fully ahead. The politics of con-
tainment must be replaced by 

the politics of access!
Access cannot be obtained 

without organization. Black peo-
ple cannot get organized by ac-
quiescing to the status quo. That 
is why repudiation is necessary. 
Community control is vital. Re-
sources must be reevaluated 
and maximum utilization plans, 
designs and implementation 
strategies processed and placed 
in effect.

Don’t get it 
twisted, this is no 
quick fix. It will not 
be easy. Organiz-
ing is hard work. It 
is spiritual, mental 
and physical work. 
Organizing means 
bringing people 
together, focusing 
on common inter-
ests and the com-
mon good. Only an 
organized people 
can both fight-off 
containment and 
inculcate compre-
hensive positive 
social change.                                                                                     

We have got 
to remember and 
u n a s h a m e d l y 
spread the truth 

about white America’s fear that 
black people will organize. From 
slavery’s plantation fields to this 
very day, white America imple-
ments pogroms, devices and 
programs, including mis-edu-
cation, incarceration, economic 
and voter suppression and po-
lice brutality to control Ameri-
cans of African descent.

Be ready, though, for imme-
diate counterattack from white 
America. After all, black people 
organizing for our self-interest 
is an attack upon the status quo, 
i.e., an attack on white America. 
Their first wave will be Negro 
“leaders” calling organizers rad-
icals and black nationalists. The 
white press and conservatives 
will chime in labeling the move 
as socialist and Muslim led.

You know what? Keep on 
moving forward. 

Al Calloway is a longtime 
journalist who began his career 
with the Atlanta Inquirer dur-
ing the early 1960s civil rights 
struggle. He is writing a book 
of essays. He may be reached at 
Al_Calloway@verizon.net

We must repudiate the 
politics of containment

Press Statement
Marie Harf
Deputy Department Spokesperson, Office of 
the Spokesperson, U.S. Department of State

The United States is deeply con-
cerned by the arrest of newspaper edi-
tor Outsa Mokone by the Government of 
Botswana on charges of sedition relating 
to an article published by his newspaper 
The Sunday Standard. The United States 
strongly values freedom of the press, 
which is a key component of democratic 
governance. Freedom of expression and 
media freedom, both of which foster the 
exchange of ideas and facilitate trans-
parency and accountability, are essential 
components for democracy. Outsa Mo-
kone’s arrest is inconsistent with these 
fundamental freedoms and at odds with 
Botswana’s strong tradition of democrat-
ic governance.

Government of Botswana response 
to US State Department Press Statement 
on Mr. Mokone

The Government of Botswana notes 
with dismay a press statement attributed 
to Ms. Marie Harf, Deputy Department 
Spokesperson U.S. State Department, ex-
pressing concern about the arrest of Mr. 
Outsa Mokone.

We find it unfortunate to say the least 
that a foreign Government, much less 
one that professes to be a friend and 
partner of Botswana, should issue such 
a statement about an ongoing judicial 

process in our country, without even 
having first approached the appropri-
ate authorities for clarification on the 
matter. In this respect, we can confirm 
that at no point prior to the issuance of 
the said press statement did any rep-
resentative of the US Government ap-
proach our Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Cooperation, as is the 
accepted diplomatic norm.

We further note that the case involving 
Mr. Mokone is still before the courts and 
will be resolved through the judicial 
process. It would thus be inappropriate for 
us to comment on the case in the context 
of sub judice. In this respect, the executive 
branch of the Government of Botswana 
remains mindful of its responsibility to 
uphold the rule of law, without fear or 
favour, in the context of the well known 
independence of our judiciary and law 
enforcement agencies. We can only hope 
that outsiders who profess to be informed 
will exercise similar restraint and not 
encourage lawlessness in Botswana. 

That Botswana’s staunch adherence to 
the rule of law is widely recognised as re-
flected in our position in the latest, 2014, 
World Justice Project Rule of Law Index 
where we are currently ranked 25th in the 
world, just below the Americans who are 
themselves only at number 20.

Further to the above, we would note 
that as a nation under the rule of law the 
Government of Botswana does not detain 
anyone indefinitely, much less hold them 
in occupied portions of third countries in 
violation of international law, e.g. Guanta-
namo.

We are, moreover, of the view that if 
the Government of the United States of 
America is concerned about the detention 
of journalists, they might be better placed 
to deal with current allegations of abuse 
in their own country, such as the recent 
alleged assault and detention without 
charge by law enforcement person-
nel of the Washington Post reporter Mr. 
Wesley Lowery, while he was attempting 
to cover the unrest in Ferguson Missouri, 

subsequent to the fatal police shooting 
of 18 year old Michael Brown. 

It is also well known that the Missouri 
incident fits patterns of documented 
abuse, as is reflected by various additional 
sources, e.g. the UN Working Group of Ex-
perts on People of African American De-
scent, which has reported evidence to the 
UN Human Rights Council, of a 2012 survey 
that at least 136 unarmed African Ameri-
cans were gunned down by police, securi-
ty guards and/or self-appointed vigilantes 
in the United States of America in a single 
year. 

Given the above, the American Gov-
ernment might wish to put its own house in 
order before rushing to hastily comment 
on the judicial affairs of others.

It may be noted that the Government 
of Botswana does not normally discuss 
such matters in the public domain as we 
recognise that there are appropriate dip-
lomatic channels and protocols for the 
exchange of views among our interna-
tional partners.

On the Arrest 
for Sedition in 
Botswana of 
Outsa Mokone

PHOTO COURTESY OF  KUNGAHUSET.SE

PREPARATIONS UNDERWAY:  The King and Queen with journalists. From left: Duncan Kgangkenna, Pusa Kedidimetse, Gideon Nkala 
and Outsa Mokone. 

  
 People 

power is that 
great untapped 
resource 

available throughout black 
America. And, with churches on 
almost every block, a campaign 
could have easily ignited, 
flowing over to other cities and 
states across the nation.
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Owner/Operator 
Honoree

Al Sharpton
Humanitarian 

Honoree

Iyanla Vanzant
Inspirational 

Honoree

Will Packer
Arts & 

Entertainment 
Honoree

Dhani Jones
Sports Honoree (not shown)
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All of the McDonald’s® 365Black® Award honorees deserve 

recognition, but for them, nothing is more fulfi lling than helping 

others. Please join us as we applaud their dedication and let us all be 

inspired to be deeply rooted in the communityTM by giving back. 

Find your motivation at 365Black.com. 

SERVING OTHERS IS THE GREATEST REWARD OF ALL.

BRUNSON, FROM 5A

MINORITY, FROM 1A

professionalism and I’ll be 
there for you attitude” has 
helped her agency to excel. 
Smith-Baugh said Brunson’s 
support helped to make 
her transition into the CEO 
role a success and he was 
instrumental in the organi-
zation’s ability to acquire 
its new headquarters, an 
$8.2 million 28,000 square 
feet, state-of-the-art cen-
ter adjacent to the African 
American Research Library 
and Cultural  Center in Ft. 
Lauderdale.

Displaying a confidence 
similar to his childhood 
idol, Brunson said that with 
his solo effort, he expects to 
“fully achieve what capacity 
may be within me as a pro-
fessional. We bring a num-
ber of years of wisdom and 
a wealth of industry knowl-
edge,” to the new endeavor. 
“It’s time to bundle that and 
see how far it can carry the 
next organization.”

When he’s not crunch-
ing numbers or blazing 
new trails, Brunson said he 
can be found in a park en-
joying the tranquility that 
the open space provides 
or engaging in his favorite 
pastime, fishing. The di-
vorced father of five is also 
a jazz and blues enthusiast 
whose playlist is likely to in-
clude “folk like Sara Vaughn 
and Dizzy Gillepsie, Louis 
Armstrong…B.B. King and 
Bobby Blue Bland.”

The Jackson State Uni-
versity graduate attended 
Dartmouth College, where 
he completed his fellow-
ship in the Minority Busi-
ness Enterprise Program. 
Brunson’s solo practice has 
two locations; 333 Las Olas 
Way, CU 4, in Fort Lauder-
dale, and at 801 Brickell 
Avenue, Suite 900 in Miami. 
Both locations will offer 
comprehensive CPA ser-
vices to a host of businesses 
and organizations through-
out South Florida.

“We’re open and avail-
able for business,” said 
Brunson.

Michelle Hollinger can 
be reached at michellehol-
linger303@gmail.com.

Brunson 
departs

Corporations 
actively engaged

“Our mission is to help minority 
businesses grow and to match them with 
contracting opportunities with corporate 
members, said Beatrice Louissaint, 
president and CEO of SFMSDC, which 
is one of 24 regional councils affiliated 
with the National Minority Supplier 
Development Council. 

 Last year, minority companies -- 
from business startups to large compa-
nies-- certified with SFMSDC garnered 
$4.6 billion in sales, Louissaint said. The 
council helps companies in 16 counties 
in Southern Florida.  Most of the com-
panies are in Miami Dade, Broward and 
Palm Beach counties.  Minority busi-
nesses must be certified with the SFMS-
DC as a company owned by an African 
American, Hispanic, Asian American or 
Native American. 

Top minority business owners and 
corporate members will be honored Fri-
day at the 39th annual SFMSDC Awards 
gala at Jungle Island in Miami. Miami 
Dade College will be honored with the 
Presidential Award for its contributions 
to minority small businesses, said Louis-
saint, who is also a board member of the 
Miami Dade College Foundation.  

 MDC has programs that benefit 
small business owners including Gold-
man Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses 
program, which provides practical 
business skills such as accounting, ne-
gotiating and marketing to small busi-
ness owners.

This year’s Crystal Award will be 
presented to Florida Power & Light, one 
of the original founders of SFMSDC, for 
its commitment to minority business 
development, Louissaint said.

“We honor businesses that are not 
only making money but are having a 
great impact on the community by giv-
ing back,” Louissaint said.

SFMSDC continues to search out 
new ways to help minority businesses, 
including the new Technical Assistance 
Program (TAP), which offers profession-
al services in marketing and business 
development, legal, accounting and 
business compliance.  SFMSDC certi-
fied businesses receive aid free for two 
hours and then additional services at a 
reduced rate from three minority firms: 
Garth Solutions, Inc., LM Austin, LLC and 
Quintairos, Prieto, Wood and Boyer P.A.

The SFMSDC is also working with 
the Small Business Administration to 
expand small business development in 
South Florida.  

