
By DAPHNE TAYLOR
Special to South Florida Times

In light of the situation surrounding the Ferguson, 
Missouri and New York cases involving unarmed black 
men, Michael Brown and Eric Garner, police depart-
ments all across the nation are under scrutiny. Relation-
ships between black males and policemen are called 
into question. Protestors have taken to streets all over 
the world, protesting these contested relationships and 
devastating outcomes. So what is the answer? Is there 
a disconnect between white officers and black males? 
Will police chiefs undoubtedly back up their officers in 
controversial police shootings? Clearly, there's a percep-
tion in the black community that officers don't value their 
lives - particular the lives of black males. What can be 
done to change this?

Ferguson Police Chief, Thomas Jackson, was called 
the dumbest police chief in America after his handling of 
the Ferguson, Missouri debacle. He called Darren Wilson, 
the White officer who shot unarmed teenager, Michael 
Brown, "a kind, and gentle person." He also said there 
were no racial problems in his department or commu-
nity. Many found these 
comments laughable, 
but it clearly demon-
strates the disconnect 
between the percep-
tion of the people, and 
the head of the police 
department. In a larger 
sense, it spotlights the 
myriad of problems 
between police de-
partments and citizens. 
It seems to be a broken 
relationship that many 
wonder if it will ever be 
better.

In a lengthy tele-
phone conversation, 
Clarence Williams III, 
the police chief of Riv-
iera Beach, a predomi-
nantly black city in Palm 
Beach County, attempts to address some of these ills. 
Granted, his force is predominantly black, but every 
police department is being watched closely as a result 
of the outcry in wake of the latest controversial police 
shootings. According to Williams, there's lots of work that 
needs to be done on both sides - law enforcement and 
in the community. But he does say that many mistakes 
were made in Ferguson, which his industry can learn 
from. "They did some things right, but they did things 
wrong. Anytime there's loss of life, it's a tragic situation. 
The community should be concerned. But we should be 
concerned whether that's at the hands of the bad guys or 
the officer," he said on Wednesday. "This is an excellent 
opportunity for our industry to learn from. We learned 
that it's important to have relationships with their com-
munity. We can't have this kind of distrust," he said of 
the Ferguson community and it's police force. "When we 
have so much distrust, we, as police executives, have to 
pay attention to that. As chief executive officers, we have 
to reassure the community that we are there for them, 
and that we'll keep them informed."

One of the biggest criticisms of police and concerns 
of citizens is the abuse of power that seems apparent 
in some instances. Williams said police do have a lot of 

By JOSÉ PÉREZ
Special to South Florida Times

The scrutiny on police officers around the country has 
grown in the wake of 
the outcry over the 
deaths of unarmed 
civilians like Mike 
Brown and Eric Gard-
ner and a brighter 
light is shining on po-
lice departments from 
coast to coast.  As the 
Director of one of the 
largest law enforce-
ment agencies in the 
United States, J.D. Pat-
terson of the Miami-
Dade Police Depart-
ment is resolute in how 
his officers are viewed 
by the community.  

“The officers of 
the Metro-Dade Police 
Department are not 
agents of brutality,” 
said Patterson.  There 
have been 9 police-
involved shootings 

in his department this 
year - two of them were 

fatal.  These cases are normally referred to outside agencies 
for additional investigation.

“We have a clear and defined policy [and] a very thor-
ough process” that involves the local State Attorney’s Office 
and the Florida Department of Law Enforcement.”

While the MDPD has long cooperated with the State 
Attorney’s Office in instances of police-involved shoot-
ings, this relationship with the FDLE is unique to police 
departments in the state and is “still being developed.”  
Patterson said he expects the outside investigative agen-
cy relationship with the FDLE to be official by January 
1, 2015.  “Mayor [Carlos] Gimenez has always done his 
best,” said Patterson, to ensure greater accountability.   “It 
was his idea a long time ago.”