“We are excited to unveil new pro-
grams and services, technology, brand 
and staff to continue to meet the needs 
of our certified minority business en-
terprises, corporate and government 
members to build a strong economy for 
the entire region,” Louissaint said.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DAVID I. MUIR

Urban League Red Gala

Five hundred of the Who’s Who 
of South Florida’s power elite, 
party with a purpose at the 
annual Red Gala, hosted by the 
Broward County Urban League 
on Saturday, September 20, 
2014. The western theme gave 
many a chance to don their best 
ten-gallon hat.
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*net Proceeds From Presidential Inaugural Events 
Will Benefit Student Scholarships

Overtown Optimist Rattlers eviction reversed by Miami
By JARRELL DOUSE
Special To The South Florida Times 

MIAMI — Although it's been decades since Interstates 
95 and 395 sliced through Overtown, the residual effects 
of the highways' construction on the once vibrant commu-
nity linger. The low income, high crime neighborhood is a 
challenging environment for children, making programs 
like the Overtown Tornadoes Optimist Club football team 
a lifeline for many young black boys in need of alterna-
tive activities.

So when threats to relocate the sports program from its 
current Williams Park location to either Gibson or Moore 
parks surfaced, Emanuel Washington, the Tornadoes' ex-
ecutive director, said the move could result in many of his 
players dropping out of the program due to transporta-
tion problems. The players are able to walk to Williams 
Park, the Tornadoes' home field. 

Washington is breathing a sigh of relief after meeting 
on Sept. 19, with Assistant City Manager Nzeribe Ihek-
waba and other city officials in effort to “clear the air” be-
tween the Tornadoes and the city’s Parks and Recreation 
department.

What appeared to be efforts to run the team away by 
shutting off the park's lights before many of the youth 

headed for home, demanding the relocation of the team's 
blocking sled to another park (where it was stolen); or the 
construction of an asphalt walking path through the end 
zone, Washington now characterizes as “failed communi-
cation, misunderstandings.”

Ihekwaba confirms, “As at this time, there are no 
anticipated changes either of the existing or future 
programs offered by the Optimist Club or any other 
entity in our parks. However, the city will schedule an 
outreach meeting with the local residents and program 
providers, beginning with the Optimist Club, to further 
address any concerns of interest that will help with 
program improvement.  Also, the city is looking into 
streamlining the parks programming process for 
consistent and enhanced guidelines for existing and 
future third-party programs in our parks. This will 
provide for program standards and miscellaneous 
requirements.” 

Eboni Chatman, a Miami Beach Police Department 
employee and executive director over cheerleading has 
been volunteering with the Tornadoes for 12 years. She 
said that giving back to the community is a mandate.  

“It is real out here, man.  There is so much that these 
kids can get into after school.”

Moving the kids from Williams Park would have been 

“tragic,” she said.
 “Most of them live within walking distance—we try to 

keep our eyes on our kids.”
Washington echoes Chatman’s sentiments.
“There is an on-going war when it comes to saving 

[our] children, especially black boys. The Tornadoes 
wanted the city to be mindful of what we’re facing, that 
we’re dealing with life-altering situations daily.»

 He added, “Communities like Overtown and Liberty 
City, Little Haiti, Goulds and others rely on these pro-
grams to help keep kids productive. If people think it’s 
bad, now, add 5000 misguided youth to the population 
and you will really have a problem.”

 Washington said he's optimistic. 
 “Ihekwaba was very instrumental in bringing us all 

together to listen to both sides; he helped us to identify 
what the problems were while recognizing the impor-
tance of programs like the Tornadoes,” adding, “I feel like 
a sustained solution is in place. I don’t have a crystal ball 
to predict the future but, I don’t believe the understand-
ing that we now have is a Band-Aid,” said Washington, a 
retired firefighter.

“We are trying to make sure this community is a de-
cent place to live because we know that if these kids are 
not mentored or monitored it’s gonna be off the chain.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF KHARY BRUYNING
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WEST PALM BEACH 
— An advocacy program 
that signed up thousands 
of low-income residents 
and immigrants under the 
Affordable Care Act for 
the last year is fighting 
for survival amid federal 
budget cuts.

Workers with the Navi-
gator Program operated at 
Legal Aid Society of Palm 
Beach County assisted 
more than 17,000 residents 
in a four-county area with 
enrolling for federal insur-
ance, also known as Obam-
acare. 

The navigators learned 
earlier this month that they 
were not funded to continue 
into the next fiscal year, 
which begins Oct. 1.

“We were shocked 
that we didn’t receive the 
funding,” said Vicki Tucci, 

an attorney and team 
leader with the Navigator 
program. She said they 
were notified last week 
that the program would 
not be funded. Legal Aid is 
searching for local funding 
to keep the team in place. 

“The largest concern is 
the community trusts Legal 
Aid as a resource. Those 
people will still be coming 
to Legal Aid for help. That  
flow of traffic is not going to 
stop.”

Legal Aid was on the 
wrong side of budget cuts 
that reduced funding by 
the state by $1 million, 
down to $6.8 million or 
the 2015 ACA enrollment 
and outreach. As a result, 
three organizations will 
have navigators to continue 
assisting new enrollees: 
University of South Florida, 
Pinellas County Board of 
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McCarthy High earns
Excellence award honors

MIAMI —  Archbishop Edward A. McCarthy High 
School has been recognized by the Catholic Education 
Honor Roll as a 2014 School of Excellence .

 The Catholic Education Honor Roll recognizes sec-
ondary schools throughout the United States that are 
committed to strong Catholic identity and academic 
excellence. 

 The Cardinal Newman Society has managed the 
Catholic Education Honor Roll program since the 2012 
award cycle after assuming responsibility for it from the 
Acton Institute, which launched the program in 2004. 

City leaders repeal
saggy pants ban

OCALA  — Saggy pants will once again be allowed on 
city property after the Ocala City Council voted to repeal 
an ordinance banning them. 

In a 4-1 vote on Sept. 16, the council reversed the 
controversial ordinance. 

Local NAACP president Loretta Pompey Jenkins ap-
plauded the action, saying the issue should be dealt 
with at home, in church or by community groups in-
stead of by government agencies. She says the ordi-
nance was seen by many as an attempt to target young 
black men. 

Councilwoman Mary Rich was the dissenting vote. 
She initially convinced the council to approve the ordi-
nance, which carried a penalty of up to $500 and 60 
days in jail. 

Education leaders postpone
talks on Bright Futures

PENSACOLA — Florida's state university system is post-
poning any talk about the state's popular Bright Futures 
scholarship program until after the November elections. 

The Board of Governors was expected on Wednesday 
to discuss a request from universities to boost fi nancial 
aid to students who come from lower income families. 
But board members said discussing the issue now was 
“premature.”

Universities say $45 million is needed from the Legis-
lature because of the reduction in the number of students 
qualifying for Bright Futures. Legislators changed the 
eligibility standards for the lottery scholarship program in 
2010 and 2011. 

The changes have reduced the number of students 
who qualify with an analysis showing big drops coming 
from black and Hispanic students. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF LEGAL AID SOCIETY OF PALM BEACH COUNTY

Legal Aid Society of Palm Beach County Navigators visited 
health fairs and other events to enroll thousands in coverage 
under the Affordable Care Act.

Legal Aid medical 
services defunded

Children give peace a chance

PHOTOS COURTESY OF STEVE VINIK/AFRICAN AMERICAN RESEARCH LIBRARY AND CULTURAL CENTER

In top photo, students from Walker Elementary, William Dandle Middle and Northeast High schools pledged to “Choose Peace/Stop 
Violence” by drawing positive messages and a giant peace sign on Wednesday, Sept. 17, in the parking lot of the African American 
Research Library and Cultural Center, 2650 Sistrunk Blvd. in Fort Lauderdale. The project is an annual initiative of the United Way of 
Broward County Commission and Broward County Public Schools. In bottom photos, at left, Emcee Sam Monroe of the United Way of 
Broward introduced high school poet Peter Lange of Northeast High School, who shared positive messages in poetic rhythms. Right, a 
student adds a cheerful message just before rains arrived.

By ANDREA ROBINSON
arobinson@SFLTimes.com

DAVIE — Responding to the is-
sues raised in the aftermath of the 
shooting death of Michael Brown in 
Missouri, Nova Southeastern Univer-
sity will bring together South Florid-
ians to discuss the thorny subject of 
race in the United States.

The nation and world were riv-
eted by the recent events that trans-
pired in Ferguson, Missouri, with part 
of that fascination focused on the is-
sue of race in American society.

The Nova Southeastern Univer-
sity Graduate School of Humanities 
and Social Sciences (SHSS) will host 
a panel discussion titled “Race Is-
sues in America: Highlighted by the 
Ferguson Police Shooting.” The event 
is scheduled from 5-7 p.m. Friday, at 
NSU’s Knight Auditorium, located in 
the Carl DeSantis Building on main 
campus, 3301 College Ave., Fort Lau-
derdale.

The focal point of the discussion 
is on the death of Brown, 18, who was 
killed by Ferguson, MO., police offi-
cer Darren Wilson on Aug. 9.

The shooting of Brown caused 
nearly two weeks of protests and 
unrest in Ferguson, demonstrations 

around the country and spurred a na-
tional discussion about police treat-
ment of Black-Americans. In addition 
to a local grand jury investigation, 
the Justice Department is conducting 
a separate investigation.

The event, which is free and open 
to the South Florida community, is 
being organized by the SHSS Student 
Government Association, and is part 
of its larger Diversity Dialog series.

The panel moderator will be 
Christine Ajayi, Ph.D., faculty in SHSS 
and the advisor to the SHSS SGA. 
Panelists will include SHSS faculty 
Cheryl Duckworth, Ph.D., and Evan 
Hoffman, Ph.D., Cynthia Harris Du-
val, Esq., from the Shepard Broad 
Law Center and Tony Gaskew, Ph.D., 
associate professor and director of 
the Criminal Justice Program at the 
University of Pittsburgh-Bradford. 
Gaskew is an NSU alumnus, earning 
his doctorate from the Department of 
Conflict Analysis and Resolution. 

NSU hosts discussion about race in 
aftermath of Mike Brown shooting death 

PHOTO COURTESY OF NATURALLYCURLY.COM

Michael Brown

Special to the South Florida Times

MIAMI — A local gym and 
health officials are teaming up 
to get children and their parents 
moving in hopes of combating a 
health threat among the younger 
population in this country.

September, National Child-
hood Obesity Awareness Month 
recognizes the serious threat 
obesity poses to the health of 
America’s children and de-
creasing its prevalence in the 
United States. 

PowerFit Studios and JEMKIDS 
are encouraging young people 
to make a commitment to their 
health and wipe out America’s 
obesity epidemic. They will host 
a family inspired fitness event on 
9 a.m. Saturday, inside the Opera 
Tower at Power Fit Studios, 1750 
N Bayshore Dr., Miami, FL.

“The growing rate of childhood 
obesity in our country is alarming,” 
said Shirlee Fernandez, founder 
and owner of PowerFit Studios. 
“Childhood obesity is entirely pre-
ventable. We are here to provide 
ways that encourage healthy eating 
and fitness habits.”

One in 3 children in the Unit-
ed States is overweight or obese. 
Childhood obesity puts kids at 
risk for health problems that were 
once seen only in adults, like type 
2 diabetes, high blood pressure, 
and heart disease.

Officials note that childhood obe-
sity can be prevented, and suggest 

that communities, health profession-
als, and families work together to 
create opportunities for kids to eat 
healthier and move more. 

JEMKIDS will conduct their 
weekly fitness class for kids ages 
6-13 from 9 to 10 a.m.  Fernandez 
said the classes develop overall 
strength, improve posture, move-
ment and coordination while en-
hancing balance as well as other 
motor skills. She added that differ-
ent games and challenges are em-
ployed to teach children these skills 
in a way that is fun and engaging. 

Parents will have the opportu-
nity to get a fitness assessment by 
PowerFit Studio’s trainer John and 
Vivian Rice and hear a talk by Fer-
nandez. Complimentary glucose 
and blood pressure checks also 
will be provided.

JEMKIDS founder Jonerik Murphy 
said that being a physically fit child 
isn't about being a great athlete, it is 
about being a healthy person. 

“If a child has poor posture, it 
will affect everything from self-
esteem to performance in school 
to long term health issues,” he 
said.  “Therefore, children should 
be physically active early on to 
create strong, healthy bodies.” 

Florida Families Stand, Dance and Move

PHOTO COURTESY OF JEM-FITNESS.COM/JEM-KIDS

We thought it was critical because of the events in Ferguson,” 
Duckworth said.  “We’re not talking about what drives these kinds of 

conflicts enough. People tend to have conversations in silos with people 
who look like them. Hopefully this can be an opportunity for a 

dialogue with an inclusive group of people.

– Cheryl Duckworth, assistant professor of conflict Resolution and peace education at NSU.
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Legal Aid loses federal funds
County Commissioners and the Epilepsy 
Foundation of Florida.

Tucci did not know why the agency was 
defunded. Officials with the Washington, 
D.C.-based Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services did not return repeated 
calls by the South Florida Times for 
response. An email with questions to the 
agency was not answered.

Navigators were put in place in August 
2013 by the federal government to help 
citizens enroll in the health coverage offered 
under the Affordable Care Act. Tucci, an 
attorney, is a team leader, while other 
members are experienced in advocacy 
work. She said she and coworkers provided 
outreach and education in Palm Beach, 
Martin, Hendry and St. Lucie counties.

Tucci has logged statistics to show the 
extent of their work over the last year: 1,321 
direct face-to-face enrollment assistance 
sessions; 13,784 consumer interactions, 
including phone bank calls, in-house 
office calls, emails, face-to face question 
and answer consultations, and one-on-one 
enrollment sessions.

“As of Aug. 28, we had reached over 
17,000 people,” she said. 

For the last month, the Navigators have 
worked to identify immigrants in South 
Florida who could lose their new health 

care benefits by the end of this month if 
they don’t show proof that they are legally 
in the United States, and that they’re income 
tax information is accurate.

More than 200,000 immigrants who 
bought insurance through President Barack 
Obama's health care initiative could lose 
their coverage this month if they don't 
submit proof this week they are legally in the 
country, but language barriers and computer 
glitches are hindering efforts to alert them.

The government mailed letters in 
English and Spanish last month notifying 
about 300,000 people that if immigration 
and citizenship documents aren't submitted, 
their coverage under the Affordable Care 
Act will end Sept. 30.

Tucci said she and her team will continue 
to search for potentially affected customers. 
She said over the last year, they formed 
bonds within the immigrant communities, 
largely Hispanic and Haitian.

“One of the benefits with Legal Aid is 
internal network of resources,” she said, 
noting that clients also could get help 
with immigration, bankruptcies and tax 
challenges, while getting guidance on 
applying for health care benefits. 

The cuts, she said, will have unintended 
consequences. “That’s one area that I really 
see will leave a gap.”

The Associated Press contributed to this 
report.

etiquette with
Living

Just the other day, I watched this 
wonderful nostalgic movie about a 
family preparing to fly for their vaca-
tion. The children were well behaved, 
polite and courteous. They and their 
parents were well dressed.  

The travel experience was one of 
excitement and joy. Once boarded on 
the aircraft the family received a stel-
lar meal and many snacks through-
out the flight. Everyone on the plane 
seemed to be cordial and respectful, 
while engaging in casual conversation. 

Man, how things have changed! 
Spring forward to today: traveling, for 
some, is more of a burden than a plea-
sure. With the long lines, short-tem-
pered travelers, and reduced perks 
for fliers in a rushed society, travel 
can cause many to become impatient. 
However, with a little planning and 
self-restraint, travel even in today’s 
fast-paced society can be pleasurable 
and rewarding. 

1. Plan. For the most part, unless 
it’s an emergency, we know when we 
need to travel. So to ensure our trip is 
as smooth as possible, the best thing is 
to plan. Make a list of things that need 
to be handled prior to the trip. This 
may include making arrangements 
for child care, adequate care for pets, 
arrangements for someone to check 
on your home, even providing a close 

family or friend with de-
tails of your travel. 

Having this little, 
but necessary, de-
tail secured early 

on will prevent you from experiencing 
a whole lot of unnecessary stress and 
anxiety. 

2. Arrive early. This means you 
should plan for the long lines at the 
security check-in. We may not particu-
larly care for it; however, this process is 
necessary and for all travelers’ safety 
and best interest. So account for the 
standard two hours before the actual 
boarding time. 

3. Dress for the occasion. Wheth-
er you’re traveling for business or 
pleasure, dressing for travel is quite 
important. Knowing how to do so can 
cut down on the stress tremendously. 
For starters, dress appropriately to 
expedite the process of the security 
check-in, which may require removal 
of garment items (especially those 
with metal). Instead of shoes that are 
time consuming to remove, wear shoes 
that are easy to slip off and on. This 
step can ensure your security check-in 
will go smoother. 

4. Enjoy the trip. Traveling is a 
time when you get to meet new people 
in new places. So take this opportunity 
to relax. You may be surprised at the 
people you meet. During your trip take 
the time to catch up on a good book 
you’ve been planning to read, or per-
haps go over details of your trip once 
you land. Also, with today’s technology 
you can take care of business details 
or get in a great movie you have been 
planning to watch. You never know – 
just being a little cheerful and pleasant 
can take you a long way. 

Rose Hedgemond is president and founder of Avenues of 
Excellence Inc. The Miami nonpro� t organization serves the 
community by providing access to tools necessary to thrive 
and excel. To � nd out more about Avenues of Excellence, 
visit avenuesofexcellence.com or follow Rose Hedgemond 
on Facebook at Rose Hedgemond and Twitter @AOE_IN).  
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ONLINE PAYDAY LOANS
The online payday loan industry is 
exploding in profits mainly because of 
the predatory nature of the business 
and fraud, according the U.S. Consumer 
Financial Protection Agency. Federal 
authorities have filed numerous lawsuits 
against the industry, which gets most of 
its customers through lead-generating 
websites. Among the accusations: the 
companies give loans to people without 
their consent, and fail to disclose the 
actual costs to consumers. If federal 
authorities prevail, it could mean 
sweeping changes for the payday loan 
industry in the United States.

Palm Beach County
ADDICTED
Savannah Underwood, 29, 
of Jupiter is facing charges 
after allegedly locking 
her boyfriend inside a 
hot garage for 45 minutes, 
until he paid her $200. 
Police says she admitted 
having a drug problem. 

Crack cocaine and drug paraphernalia 
were also found in her home. The 
boyfriend was overheated but otherwise 
unharmed.

DETAINEES
Ten adults and one child were captured 
by Border Patrol agents in Boynton Beach. 
They were sighted huddled in a small 
boat entering the Boynton Inlet. There 
was no indication of which country they 
may have come from. Palm Beach County 
Sheriff’s deputies have joined the hunt for 
others who may have come ashore.

FOR SALE?
Poseidon Resources of 
Massachusetts is proposing 
to build a water plant 
in West Palm Beach to 
replace the city’s 120-year-
old facility. They would 
also provide water to the 
city and other surrounding 

municipalities. Mayor Jeri Muoio and the 
other council members are mum on the 
idea so far, but its looks as if privatization 
of drinking water in West Palm Beach is 
on the way.

DEPUTY DISCIPLINE
Three Palm Beach County 
deputies, whose names 
were not available, have 
been disciplined for tak-
ing photos with rapper 50 
Cent while on duty. They 
received verbal counsel-
ing. 50 Cent had appeared 

at the courthouse related to a lawsuit and 
the deputies stopped their work to take 
photos while posing with him.

Broward County

SOLD!
The Fort Lauderdale Strik-
ers, the professional soc-
cer team few people ever 
hear about, has been sold 
to a trio of Brazilian inves-
tors. They are education 
technology moguls Paulo 
Cesso and Rafael Bertani, 
and soccer player Alejan-
dro Bedoya.   Fort Lauder-
dale Mayor Jack Seiler had 
appeared at a press con-
ference after meeting with 
soccer star David Beck-
ham, who is interested in 
owning a team. Speculation 
at that time was that Beck-
ham would buy the team.

FEVER!
The first case of Chikungunya fever has 
been confirmed in Broward County. The 
Florida Department of Health says the 
disease has infected thousands of people in 
Central and South America. There already 
have been cases in Palm Beach and Miami-
Dade counties. The fever is not fatal, but 
causes joint pain, headache and rash. 
Symptoms appear three to seven days after 
a person has been bitten by mosquitoes.