MDPD has already started referring instances of po-
lice-involved shooting to the FDLE and the Memoranda of 
Understanding cementing the relationship is in Tallahas-
see “waiting to be signed,” said Patterson.

Also in the works are Body 1 Cameras to be worn by 
MDPD police officers.   “We’re still trying to get the bugs 
worked out” but, Director Patterson added, the process 
has been “accelerated since Ferguson.”  Patterson said 
that the project has been studied since the beginning of 
his tenure as Director two years ago.  The first planned 
phase for the cameras will involve about a quarter of 
2,000 uniformed MDPD officers (there are a total of 2,800 
officers under Patterson’s supervision).  “We’re going to 
start with 500,” he said.   Among the details that have to be 
worked out before the Body 1 Cameras can be deployed 
on MDPD police officers include purchasing units, train-
ing officers, updating Department policy plus modifying 
state public record laws to protect victims of crimes.   Pat-
terson added that pertinent polices are “being worked 
on” especially with the Department’s union, the Police 
Benevolent Association, who, Patterson added, “has con-
cerns.”  Patterson did not elaborate on what those con-
cerns were for the PBA.

Patterson said his department has been “looking and 
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Patterson committed 
to maintaining peace 

By KYOTO WALKER
Special to South Florida Times

 The fallout from the Ferguson and Staten Island in-
dictment cases, which cleared a police officer from each 
city of criminal charges after an unarmed black teenag-
er and an unarmed black man were killed in two sepa-
rate incidents involving the officers, has surfaced in Bro-
ward County.  Protesters from around South Florida and 
other states marched 
in downtown Fort Lau-
derdale Saturday, Dec. 
13 as a part of a na-
tionwide movement 
decrying the deaths of 
minorities caused by 
police officers.

Demonstrators de-
manded justice for 
minorities across the 
country who have en-
countered extreme 
or excessive force by 
law enforcement of-
ficers, including Mis-
souri teenager Michael 
Brown, who was shot to 
death by a police of-
ficer in Ferguson, and 
Eric Garner, of New 
York, who died after being put in a chokehold by a po-
lice officer in Staten Island when trying to subdue him.

Grand juries determined that Ferguson police officer 
Darren Wilson, 28, who shot and killed Brown and New 
York police officer Daniel Pantaleo, 29, who held Garner 
in chokehold even after Garner complained that he could 
not breathe, would not be indicted on criminal charges.  

Fort Lauderdale Police Chief Franklin C. Adderley said 
the city has had two formal protests and 

several more are scheduled.  “We 
know that protesters are being co-
ordinated by people that don’t live 
in the city,” he said.  “They have no 
idea what our relationship is, our lo-
cal police department, with our black 

community.”  Adderley said that 
being transparent is essential, 

and his department tries to 
answer questions even if 
they don’t always have 
the answers.

Although residents 
have expressed some 
concerns about the re-
cent incidents involving 
the deaths of unarmed 
African-American men, 

the police department has 
worked diligently to build a bridge of communication and 
trust with Fort Lauderdale residents, Adderley said.  “We 
have been working for many years to establish the cur-
rent relationship that we have,” he said.  “The unrest, why 
people from other cities feel they need to come to our city 
to protest, I really can’t answer that question.”  

Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel said that although 
the unrest has created tensions between law enforcement 
agencies and communities, the Broward County Sher-
iff’s Office (BSO) has worked hard to ease those tensions.  
“Sadly, the unrest has exposed underlying tensions that 
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Black on black crime 
a greater problem

 Police Chiefs affi rm commitment to black community
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As part of Kwanzaa tradition, after enjoying family dinner, an elder leads guests 

in the Harambee (ha-RAM-bee) salute, where everyone says “Harambee!” 

seven times in unison. In Swahili, the word Harambee means “all pull together.”  

This year, Publix pulls together with your family to celebrate the special holiday.

O u r  F a m i l y .  O u r  F O O d . 

O u r  C e l e b r a t i O n .