WHAT A MESS
Broward Supervisor of 
Elections Brenda Snipes 
is now being compared to 
the woman she replaced, 
Miriam Oliphant. Gov. Jeb 
Bush removed Oliphant 
from office over so-called 
incompetence and elec-
tion mishaps. He tapped 
Snipes as her replace-
ment.  Under Snipes’ ten-
ure, the office has had its 
own share of misfires, but 
now there is a whisper 
campaign to encourage 
Snipes not to seek reelec-
tion. Stay tuned.

Miami-Dade County
PORN ARREST
Juan Roman, 57, a retired 
Miami police officer is fac-
ing new child pornography 
charges. He is accused of 
molesting a 7-year-old girl 
in his Biscayne Park home 
and videotaping the crime. 
The video was found dur-
ing a search of his home re-

lated to a previous case involving federal 
child pornography charges.

BANK CLOSED
The Miami branch of RBC Wealth Manage-
ment bank has closed. The private bank has 
laid off 155 employees. RBC is refocusing 
its business model away from international 

banking toward consumer banking in the 
United States The international banking in-
dustry is crowded with competition. 

STUDENT RAPED
A student at South Dade Senior High 
School alleged she was raped. The attack 
occurred after school and involved an 
18-year-old male student who has been 
arrested. The suspect's name was not 
immediately available and no other 
details were provided. Miami-Dade 
Schools Police, along with the Miami-Dade 
State Attorney’s Office, are investigating.

Monroe County

WOMAN ATTACKED
A Marathon woman reported being at-
tacked while walking her dog. The Mon-
roe County Sheriff’s Office says it oc-
curred near Aviation Boulevard and Stir-
rup Key Road. The victim said she saw a 
man standing near a stop sign, and then 
walk into the woods. She became nervous 
and started walking in the opposite direc-
tion. The suspect emerged and pulled her 
into the woods and attacked her.

DRUNK & PANTLESS
Lauren Laird, 25, of Stock 
Island, refused to stop when 
pulled over by a police 
officer. When she finally did 
stop, the officer found she 
was not wearing any pants 
and refused to put any on. 
She was arrested on charges 

of DUI and fleeing an officer.

Palm Beach County
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The Courteous Traveler 
Always Plans

Special to the South Florida Times

MIAMI — Commissioner Audrey M. 
Edmonson once again joined Wayne 
Rawlings, developer/lead consultant of 
the Miami-Dade Anti-Gang Strategy, on 
a Walking One Stop tour, this time at the 
Lincoln Fields Apartments in Liberty City on 
Monday afternoon.  

Edmonson and her staff have 
participated in many Walking One Stops 
including through areas of Overtown 
and Liberty City.  The Walking One Stop 
is the signature initiative of the Miami-
Dade Anti-Gang Strategy and involves 
elected officials, faith leaders, social and 
economic service providers along with 
criminal justice personnel and concerned 
community activists bringing social and 
economic service referrals door-to-door 
in neighborhoods that have experienced 

recent, severe, or persistent incidents of 
violence – putting participants face to face 
with residents who are traumatized.

 In addition to door-to-door service 
delivery, the Miami-Dade Community Action 
and Human Services Department’s “Services 
in Motion” mobile unit was onsite providing 
assistance with accessing child care / Head 
Start, elderly and disability services, youth 
services, utility bill assistance, as well as a 
host of other social and economic services.  

The Career  Source South Florida Mobile 
Workforce Assistance Center was also there 
to assist citizens in finding employment, 
creating and updating resumes, and a range 
of testing and assessment services needed 
to become job-ready.  

The Florida Department of Health in 
Miami-Dade County provided free HIV 
testing and STD screenings aboard their 
Test Miami Mobile Unit.

Edmonson participates in 
Walking One Stop tour

MIAMI-DADE
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By BRADY McCOMBS
Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Friends and 
family are set to gather at a funeral Thursday 
to remember a young black man who was 
fatally shot by Utah police in an incident that 
has triggered questions about the role his 
race played in the events. 

Darrien Hunt, 22, was killed on Sept. 10 in 
a strip mall in Saratoga Springs, an upscale 
city south of Salt Lake City. 

Hunt's mother came out days later and 
said she believes her son was shot because 
he was black. A family attorney said an 
independent autopsy showed Hunt was shot 
six times in the back, casting doubt on the 
police version of events. 

Authorities, however, say race played no 
role in the shooting. Officers were reacting to 
Hunt lunging at them with a sword that had 
a 2.5-foot steel blade, not a toy sword as the 
family has suggested, Utah County Chief 
Deputy Attorney Tim Taylor said. 

Police say the shooting happened after 
they were called to investigate a suspicious 
man walking near businesses while carrying 
a samurai-type sword. 

That image doesn't match the one Hunt's 
family presents of their oldest son. 

In his obituary, the family says Hunt 
graduated from high school in Heymarket, 
Virginia, in 2010 and was considering joining 
the Marine Corps. 

“Darrien had such a forgiving and kind 
heart and lived his life with a strong desire to 
just show love and compassion,” the obituary 
reads. “He always wished there was a way to 
impact a positive change.” 

Online court records show Hunt had a 
couple of previous encounters with Saratoga 
Springs police. 

In January, Hunt was charged in a domestic 
violence dispute that Edwards said involved 
one of his siblings. Most of the charges 
were dismissed when he pleaded guilty 
to misdemeanor assault, taking a plea in 
abeyance that allowed him to pay a fine and 
not have the conviction on his record, online 
court records show. 

In 2012, he pleaded guilty to possession 
of marijuana and was ordered to pay a fine 
and put on probation for one year. 

Randall Edwards, an attorney for Hunt's 
family, said this week that neither he nor 
the Hunt family want to exacerbate racial 
tensions but said it is a natural question to ask 
if race was a factor considering the facts of 
the shooting. He said Hunt died from a bullet 
that hit him square in the back, suggesting he 
was fleeing. 

Saratoga Springs is a city of 23,000 people 
that counts 93 percent of its population as 
being white and only less than 1 percent 
being black, U.S. Census figures show. Hunt 
had a white mother and black father. 
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JERALDINE A. ALLEN, 92,
Homemaker, died September
19. Funeral 11 am Wednesday,
October 1 at Holy Family Episco-
pal Church.
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PUBLICATION OF BID SOLICITATIONS

Broward County Board of County Commissioners is soliciting
bids for a variety of goods and services, construction and
architectural/engineering services. Interested bidders are
requested to view and download the notifications of bid
documents via the Broward County Purchasing website at:
www.broward.org/purchasing.

sfltimes.com

“Elevating the Dialogue”

ADVERTISING PROOF

O: 954.356.9360 • F: 954.356.9395 • 3020 NE 32nd Ave., Suite 200 • Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308 • www.SFLTimes.com

2 cols x 2.23”

NOTICE UNDER FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, 
desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of 
SIRIUS BIZZ, LLC, located at 8061 SW 20TH PLACE, 
in the City of DAVIE, BROWARD County, Florida, 
33324 intends to register the said name with the Division 
of Corporations of the Department of State, Tallahassee, 
Florida.

Dated at FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida, this TWENTY-
FIFTH day of SEPTEMBER, 2014.

SIRIUS BIZZ, LLC
Applicant
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Miami Gardens

��
MARION V. ARINH, 88, Environ-
mental Specialist, died Septem-
ber 11 at Hialeah Hospital.
Funeral will be held 11 am Sat-
urday at 93rd Street Community
Baptist Church.

TERRI POULOS, 56, Airport
Sprayer, died September 17. Fu-
neral will be held 11 am Thurs-
day at 1st Baptist Church of
Bunche Park.

DIEDRA E. SMITH, 58, Nurse,
died September 22 at Jackson
North Shore Hospital. Funeral
will be held 11 am Saturday at
1st Baptist Church of Bunche
Park.
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HADLEY DAVIS
FUNERAL HOME -

MLK

��
EMORY ALEXANDER, 19, La-
borer, died September 14. Fu-
neral will be held 2 pm Saturday
at MLK Chapel.

JUDITH ANN BROWN, 47, Home-
maker, died September 21 at
home. Arrangements are incom-
plete.

LEONA DAILY, 63, Direct Care
Staffing, died September 12 at
Jackson North Hospital. Funeral
will be held 10 am Saturday at
MLK Chapel.

MATTIE JOHNSON, 79, Clerk,
died September 20 at home. Fu-
neral will be held 12 pm Satur-
day at MLK Chapel.

DEVON SEEPERSAD, 23,
Cashier, died September 16 at
home. Funeral will be held 1 pm
Saturday at Mt. Calvary Mission-
ary Baptist Church.

MARY THOMPSON, 91, Home-
maker, died September 13 at
Claridge House Nursing Home.
Funeral will be held 2 pm at 93rd
Street Community Missionary
Baptist Church.
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HALL-FERGUSON-
HEWITT MORTUARY

��
GWENDOLYN BUFFINGTON, 64,
Elections Clerk, for Miami Dade
County, died September 20. Fu-
neral will be held 11 am Satur-
day at Hall-Ferguson-Hewitt
Chapel.

TERRI KELLY, 34, died Septem-
ber 18. Litany will be held 7 pm
Friday at St St. Agnes Episcopal
Church. Funeral will be held 10
am Saturday at the church.
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JAMES C. BOYD
FUNERAL HOME

��
MARY ALICE GLEE, 62. Funeral
will be held 11 am Saturday at
Greater Providence Missionary
Baptist Church.

EBB HOBBS JR., 62. Funeral
will be held in Albany, Georgia.

MICHAEL WARNER SR., 56. Fu-
neral will be held 1 pm Saturday
at Apostolic Christian Faith Center.
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MANKER
FUNERAL HOME

��
MILDRED ANN KING, 68, Home-
maker, died September 21, at
Broward Medical Center. Funeral
will be held 2 pm Saturday at Jor-
dan Grove Missionary Baptist
Church.

LINCOLN YOUNG, 88, Long-
shoreman, died September 20,
at Kindred Medical Center. Fu-
neral will be held 10 am Satur-
day at New Shiloh Missionary
Baptist Church.
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PAX VILLA
FUNERAL HOMES -

Orlando

��
MARIE FANFA, died September
12 in Volusia, FL. Funeral will be
held 11 am Friday at Pax-Villa Fu-
neral Home Chapel, Orlando, FL.