Happy 2014
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WASHINGTON, D.C. (AP) — Top community colleg-
es in the nation committed to collectively graduating 
an additional 6,500 students by 2020, including many 
from disadvantaged backgrounds. At the White House 
College Opportunity Day of Action, a summit hosted by 
President Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama, the 
15 participating colleges –including Broward County 
Community College- all former winners and finalists for 
the Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence – 
pledged to increase the total number of graduates pro-
duced by nearly 50 percent above current levels.

 The Aspen College Excellence Program convened 
this new community college collaborative in response 
to President Obama’s call to increase the number of 
American’s with college degrees.  “Aspen Prize final-

ist community colleges have already demonstrated that 
they can achieve remarkable levels of student success 
and that they are committed to continuous improvement,” 
said Joshua Wyner, executive director of the Aspen In-
stitute College Excellence Program and author of What 
Excellent Community Colleges Do. “This new commitment 

reflects the belief among faculty, staff, and leaders at 
these Aspen Prize institutions that through collaboration 
and sharing of strategies their colleges can measurably 
improve student success.”

 Each of the 15 participating colleges has established 
its own completion goals based on the specific initia-
tives and priorities of their campuses. For example, some 
have focused on increasing enrollment and completion 
in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) 
fields, while others have set overall completion goals tied 
to the implementation of promising practices around de-
velopmental education or introductory course re-design. 
With few exceptions, the colleges are making these com-
mitments without expecting increases in state funding 
or other revenues, and thus additional graduates will be 

achieved at the same or reduced costs.
 New Aspen Prize Award – Most Improved in Student 

Success
At the White House Summit on College Opportunity 

Aspen also announced that a new $100,000 award for 
“most improved” in the area of student success would be 

awarded at the March 2015 announcement of the winner of 
the Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence. The 
new award will highlight successful practices from commu-
nity colleges that have made dramatic improvement, espe-
cially in contexts where the barriers to student success are 
high and the fewest students have been succeeding. 

 Since its launch in 2011, the College Excellence Pro-
gram has focused on rewarding and shining a spotlight on 
community colleges with both strong achievement and im-
provement in student outcomes through its Prize for Com-
munity College Excellence. Awarded every two years, the 
Aspen Prize recognizes outstanding institutions selected 
from an original pool of more than 1,000 community colleg-
es nationwide. With a singular focus on student success, the 
Aspen Prize assesses achievements in four areas: student 
learning, certificate and degree completion, high rates of 
employment and earnings for graduates, and high levels of 
access and success for minority and low-income students.

 
List of 15 Participating Colleges

 1.   Broward College (Fort Lauderdale, FL) – 2013 and  
 2015 Finalist for Aspen Prize for Community Col- 
 lege Excellence

2.    College of the Ouachitas (Malvern, AR) – 2013 for  
 Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence

3.    El Paso Community College (El Paso, TX) – 2013  
 and 2015 Finalist for Aspen Prize for Community  
 College Excellence

4.    Hostos Community College (Bronx, NY) – 2015 Fi- 
 nalist for Aspen Prize for Community College Ex-

       cellence
5.    Indian River State College (Fort Pierce, FL) – 2015 Fi- 

 nalist for Aspen Prize for Community College Ex- 
 cellence

6.    Kennedy-King College (Chicago, IL) – 2015 Final- 
 ist for Aspen Prize for Community College Excel- 
 lence

7.    Lake Area Technical Institute (Watertown, SD) –  
 2011, 2013, 2015 Finalist for Aspen Prize for Com- 
 munity College Excellence

8.   Olympic College (Bremerton, WA) – 2015 Finalist  
 for Aspen Prize for Community College Excel- 
 lence

9.   Renton Technical College (Renton, WA) – 2015 Fi- 
 nalist for Aspen Prize for Community College Ex- 
 cellence

10.  Santa Barbara City College (Santa Barbara, CA) –  
 2013 Co-Winner of Aspen Prize for Community  
 College Excellence

11.  Santa Fe College (Gainesville, FL) – 2013, 2015  
 Finalist for Aspen Prize for Community College  
 Excellence

12. Southwest Texas Junior College (Uvalde, TX) –  
 2011 Finalists for the Aspen Prize for Community  
 College Excellence

13.  Valencia College (Orlando, FL) – 2011 Winner of  
 Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence

14.  West Kentucky Community & Technical College  
 (Paducah, KY) – 2011, 2013, 2015 Finalist for Aspen  
 Prize for Community College Excellence

15.  Walla Walla Community College (Walla Walla,   
              WA) – 2013 Co-Winner of Aspen Prize for Community    

        College Excellence

Community colleges will graduate nearly 50 percent  more minorities
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College graduates experiencing the joy of commencement.
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WASHINGTON, DC — On Wednesday, July 23, 2014 the National Bar Association 
(NBA) held a “Town Hall” meeting in Atlanta, Georgia, to address the issues of police 
brutality and specific cases such as the “Eric Garner” case from Staten Island, New York. 
Under the leadership of NBA President Pamela Meanes, the NBA vowed to lead a “War 
Against Police Brutality.” The National Bar Association has seen progress from the fruits 
of our labor in the following areas:

FEDERAL ACTION AGAINST POLICE BRUTALITY

NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION DEMANDS: In July, the National Bar Associa-
tion demanded that the federal government cease and decease from sending military 
equipment to local governments and pass a law requiring local police officers to wear 
body cameras and to allocate funding for the same. The National Bar Association en-
courages President Obama to enact these demands.

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S PROPOSED EXECUTIVE ORDER: Since the demands 
from the National Bar Association that the U.S Government cease the distribution of 
military equipment to local law enforcement and set aside funds for body and dash 
cameras, President Obama has proposed a three-year $263 million investment package 
with $75 million set aside to purchase body-worn cameras. The investment package 
will allow expanded training for law enforcement agencies (LEAs), add more resources 
for police department reform, and multiply the number of cities where the Department 
of Justice facilitates community and local LEA engagement. As part of this initiative, a 
new “Body Worn Camera Partnership Program” would provide a 50 percent match to 
states/localities who purchase body worn cameras and requisite storage. Overall, the 
proposed $75 million investment over three years could help purchase 50,000 body 
worn cameras. The initiative as a whole will help the federal government’s efforts to be 
a full partner with state and local LEAs in order to build and sustain trust between com-
munities and those who serve and protect these communities.

ACTION AGAINST POLICE BRUTALITY IN STATES TARGETED BY THE NATION-
AL BAR ASSOCIATION

NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION DEMAND: In September 2014, the National Bar 
Association sent open records requests to the following 25 cities that have been identi-
fied as having an alleged history of police misconduct and brutality cases: Birmingham, 
AL; Little Rock, AR; Phoenix, AZ; Los Angeles, CA; San Jose, CA; Washington, DC; Jack-
sonville, FL; Miami, FL; Atlanta, GA; Chicago, IL; Louisville, KY; Baltimore, MD; Detroit, MI; 
Kanas City, MO; St. Louis, MO; Charlotte, NC; Las Vegas, NV; New York City, NY; Cleveland, 
OH; Memphis, TN; Philadelphia, PA; Dallas, TX; Houston, TX; San Antonio, TX and Milwau-

kee, WI. The open records requests sought information regard-
ing the number of individuals who have been killed, racially 

profiled, wrongfully arrested and/or injured while pursued 
or in police custody. The purpose of these request was to 
determine how pervasive the problem of racial profiling, 
and officer involved shootings of unarmed individuals 
exists in these aforementioned cities. The NBA will sub-
mit results of our inquiries to the Department of Justice 
and demand that it launch a full investigation and request 
a federal oversight of the cities that have been identified 

with problems. Since filing these request, several police 
departments who were served with our open records re-
quests have made some key changes:

STILL WORK TO BE DONE: “While the NBA is 
hopeful for the newly evolving steps taken by a few law en-
forcement departments to increase transparency, open dia-

logue between police departments and community resi-
dents, and to honestly investigate incidents involving the 

use of force, statistics show much progress remains to 
be seen, particularly in large cities such as New York, 
Oakland, Chicago, Detroit and Los Angeles,” stated 
President Meanes, President of the National Bar As-
sociation. “Often unarmed black men (and women) 

mere existence is threat enough to draw deadly force, 
if not to justify it. Too often police officers first instinct 

is to escalate instead of de-escalate force in African-
American communities. There remains an imbalance in 
our criminal justice system. The relationship between law 
enforcement and the communities they serve have left 

many of these communities in fear of law enforcement. This has created a deep rooted sense 
of resentment and mistrust of law enforcement.

Demanding the Implementation of New State and Local Laws How to Implement: Re-
quire your councilperson and state legislators to implement the following laws:

LOCAL LAW Mandating Independent Investigations: Visit your City Hall to lo-
cate the following:

• Contact information for all council members.
• The expiration date of council members terms.
• Scheduled council meetings and citizens should attend and demand that the above 

laws are implemented immediately.
• Local attorneys (at least two) are asked to attend each council meeting.
• Demand higher standards for individuals to become police officers (local & state)
STATE LAW: Mandating Independent Investigations: Check your State Legislature 

website for the following:
• State Senate and Congressional representative’s contact information.
• The expiration date of the legislative member’s term.
• Legislature sessions.
• Write letters, attend congressional sessions and demand that the above laws are im-

plemented immediately.
STATE AND LOCAL LAW: Mandating Diversity Training
• Require a standard training program for police officers in every state.
• Show up on the steps of your state legislative and/or your local municipal building 

and demand that the above laws are implemented immediately. For more information: 
nbacrimlawsection@gmail.com.

DEMAND CONGRESSIONAL ACTION BEFORE DEMOCRATS LEAVE SENATE

• Congress Pass laws related to: 
• Body Video Cameras
• Use of Force
• Elevation of Force
• Permanent Suspension
• Felony Police Brutality
• End the “School to Prison Pipeline”

Opinion

WE WELCOME YOUR LETTERS

South Florida Times welcomes and encourages our readers to comment on opinions and 
other content in the newspaper and generally. Letters should be no more than 300 words 
and are subject to being edited for grammar, brevity and clarity. All letters become the prop-
erty of South Florida Times. Include your name, address and phone number and send your letter 
to News@SFLTimes.com, fax it to 954-356-9395 or mail it to South Florida Times, 3020 NE 32nd Ave., 
Suite 200, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308, Attention “Letters to the Editor.” 
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National Bar Association seeks to eradicate police brutality
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Pamela Meanes

Recent events around the coun-
try highlight the importance of trust 
and respect between law enforce-
ment agencies and the people we 
protect and serve.  

When I became the sheriff of 
Broward County, it was my top pri-
ority to build and strengthen the 
bonds between our communities 
and the Broward Sheriff’s Office.   
For two years now, I remain focused 
on those efforts to create a culture 
of trust, transparency, communica-
tions and cooperation.  Our proac-
tive relationships with communities 
address concerns and issues as 
they arise, rather than being reac-
tive after problems reach a break-
ing point.   

From day one, we have built a 
multicultural agency which bet-
ter reflects our community.  The 
faces of Broward are the faces you 
will see at all levels of our agency.  
When you make a concerted effort 
to have that, diversity takes care of 
itself. Today, BSO is an agency that 
better reflects all persons of Bro-
ward County, regardless of race, 
religion, gender or sexual orien-
tation.  Among our personnel, we 
encourage ethnic pride, religious 
heritage and cultural identity – and 
we do so in a manner that honors 
inclusiveness.