MARIE CLOTILDE MICHEL, died
September 16, in Orlando, FL.
Funeral will be held 10 am Sun-
day at Beracah Seventh Day Ad-
ventist Church, Orlando, FL.

ABSALON SALOMON, died Sep-
tember 14 in Orlando, FL.
Funeral will be held 10 am
Saturday at Faith Baptist Church,
Crystal Beach Rd., Winter Haven.
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ROY MIZELL
& KURTZ

FUNERAL HOME

��
ELOISE HANKERSON, 83, of Fort
Lauderdale, died September 20.
Funeral will be held 11 am Sat-
urday at Saint John United
Methodist Church.
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WRIGHT & YOUNG
FUNERAL HOME

��
WILLIE MITCHELL, 82, died Sep-
tember 17. Funeral 12 pm Satur-
day at Greater Israel Bethel
Primitive Baptist Church.

MISSIONARY HATTIE TATUM,
87, died September 20. Arrange-
ments are incomplete.
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BAIN RANGE
FUNERAL HOME -
Coconut Grove

��

CHARLIE L. HARVEY, 33, Secu-
rity Officer, of Miami, died Sep-
tember 18 at Jackson North
Medical Center. Funeral will be
held 1 pm Saturday at Macedo-
nia Baptist Church.

MARION MACKEY, 93, Retired
Social Worker, of Coconut Grove,
died September 22 at home.
Arrangements are incomplete.
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JAY’S
FUNERAL HOME

��
EARLIE OWENS, 40, Laborer,
died September 20. Arrange-
ments are incomplete.

WANDA STACKHOUSE, 56, Man-
ager, died September 17.
Arrangements are incomplete.

VICTOR STRAKER, 51, Code En-
forcer, died September 20.
Arrangements are incomplete.

WILLIE WINKFIELD, Postal Car-
rier, died. Arrangements are in-
complete.
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NAKIA INGRAHAM
FUNERAL HOME

��
EVAN CLARK, 59, died Septem-
ber 13. Funeral will be held 12
Noon, Saturday in the chapel.

CARMEOLA ROBINSON, 68,
died September 15. Funeral will
be held 11:30 am Saturday at
Jesus is Lord Worship Center,
144 St and 7 Ave., Miami, FL.
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PAX VILLA
FUNERAL HOMES -

Miami

��
LEWIS JUNIOR BZAILE, died
September 12. Funeral will be
held 12 pm Saturday at St.
James Catholic Church, Miami,
Florida.

LOUIS JEAN PIERRE VINCENT,
died September 15. Funeral will
be held 10 am Saturday at St.
James Catholic Church, Miami,
Florida.

1 col x 2.45"

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Lonnie Lynn, known to hip-hop fans for his soulful 
spoken-word poems on rapper son Common's albums, has died. 

Lynn died at age 71 on Sept. 12, Common said. He gave no further details. 
Lynn was a star high school basketball player in Chicago and played in the 

1969-1970 season in the American Basketball Association. He struggled with 
drug addiction and with being a father to six children, topics he addressed in 
poignant, sometimes regretful poems that concluded many of Common's al-
bums. 

“He was truly a natural poet and master of words. His personality and soul 
shined through his work,” Common, whose real name is Lonnie Rashid Lynn Jr., 
said in a Sept. 15 interview. “The way he said things made me look at life and 
the world in a new way, in a different way. They always sparked a thought in my 
head. His words would always make me strive to achieve higher, to write better, 
to be more truthful with my words.” 

Common is also an actor, appearing in films including Terminator: Salvation 
and LUV and as a regular on the AMC series Hell on Wheels. 

Lynn, known as “Pops” on Common's albums, recorded his last poem for the 
rapper's 2011 release, The Dreamer/The Believer. 

“For those of us who come from less than enviable circumstances, dreams 
—good dreams, sweet dreams — dreams come true. Truthful dreams, truthful 
dreams become life,” he intoned in the song, called Pops Belief. 

“Live the life you believe. The American dream, the black American dream, 
the universal dream. For the sake of the unwritten laws of humanity, I believe 
in God. I believe in my ancestors, I believe in my offsprings ... I believe in the 
truth, truth. See you next lifetime.”  

Rapper Common’s 
father, Lonnie Lynn, 71

PHOTO COURTESY OF TRIBUTES.COM

Lonnie Lynn

Funeral for Utah black 
man fatally shot by police
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Darrien Hunt

Breaking News! Visit us online at SFLTimes.com
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By RACHEL ZOLL
AP Religion Writer

As the leader of two American dioceses, 
Roman Catholic Bishop Blase Cupich has 
staked out a firm position in the middle of 
the road. 

He has spoken out against same-
sex marriage and against conservative 
hostility toward gay rights advocates. 
He has opposed abortion, while urging 
parishioners and priests to have patience, 
not disdain, for those who disagree. And 
he has criticized fellow U.S. bishops who 
threatened to shut down religious charities 
instead of pursuing a compromise with the 
White House over health care policies that 
go against Catholic teaching. 

On Saturday, Pope Francis named 
Cupich as the next archbishop of Chicago, 
sending a strong signal about the direction 
that the pontiff is taking the church. Cupich 
will succeed Cardinal Francis George, 77, 
an aggressive defender of orthodoxy who 
once said he expected his successors 
in Chicago to be martyred in the face of 
hostility toward Christianity. 

“I think what Francis is trying to do with 
his appointments in both the United States 
and around the world is to moderate the 
conversation and get us past the culture 
wars and the ideologues,” said Christopher 
Bellitto, a church historian at Kean 
University in New Jersey. “Francis is not 
trying to balance a lurch to the right with a 
lurch to the left. He’s trying to build up the 
big middle so we can have conversations 
and not arguments.” 

The Chicago appointment is Francis’ 
first major mark on American Catholic 
leadership. 

A native of Omaha, Nebraska, and one 
of nine children, the 65-year-old Cupich 
has served in a wide range of roles within 
the church. 

He has been a parish pastor, a high 
school instructor and president of a 
seminary. After earning degrees in the 
U.S. and in Rome, he worked at the papal 
embassy in Washington, and as a bishop, 
has led several committees for the U.S. 
bishops’ conference. For a few years, he 
led the bishops’ committee on the child 
protection reforms adopted amid the 
clergy sex abuse scandal. 

In his current posting as head of the 
Diocese of Spokane, Washington, Cupich 
inherited the fallout from a previous 
bishop’s decision to seek bankruptcy 
protection over sex abuse claims. He 
started a mediation effort that has drawn 
praise from local attorneys for victims. 

At a news conference Saturday in 
Chicago, he cited his family’s immigrant 
history — his four grandparents were from 
Croatia — in a call for immigration reform. 
“Every day we delay is a day too long,” 
he said. As bishop in Rapid City, South 
Dakota, starting in 1998, then in Spokane, 
he has worked extensively with immigrant 
and Native American communities. About 
44 percent of parishioners in the Chicago 
archdiocese are Latino. 

Cupich first became a bishop as the 
American church leadership began taking 
a more combative approach to culture 
war issues, under St. John Paul II and Pope 
Benedict XVI. Yet, he struck a tone that 
reflects what Francis has emphasized for 
the church: a focus on mercy over hot-
button policies that the pope says has 
driven away Catholics.

Prayerful Living

OLANDA      ABUN
October 2, 2014

7:00 PM
Pre-Concert Reception 6:00 PM

Lou Rawls Center for Performing Arts
15800 NW 42nd Avenue, Miami Gardens, Florida 33054

Tickets Only $25.00
FFor more information please contact Ms. Ameena Shaheed at (305) 626-3611

NAUGURAL     AZZ     ONCERT

Featuring

National Recording Jazz Artist

FLORIDA MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY

Pope chooses a moderate 
for Chicago archbishop 
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Roman Catholic Bishop Blase Cupich succeeds Cardinal Francis George as the Archbishop of 
Chicago. Cupich will be installed in November.

“GET YOUR BREAKTHROUGH”
If you are a Kingdom citizen, God's desire is to 

prosper or make your life a success no matter what 
the economic conditions of the environment. And 
the main way it is done is by His “seed” . . . the Word 
of God prospering your soul.  Know that it is the seed 
of the Word of God that controls all forms of increase 
in every area of your life. Third John 2 says, “Beloved, 
I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper 
and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.”

Prosperity of your soul is nothing but revelation of 
the Word of God. The Book of Psalms says, “The en-
trance of thy words giveth light; it giveth under-
standing unto the simple” (Psalm 119:130). Because 
of Adam’s sin, the whole world (earth) walks in dark-
ness and is under the control of the evil one (Psalm 
82 and I John 5:19). However, you and I are the light 
of the world (Matthew 5:14), delivered from the power 
of darkness and translated into the Kingdom of light.  

 
Peter experienced what I call a “breakthrough.”   

I describe a breakthrough as a burst of light (revela-
tion) from the heavenly realm. Peter said, “Neverthe-
less at thy Word (rhema) I will let down the net.” 
Once God’s Word brings light into your life, whether 
on marriage or money or health, your struggles are 
over.  You move past information or the “logos” (writ-
ten Word) to revelation or the “rhema” (spoken Word). 
You have gone from something read or memorized to 
something alive speaking and directing you. Simon 
Peter went from a drought to a draught or great in-
crease within 24 hours.  He experienced a complete 
financial turnaround in one day . . . with no toil.  That’s 
the result of a breakthrough—dramatic results.  
As you can see Peter’s problem was not mon-
ey or ministry. His problem came from not hav-
ing revelation. His soul had not prospered. The 

prophet Hosea says it this way . . . “My peo-
ple are destroyed for lack of knowledge.”  

Realize revelation knowledge is the realm where 
Adam operated before he fell in the Garden of Eden. 
When he sinned he fell from the revelatory realm. He 
traded the mind of God for common sense and in-
tellectualism. Jesus came to bring us back to the at-
mosphere of the Garden where revelation knowl-
edge was the “norm” . . . from learning back to dis-
cerning, the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.

Here are four main steps to receive a bibli-
cal breakthrough in any area of your life: medita-
tion, visualization, actualization, and manifestation.

Meditation:
Biblical meditation is a God-given pro-

cess that produces a spiritual experience which 
causes a permanent change in a person’s think-
ing. It transforms what we believe about our-
selves and our situation in an accelerated manner.