Keeping young people in our 
community out of jail has been 
another major priority.  We want 
to keep youth in the classroom 
by mandating civil citations for 
first-time juvenile offenders.  This 
gives each child who makes a 
mistake a chance to continue their 
education with a clean record 
and provides an opportunity for a 
bright future.  Aiding in this initia-
tive is BSO’s pioneering participa-
tion in the Broward School Board’s 
PROMISE (Preventing Recidivism 
through Opportunities, Mentor-
ing, Interventions, Supports and 

Education) program in our public 
schools.  The program offers alter-
natives to arrests and suspensions 
through school counseling and 
intervention, to end the school-to-
prison pipeline. 

To bridge the gap between law 
enforcement and the community, 
we know we must earn your trust.  
We have made significant strides 
in achieving this through a change 
in the culture at BSO, particularly 
through our Community Outreach 
unit’s efforts.  Community outreach 
is a key component of a successful 
modern community-policing pro-
gram.  In certain instances, voicing 
concerns to a deputy with a badge 
and a gun can be intimidating. By 
contrast, the Community Outreach 
team is primarily comprised of 
civilians who are diverse in back-
grounds and skills who connect 
with community members, leaders 
and groups one-on-one.

In the past, not every voice 
was heard at BSO.  Today, BSO is 
an agency committed to listening, 
which has resulted in everyone 
being represented.  I attend so 
many religious and multicultural 
ceremonies throughout the year 
to expand understanding between 
neighbors.  Community groups 
appreciate BSO’s creative Uniting 
Broward initiative, which builds 
the bridges to make us a stronger, 
safer and better place to live and 
work. 

Making a difference doesn’t 
happen by chance.  It is a product 
of time and hard work.   Broward 
County is our home.  We each want 
our county to be one in which ev-
eryone teaches, encourages, in-
spires and motivates each other.  
Together, we can succeed in all ar-
eas of public safety.  When we have 
open dialogues, we have the ability 
to live in the community we want 
and deserve.

Creating a culture 
of trust in Broward

Governor Scott was elected 
to a  second term as Florida’s 
governor, and four of his di-
rectors of state agencies have 
given their resignations. There 
is nothing unusual about di-
rectors wanting to leave their 
positions, when the governor, 
mayor or presidents begin 
a new term. But in Florida it 
appears that theses directors 
are leaving, because there 
are scandals, and problems in 
their departments.

The four heads that are 
stepping down are Michael 
Crews of the Department of 
Corrections, Ananth Prasad of 
the Department of Transpor-
tation, David Wilkins of the 
Department of Children and 
Families, and Hershel Vinyard 
of the Department of Environ-
mental Protection. In every 
state Department there are al-
ways problems, but in Florida 
it appears that most of these 
leaders were doing a bad job, 
and they are being forced to 
leave.

In politics, the governor 
will usually put out a press 
release, thanking the Depart-
ment head for all his hard 
work, and the new policies 
they have initiated in their de-
partment. But to find out the 
truth, it is important to go be-
hind the public relations talk 
and evaluate their record.

When we start with Her-
schel Vinyard of the DEP, for 

the last three years Florida’s 
ecosystems are collapsing 
with fish kills, algae-choked 
waters, and no one is saying 
anything. The Scott Admin-
istration has cut money for 
spring protection, gutted the 
state’s water management dis-
tricts, and there were a num-
ber of companies polluting 
the environment that the DEP 
was suppose to protect. There 
were obvious problems in this 
department, and it was time 
for Mr. Vinyard to go, but that 
does not mean that things will 
get better.

David Wilkins’ head of 
Department of Children and 
Families is stepping down as 
a rash of recent child deaths 
have been in the news. Last 
month, 8 year-old Cherish Per-
rywinkle was murdered after 
being kidnapped from a Jack-
sonville Walmart. The agency 
has added 100 new agents, but 
a 10 year old girl was killed 
by her foster parents and her 
twin brother was tortured. 
There was a 2 year old beaten 
to death, and a 1 year old dies 
after being left in a hot car — 
even with more funding, the 
agency must improve its re-
cord.