When God wanted to transform how a per-
son believed He gave him a spiritual experience . 
. . usually a dream or vision. He did it with Abraham 
and Joseph in the Old Testament. In the New Testa-
ment He gave a vision to Peter (Acts 10) and one 
to Paul (Acts 9:4, 27:19). In each case they experi-
enced a breakthrough and were never the same.

Visualization:
Visualization is merely the results of medita-

tion.  You begin to see what God sees. Through rev-
elation, you catch a glimpse of the eternal realm of 
God where everything is already done. The Bible 
tells us, speaking about Jesus, “. . . for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, despis-

ing the shame, and is set down at the right hand 
of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2). How could 
Jesus endure His suffering with joy? He had a vi-
sion or revelation of a glorious future. He saw you 
and me returning to the Father (Oh Happy Day!).

Actualization:
Actualization is a step of faith that is required to 

bring into physical manifestation what you dreamed 
about or whatever breakthrough is needed. When we 
acquired our first shopping mall the Lord gave me a 
scripture to meditate, Psalm 1:3. After a while I began 
to see us taking our possession. I saw prosperous re-
tail stores and multitudes coming to church services 
sufficiently to the point that in my mind the opportu-
nity became bigger than the obstacles. This is when 
the Lord told me to sow a financial seed out of the 
ministry. He told me how much to sow and where to 
sow it. My soul had prospered and it started with the 
Word of God, the platform for all covenant increase.

Manifestation:
The last step is manifestation. In the case of our 

first shopping mall, miracles began to happen and the 
next thing I knew I was in a big law office downtown 
in Chicago with a battery of lawyers, closing the deal. 
The dream had manifested! It was harvest time! I sim-
ply took God at His Word in which He said, “My Word 
will not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and prosper in the thing where 
unto I send it.” I pray that from this day, you will begin 
to experience a series of unending breakthroughs. 
And that you will live the rest of your life as the DAYS 
OF “HEAVEN ON EARTH.”

Dr. Bill Winston is pastor of the 19,000-member Liv-
ing Word Christian Center in Forest Park, Ill., and found-
er and president of the Joseph Business School, which 
has a branch in Miami.

Prosperity of the Soul

Peter experienced what I call a “breakthrough.”   
Time For Your Breakthrough

Here are four main steps to receive a bibli-
Prosperous In Life
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Wait is over!
A new season awaits TV fans
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technology

By MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — Netflix is giving 
its Internet video subscribers a more 
discreet way to recommend movies 
and TV shows to their Facebook friends 
after realizing most people don't want 
to share their viewing habits with large 
audiences. 

Until now, Netflix subscribers linking 
the service to their Facebook accounts 
automatically disclosed everything they 
were watching with a potentially wide-
reaching range of people. The company 
believes the open-ended approach 
discouraged most Netflix subscribers 
from connecting their accounts with 
their Facebook profiles. 

The automatic disclosures end this 
month as Netflix Inc. embraces a new 
system that empowers subscribers to 
select which friends will receive their 
video recommendations. A menu of 
friends culled from Facebook will appear 
after Netflix subscribers finish watching 
a video if they have turned on the 
sharing feature. 

The move reflects Facebook's 
evolution into a service where people 
have allowed passing acquaintances into 

their networks, along with close friends 
and family. 

“There are a lot of people on 
Facebook that you don't really know that 
well,” said Cameron Johnson, Netflix's 
director of product development. 

Netflix believes people will share their 
viewing experiences if they are given more 
control over who sees what they've been 
watching. The Los Gatos, CA, company, 
in turn, hopes the recommendations will 
deepen subscriber loyalty and attract 
new customers. 

“If you are really moved by a piece 
of content and you know someone in 
your life that would like it, you are going 
to want them to watch it too, so you can 
talk about it and get excited about it 
together,” Johnson said. 

Netflix began offering the Facebook 
sharing option to subscribers outside the 
U.S. in 2011. U.S. subscribers got that 
option 18 months ago. 

The Facebook recommendations 
are limited to subscribers of Netflix’s 
video-streaming service, which costs 
$8 or $9 per month in the United 
States. The streaming service has 50 
million subscribers worldwide. There 
are no plans to extend the Facebook 
recommendations to the DVD-by-mail 

service, which is steadily shrinking. 
Netflix ended June with 6.3 million DVD 
subscribers, less than half the number it 
had three years ago. 

The recommendations made under 
the new sharing system will appear in a 
few ways. 

If both people are Netflix subscribers 
who have connected to Facebook, 
the recommendation will appear as a 
marquee attraction at the top of the 
recipient's Netflix page. The Facebook 
profile picture of the person touting the 
video also will appear alongside the 
recommendation. 

A subscriber's recommendation will 
be sent as a Facebook message if the 
recipient isn't a Netflix subscriber or 
hasn't connected a Netflix account to 
Facebook. 

The recommendations will no longer 
appear on the customers' Facebook 
profile page or the news feeds that their 
friends see. 

To make it possible for its U.S. 
subscribers to share what they're 
watching, Netflix had to persuade 
lawmakers last year to revise a 1988 
law that banned the disclosure of video 
rental records without a customer's 
written consent. 

Netflix unveils new way  
to share recommendations

PHOTO COURTESY OF SIGALONTECH.SOUP.IO
Netflix

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES
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tv

By KIMBERLY GRANT
Special to the South Florida Times

It’s the most wonderful time of the year 
for TV lovers: cooler breezes (even by South 
Florida standards), clear blue sky, harvest, 
and the air of anticipation of the next 
episode of a good show.  That’s right folks.  
It’s fall. That means it’s time to catch up on 
all of your favorite shows that aren’t aired 
during the summer.  

Wonderful still is the fresh crop of new 
shows featuring black actors in prominent 
roles, like Black-ish, Tyler Perry’s If Loving 
You is Wrong, How to Get Away with Murder, 
Red Band Society, State of Affairs, and 
Starz’s Survivor’s Remorse. My focus is on 
three of the shows: If Loving You, For Better 
or Worse, and ABC’s Black-ish. 

Pros & Cons

If Loving You Is Wrong is a super soapy, 
ethnically diverse Desperate Housewives.  It 
follows five women and their husbands who 
all happen to live on the same street.  Think: 
Perry’s Single Mom’s Club as a TV show.  

Understandably, Perry is taking the 
success of that show and trying not to 
re-invent the wheel with Loving.  Since 
this critic isn’t a huge fan of soapy drama, 
it was a little grating to sit through the 
episodes of way too close-up camera angles, 
bad transitioning, and lackluster framing.  
However, what Loving lacks in production 

quality it makes up for with Perry’s twisty 
sweet writing.  

Over on the set of For Better or Worse, 
still in its third season and beginning with 
episode 42 of 55 (according to imdb.com), 
we find that Perry has had an upswing 
in writing.  While For Better has always 
had a high production quality and stunning 
imagery, the writing in the past seasons has 
lagged to the point of drowsiness on the part 
of the audience.  

However, in episode 42, titled Too 
Much Sex, Marcus (Michael Jai White) has 
accidentally been taking doggie fertility 
pills that have left him literally panting 
for his wife, Angela (Tasha Smith); much 
to her chagrin.  This episode proves to be 
hilarious and worth a good watch/laugh.  
Unfortunately, the follow-up episode goes 
back to the show’s roots: lagging dramatic 
storylines that take half an hour to tell a 
15-minute story.

Just in case you’ve been under a rock, 
ABC has a new comedy on its roster that 
isn’t produced by Shonda Rhimes called 
Black-ish about a black family “living the 
American dream.” Black-ish stars Tracee 
Ellis Ross, Anthony Anderson, and Laurence 
Fishburne as a Cosby-like family for the 
Millennial age.  It takes a good look at race 
and class and what those things mean in a 
post-Obama America.  And, the storytelling 
is fresh, real, and superb.  So far, it’s the 
best new black comedy on TV.

Actor MVP

There’s a break out star on the horizon 
by the name of Joel Rush, who plays Eddie 
in If Loving You.  Eddie, a bad cop still in love 
with his ex-wife Esperanza (Zulay Henao), is 
a volatile, arrogant, and boisterous character.  
And, he’s oh so fun to watch.  Rush, with 
his Atlanta tough guy exterior, makes this 
show what it needs to be: dramatic and 
suspenseful.

In For Better, Smith, whose a sought-after 
acting coach in Hollywood, is still tried and 
true as Angela; just a bit better with age.  The 
audience sees a more down-to-earth Angela 
who’s comfortable in her marriage and living 
a great life as a successful wife, mother, 
and business woman; otherwise known as 
an awesome image of 
a strong black woman.

Black-ish’s Anderson 
and Fishburne, who 
are also producers on 
the show, have great 
comedic timing and 
make the characters 
relatable.  Anderson’s 
Andre Sr. is more than 
just the typical “angry 
black man.”  He gives 
a voice to how we are 
viewed in society today.  
Likewise, Fishburne’s 
Pops represents how 
the older generations, 
who lived through 
brutal segregation, see 
themselves in the post-
Obama society: racism 
still exists, but you 
can’t let that consume 
your life.

Now that you’ve got the skinny on some 
of the new and returning shows of color 
that fall has to offer, try to keep in mind 
one powerful element of television: ratings.  
Every time you watch a show its popularity 
increases (read: If Loving You’s 1.8 million 
viewers).  The more you watch a good show, 
the more likely you are to keep seeing it on 
TV.  So, if you like what you see, try to make 
some time to relax and enjoy a show for us/
by us.  

Happy TV watching!

Wait is over, TV fans! 
New season is here! 
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Black-ish
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For Better or Worse
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Nick Cannon has been keeping a notebook 
for much of his life, and next year we’ll get to 
see some of the entries. 

The 33-year-old entertainer and record 
producer is working on a book of poems for 
children. 

Scholastic, the New York-based publishing 
house, announced earlier this month that 
it will publish Cannon’s Neon Aliens Ate My 
Homework and Other Poems in March. 

Cannon also has a children’s book 
scheduled to be released this fall, Roc and 
Roe’s Twelve Days of Christmas. The work is 
described as “a delightful and festive picture 
book” and features Cannon’s twins Roc 
(Moroccan) and Roe (Monroe), which he had 
with his wife, Mariah Carey. The couple is 
reportedly estranged. 

Scholastic is the global children’s publishing, 
education and media company. Offi cials note 
that  Neon Aliens “will cover a diverse range of 
kid-friendly topics including funny, silly, gross, 
heartwarming, as well as serious poems, and 
will also include a number of illustrations 
created by Cannon himself.” 

Neon Aliens is for kids ages 7 and up 
will feature black-and-white illustrations by 
acclaimed street artists whose works have been 
shown around the world including Art Mobb (aka 
Michael Farhat), Califawnia (aka Fawn Arthur), 
Captain Kris (aka Kristian Douglas), Morf (aka 
Jack Fish), Queen Andrea (aka Andrea von 
Bujdoss), MAST, and Mike P. 

Cannon, a fi lm star, comedian, TV and 
radio host, musician, writer, director, and 
philanthropist. He is best known as the energetic 
host of America’s Got Talent. People magazine 
called this California native one of the top-10 
most successful young people in Hollywood. 

At the age of 8, Cannon began writing poetry 
and songs, and performing them for friends and 
family. Through what Cannon recalls as “a lot of 
trial and failure,” he recorded his fi rst song at 
home on his boom box. 

At the age of 11, Cannon 
started doing standup 
comedy, and 
by 17, he was 
performing at 
world-renowned 
comedy venues. 
That same year, 
he got his biggest 
break. He became 
a cast member on 
Nickelodeon’s sketch-
comedy series All That. 
Cannon also wrote for 
the show, making him the 
youngest staff writer on 
Nickelodeon’s history. 

Cannon’s comedy 
experience culminated in the 
creation of The Nick Cannon 

Show, which earned him the fi rst of many Kids’ 
Choice Awards—an award show that he later 
hosted several times. More recently, Cannon 
has released several music albums and is 
the creator, producer, and host of MTV’s Nick 
Cannon Presents: Wild ‘N Out, an improv-
comedy show with musical performances.

The inspiration for the book came from 
Cannon’s desire to combine the worlds of 
poetry and hip-hop—two major infl uences that 
have shaped him into the prolifi c artist he is 
today.

“Writing is at the center of everything I do 
as an artist. Doing creative writing—especially 
writing poetry—is when I felt the calmest and 
freest,” Cannon said. “As a kid, it was my 
escape from the inner-city pitfalls.”

He added that the fi rst important writer in 
his life was Shel Silverstein.

“He made me fall in love with writing 
and seeing his whimsical sketches got me 
interested in art. When I was 8 years 
old, I got a spiral notebook and 
wrote my fi rst poem/rap. I fi lled 
that notebook with poems, 
rhymes, jokes, and 
witty stories. I still 
keep one to this 
day. I hope that 
poems in Neon 
Aliens will help 
inspire kids to want 
to get out a pen 
and paper to write 
or draw their own 
thoughts, rhymes, 
and stories.”
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 By LYNN ELBER
AP Television Writer

LOS ANGELES — Queen Latifah is making changes in 
her daytime talk show for its second season. The biggest, 
she said, involves her. 

“Everything at the end of the day comes down to me 
being myself,” Latifah said. “My whole goal this year is to 
be more loose, more playful, more fun, more provocative.” 

The result, she said, will be “juicy.” 
“For me, it’s having a good old time and being La,” 

Latifah said. 
Her fi rst year with The Queen Latifah Show provided 

a lesson in what worked and what didn’t. The show has a 
new executive producer, Todd Yasui, to steer it. 

Celebrities, of course, remain part of the equation. 
Reese Witherspoon, Toni Braxton, Goldie Hawn, Kristen 
Bell and Snoop Dogg are among those who appeared in 
week one. The “get” Latifah still is angling for: President 
Barack Obama and fi rst lady Michelle Obama. 

During the fi rst season, the 44-year-old singer 
and actress said, audiences responded to the show’s 

motivational, upbeat elements, and they’ll be more 
prominent this time around. 

An initiative dubbed One Step Further will help empower 
people to pursue their dreams, she said, with a segment that 
aired Sept. 17 focused on children in Camden, New Jersey. 

Queen Screen will beam Latifah via big-screen to public 
venues such as malls, surprising people with both the host 
and prizes. The High Note is a recurring segment in which 
Latifah, guests and studio audience members share good 
news for a cheery ending to the hour. 

Her unique status as a pioneering rapper is key to 
another goal. 

“While I have a show, I can help female rappers have 
a voice and be heard,” Latifah said. “Hip-hop is such a big 
genre of music with such big infl uence that it can change 
the world. But it can’t change the world without a woman’s 
voice in it.” 

Queen Latifah is competing for viewers with entrenched 
series including Dr. Phil and The Ellen DeGeneres Show, as 
well as newcomer The Meredith Vieira Show, hosted by the 
former Today personality. 

Bill Carroll, an expert on the syndication market for 
Katz Media, said Queen Latifah did “good, not great” in 
its debut year, trailing Dr. Phil, The Steve Harvey Show and 
others in the ratings. Improving its numbers represents a 
challenge. 

“The most diffi cult thing for any show, even in a 
second season where there’s some reinvention, is that 
the audience has already sampled the show,” Carroll said. 
“And for the most part, if it’s not in a new time period 
they’ve already made their decision.” 

Latifah said she’s ready for battle, with all due respect 
to her rivals. 

“We all know what this (competition) is and we all go 
hard,” she said. “I wish everybody the best of luck, but 
I’m focused on making this show a hit and building our 
audience.” 

Queen Latifah 
promises a ‘juicy’
second season

PHOTO COURTESY OF QUEENLATIFAH.COM

Queen Latifah



6C |   SEPTEMBER 25 — OCTOBER 1, 2014 | SOUTH FLORIDA TIMES | SFLTIMES.COM | SoFlo LIVE

travel

By BETH J. HARPAZ 
AP Travel Editor

NEW YORK — Fall used to be off-peak for 
tourism everywhere except New England and 
other fall foliage destinations. But autumn 
tourism is rising, with traditional summer 
hotspots increasingly busy September through 
November. 

For empty-nesters, baby boomers and 
others oblivious to school calendars, the appeal 
of a fall vacation includes hotel and airfare 
bargains, fewer crowds because kids are back 
in school and mild weather — with the exception 
of the occasional hurricane. 

Lara Berdine and Mark 
Petrella, New Yorkers in 
their 40s, visit Italy each 
fall because “it's cheaper, 
the weather is cooler and 
we can see the country as it 
really is, rather than in high 
season when it's inundated 
with tourists,” said Berdine. 
“You find people are more 
relaxed in stores and 
everyone is in a better 
mood. I've been to Rome in 
the dead of summer and it 
was hell.”

Hilarye Fuller, a 
Knoxville, Tennessee, mom 
who writes a travel blog 
at DottingtheMap.com, 
figured a summer trip to 
Disney World in Florida 
would be “miserably hot and super crowded,” 
so she's going in October. With kids ages 1, 3 
and 5, “we don't have to worry about school.” 

Scott Berman, who analyzes the 
hospitality and leisure industry for 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, says September and 
October, when school's back in session, have 
“historically been a slower period for leisure 
destinations. Not only are there fewer crowds, 
but it's more economical.” And not just for U.S. 

travel: “You can fly to Paris for less than you 
would in July or August and get to see the Mona 
Lisa without crowds.” 

But even traditional fall destinations say the 
season is getting busier. “Everything used to 
close on Columbus Day, and now the weekend 
after is one of the busiest, with the help of group 
tours trying to get foliage into their itinerary 
but at a little bit of a lower rate,” said Jayne 
O'Connor, president of the White Mountains 
Attractions Association in New Hampshire. 
Between Halloween events in October and 
Christmas-themed attractions opening in 
November, “many attractions are now staying 
open straight up until the ski areas open.” 

THE BEACH IN FALL 
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, just 

launched a campaign called “The Secret's Out: 
60 More Days of Summer” to attract visitors 
in September and October when “we still 
have summerlike conditions — very warm air 
temperatures and the water is still beautiful,” 
said Scott Schult, executive vice president of 
the Myrtle Beach Area Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. 

One reason some folks 
like the beach in fall? Dogs 
are allowed! “The dogs 
think they're in heaven. You 
can even throw tennis balls 
in the water for them,” 
said Craig Conroy, 69, who 
lives near Pittsburgh and 
vacations every September 
on Assateague Island in 
Maryland and Virginia. He 
loves dining out in the area, 
too: “You get much better 
service because they 
assume you're a native, 
not a tourist. The ticky-
tacky carnival things on 
the Ocean City boardwalk 
might be closed, but what 
they don't have open are 

things you don't really 
want.” 

Florida also reports 
more fall tourists, 
especially among overseas 
visitors, who increased 20 
percent October-December 
between 2011 and 2013. 
Panama City Beach's 
lodging revenue is up 56 
percent for September and 
October since 2009. And 
while Labor Day in early 
September used to signal 
the end of Panama City's 
tourist season, festivals 
— from beach concerts to 
pirate-themed parties —  
now attract visitors every 
fall weekend. 

NATIONAL PARKS AND THE WEST 
Wildlife-viewing, foliage and cooler hiking 

weather have always fueled autumn tourism in 
the West, but some destinations report more 
fall visitors than ever. Yellowstone National Park 
had more than 500,000 September visitors 
for the first time in 2010, but they've topped 
500,000 every September since. Regional 
fall attractions include trout fishing and the 
Rendezvous Royale, a September festival in 
Cody, Wyoming. 

At the Zion Lodge in Utah's Zion National 
Park, tourism used to slow by mid-October, but 
now it's strong into November, according to 
lodge general manager Daisy Hobbs. An annual 
outdoor arts event, In the Footsteps of Thomas 
Moran, is part of the draw. 

In New Mexico, September is nearly as 
strong as August, according to state tourism 
spokeswoman Jolene Mauer. The International 
Balloon Fiesta in Albuquerque brings another 
spike in October. Colorado's golden aspens and 
elk-mating have long drawn fall visitors, but as 
elsewhere, the season keeps getting longer. 
A half-dozen years ago, luxury guest ranch 
Vista Verde near Steamboat 
Springs closed in late 
September, but this year 
there's enough demand to 
stay open until Oct. 19. 

 
AMERICANS AT HOME 

AND ABROAD 
Increased fall tourism 

is part of a larger recovery 
by the travel industry as 
the recession recedes. 
Hotel occupancy rates 
have inched up every 
September, October and 
November for the past four 
years, according to data 
from STR, which tracks 
hotel industry data. The 
U.S. Travel Association says 

the percentage of trips taken during fall has 
steadily increased from 23 percent in 2008 to 
26 percent in 2012. 

Fall trips to Europe and group tours are 
up, too. U.S. Tour Operators Association says 
some members report double-digit growth over 
last fall, like luxury operator Abercrombie & 
Kent, with sales up 25 percent this September-
November compared with 2013. David Rosner, 
co-CEO of smarTours, says the company's 
“busiest months” are September, October and 
November. 

More U.S. citizens have flown to Europe 
from the U.S. in September than in August for 
each of the past four years. Travel from the 
U.S. to Europe also increased each of the past 
four Octobers, according to Trans-Atlantic, an 
industry newsletter. Five years ago, Oceania 
Cruises ran its last trips in Europe at the end 
of October, but this year they'll have ships there 
through mid-November. 

Barbara Golden of St. Augustine, Florida, 
says she was disappointed when booking her 
fall trip to the Rocky Mountains to find few 
bargains in hotels and car rentals. “I guess,” 
she said, “the secret’s out.” 

Fall tourism rising: Fewer crowds, nice weather 

PHOTO COURTESY OF KALEIDOSCOPEADVENTURES.COM
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 Please email your event to news@sfl times.com by the preceding Thursday at 10 a.m.

Sept. 25 - Oct. 4

COMPILED By  MARISSA CLARKE
Special to South Florida Times

events calendar

September  25 • • •

September 25

Disney on Ice-Worlds of Fantasy: The entire 
family is sure to love watching the action 
unfold on the ice as favorite characters 
from Cars, Toy Story 3, Tinker Bell, and The 
Little Mermaid put on a show. Expect high-
speed stunts, pixie dust and moments from 
Disney movie favorites come to life. This 
one of a kind ice show features a brilliant 
blend of fun skating tricks and special 
effects for an unforgettable show. 7 p.m. 
today, 7 p.m. Friday, 11 a.m., 3 p.m. and 7 
p.m. Saturday, 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. Sunday 
at AmericanAirlines Arena, 601 Biscayne 
Blvd., Miami.  $24.70 to $68.10. 1-800-
745-3000 or www.ticketmaster.com.

September 26

Movies in the Park: Catch a screening of 
Hotel Transylvania. The animated comedy 
follows Dracula, who runs a high-end resort 
away from the human world. The fun starts 
when a human boy discovers the place and 
falls for Dracula’s daughter, Mavis. Starring 
Adam Sandler and Selena Gomez, this 

Art Club Thursdays: A screening of the 
fi lm Eames: The Architect & the Painter 
follows the story of husband-and-wife 
team Charles and Ray Eames. Through 
interviews with friends, colleagues, and 
experts with archival footage the story of 
the industrial designers is retold. 1:30 
to 3 p.m. at the Bass Museum of Art, 
2100 Collins Ave., Miami Beach. Free with 
museum admission of $8 for adults, $6 
for seniors and students with ID. 305-673-
7530 or www.bassmuseum.org

animated fi lm is sure to be funny. Come before 
the show for face painting, bounce houses, 
music and buy food from local food trucks. 
6:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m. show at Tamarac Sports 
Complex, 9901 NW 77th St., Tamarac. Free. 
954-597-3620.

Friday Night Groove Karaoke: Belt out your 
favorite tunes with the help of Karaoke 
DJ Todd! Todd is a songwriter, composer, 
and musician who is sure to make this 
karaoke night one to remember 6 to 11 p.m. 
at Schnebly’s Redland Winery, 30205 SW 
217th Ave., Homestead. $10. 305-242-1224 
or visit schneblywinery.com/events.

September  26 • • •

Viernes Cultural/Cultural Friday: Take a 
stroll through the streets of Little Havana, 
stop in a local restaurant, dance to live 
music and view work by local artists. This 
monthly event has something for the entire 
family!  7 to 11 p.m. in Domino Plaza, 
SW Eighth Street between 13th and  17th 
Avenues in Miami.  305-643-5500 or visit 
www.viernesculturales.org. 

September 27

WoodyStock: Groove to the sounds of 
Fourth Dimension and DJ Beats Bailey at 
this fundraiser for the Woody Foundation. 
Established in 2011, the Woody Foundation 
is a nonprofi t that assists in the recovery for 
people with spinal cord injuries. The concert 
also features performances by The Boom 
Booms, Magical Beat and the Robby Hunter 
Band. 4 to 8 p.m. at Peacock Park, 2820 
McFarlane Rd., Coconut Grove. Free. 305-
469-2408 or www.woodyfoundation.org. 

September 28

China’s Last Empire Family Day:  Celebrate 
Chinese Culture with art activities and a 
scavenger hunt through the China’s Last 
Empire-The Art and Culture of the Qing 
Dynasty exhibit. Noon to 4 p.m. at the Lowe 
Art Museum at the University of Miami, 1301 
Stanford Dr., Coral Gables.  $5 suggested 
donation. 305-284-5587 for reservations. 

September  27 • • •

Gianmarco: Groove to the sounds of the 
award-winning Peruvian singer who has 
worked with Gloria Estefan, Marc Anthony, 
Paulina Rubio and more! Gianmarco has 
multiple Latin Grammy nominations and 
awards under his belt and is sure to put 
on an unforgettable show. 8 p.m. at the 
Olympia Theater at Gusman Center, 174 
E. Flagler St., Miami. $45-$75. 305-374-
2444 or www.olympiatheater.org. 

September  27 • • •

September  26 • • •

PAMM Art Storytime: Children ages 3-5 
can enjoy an afternoon of arts and crafts 
and storytelling at the Perez Art Museum 
Miami (PAMM) the fun starts at 1 p.m., 
at the museum, 1103 Biscayne Blvd., 
Miami. $10, $7 for member children, 
$12 adults. Pre-registration is required 
call 786-354-5641.

September  28 • • •
Joana Gonzalez: The 
fi fth season of the 
Trinity Piano Concert 
Series opens with a 
performance by this 
18 year-old pianist. 
Gonzalez is a stu-
dent at the Univer-
sity of Miami’s Frost 
School of Music and 
will perform works by 
Beethoven, Scriabin, 
Mendelssohn and 
Liebermann. 4 p.m. 
at the Trinity Luther-
an Church, 11 SW 
11th St., Fort Lauder-
dale. $10 donation. 
954-987-5481. 

Fashion Extravaganza: Experience the 
hottest trends and skincare tips for men and 
women at the 5th Annual Mulcare Beauty, 
Fashion and Award extravaganza. JB Couture, 
Harrell's Fine Fashions, Eve's Treasures and 
Dress Barn showcase the latest fashion! 4-7 
p.m. at the Greater Hollywood Jaycees, 2930 
Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood. $25 advance; 
$35 at door. 954-981-6969, or online at 
www.mulcarebeauty.com

September 29

Yoga in the Park: Bring your yoga mat, water, 
and a towel to relax and unwind with a yoga 
session by the bay. A certifi ed instructor 
will lead you through the movements and 
the atmosphere is perfect to reduce your 
stress before returning to the weekday 
grind. 6 p.m. at Bayfront Park Amphitheater, 
301 Biscayne Blvd., Miami. Free. 305-358-
7550.

October 1
Odisea: Check out choreographer Carolyn 
Dorfman in action as she stages this 
performance with her dancers. Dorfman is a 
child survivor of the Holocaust, and this latest 
piece is designed to reveal the universal 
connection shared by groups traditionally 
marginalized and persecuted. The work 
follows 23 Jewish people as they give up 
their home for a new beginning. 11 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. at the Little Haiti Cultural Complex 
Studios, 212 NE 59th Terr., Miami. Free. www.
dancenowmiami.org. 

October 4

Lyric Live:  Comedian Chello hosts this amateur 
night where local singers, dancers, rappers, 
spoken word artists and more compete for a 
$500 prize. Be sure to cheer on your favorites 
because the audience determines the winner. 
Jody Hill and the Deep Fried Funk Band 
provide the music. 6 p.m. happy hour with 
a live DJ and cash bar, 8 p.m. show at the 
Lyric Theater, 819 NW Second Ave., Miami. 
$10-$25 with VIP seating available. 305-636-
2390 or visit www.theblackarchives.org.
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Family Features — Football season can 
only mean one thing – time to grab the 
best seat in the house, and we’re not 
talking about at the stadium. In fact, 77 
percent of Americans think the best seat 
in the house is at home in front of an 
HDTV, according to a recent survey by 
McIlhenny Company, maker of Tabasco 
brand products. Instead of heading to the 
stadium, keep the tailgate at home and 
throw a “homegating” party. 

The ultimate homegate is not only about 
the football game, it’s about the food. No 
matter what’s happening on the field, the 
spread can be the real game-changer. In 
fact, the survey found the following:

• 78 percent of American adults think 
good food can make up for a bad 
game.

• Americans spend, on average, 42 
percent of the game eating or drinking.

• Over half of Americans (57 percent) 
voted the grill as the most important 
appliance when hosting a homegate.

For a homegate touchdown, banish the 
boring and serve beer-infused chili, which 
is sure to please all your family, friends and 
football fans. For other ways to spice up 
game day, visit www.tabasco.com. 

Super Good Chili
Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 30 minutes
Servings: 6

1  tablespoon vegetable oil
1 1/2  pounds ground beef chuck
1  large onion, chopped
2  garlic cloves, minced
1  tablespoon ground cumin
1  (12 ounce) can diced tomatoes
2  (16 ounce) cans pinto beans, drained and rinsed
1  (16 ounce) can red kidney beans, drained and rinsed
1  (12 ounce) can or bottle beer
1  (4 ounce) can diced green chilies
1  tablespoon TABASCO brand Original Red Sauce
1  1/2 teaspoons salt
 Shredded cheddar and Monterey Jack cheese, optional

Heat oil in 5-quart saucepot over medium heat. Add beef and cook 
until well browned on all sides, about 5 minutes. With a slotted spoon, 
remove to bowl.

Add onion and garlic to drippings remaining in skillet; cook over 
medium heat until tender, about 5 minutes. 

Return meat to saucepot; stir in cumin. Cook 1 minute. Stir in 
diced tomatoes with liquid, pinto beans, red kidney beans, beer, green 
chilies, Tabasco Sauce and salt. Heat to boiling over high heat. Reduce 
heat to low; cover and simmer 20 minutes to blend flavors, stirring 
occasionally. 

Serve with cheese, if desired.

SCORE A TOUCHDOWN
THIS FOOTBALL SEASON

sfltimes.com
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