The publicized retire-
ment of Michael Crews as 
head of the Department of 
Corrections, happens as in-
mate gangs led by prison 
guards take over a prison in 

the Pandhandle. There have 
been multiple inmate deaths 
throughout the state from sa-
distic guards, and Mr. Crews 
is retiring among corruption, 
and a cloud of scandals. 

Finally there is Ananth 
Prasad head of the DOT whose 
departure is linked to a ma-
jor scandal with Orlando’s 
Expressway Authority. Board 
member Scott Batterson has 
been indicted on three brib-
ery-related charges, and his 
friends and department head 
Ananth Prasad were trying to 
use the $300 million budget 
to their advantage. It is always 
easier for a management head 
to retire than to be fired.

Governor Scott and his ad-
ministration will be forced to 
play musical chairs and get 
the right people in the key de-
partments’ positions. Things 
are starting somewhat rocky 
for our governor’s second 
term, and I wonder how many 
other heads of state depart-
ments are writing up their res-
ignations.  

Roger Caldwell, a com-
munity activist, author, jour-
nalist, radio host and CEO of 
On Point Media Group, lives 
in Orlando. His book, The In-
spiring Journey of a Stroke 
Survivor, details the story of 
his recovery from a massive 
stroke. He may be reached at 
jet38@bellsouth.net.       

New scandals as Scott gets 
ready to start a new term
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 Laurent Lamothe

By PIERRE-RICHARD LUXAMA 
Associated Press

PORT-AU-PRINCE, HAITI — The Hai-
tian prime minister who resigned under 
pressure over the weekend said Monday 
that the country has made significant 
progress during his tenure even as the 
political standoff that led to his ouster 
continues. 

Laurent Lamothe said foreign invest-
ment and school enrollment both in-
creased during his 31 months as prime 
minister, the longest period anyone has 
held the post in Haitian history. He said 
crime is down and most of the encamp-
ments that sprung up following the Janu-
ary 2010 earthquake are now gone. 

‘The results are there and they are un-
deniable,” Lamothe said in an interview 
with The Associated Press. 

But a bitter political standoff that 
has delayed legislative elections re-
mains. An independent commission 
created by President Michel Martelly 
to resolve the situation recommended 
that Lamothe resign, which he did ear-
ly Sunday. 

I “made the ultimate sacrifice for the 
country to move forward and to respect 
the findings of an independent commis-
sion set up by president,” he said. 

The entire Cabinet must step down as 
well under the Constitution. The commis-
sion had said that Martelly should name 
a new nominee for prime minister this 
week but his nominee must still win ap-
proval from the Senate and the Chamber 
of Deputies. 

The president is also complying with the 
rest of the commission’s recommendations, 

including removing the entire electoral 
council and replacing it with new members 
following negotiations with lawmakers and 
releasing several people considered po-
litical prisoners by the opposition, govern-
ment spokesman Lucien Jura said Monday. 

Martelly was supposed to call 
elections in 2011 for a majority of 
Senate seats, the entire Chamber of 
Deputies and local offices. But several 
opposition senators have used parlia-
mentary procedure to prevent a vote 
authorizing the election while orches-
trating a series of large protests in 
the capital to call for the president to 
resign. Another protest was planned 
for Tuesday despite the resignation of 
Lamothe. 

“We are not making progress with 
Martelly. He has to resign,” said Andre 
Michel, the leader of one of the parties 
that make up the opposition, who has 
accused the president of trying to stack 
the electoral council with supporters 
and trying to undermine the Constitu-
tion. 

On Jan. 12, the terms of the current 
Senate will expire and the president 
can sign a decree that will enable the 
country to hold the elections in the first 
half of the year, Lamothe said. 

The departing prime minister said he 
has no plans to run for president of Haiti 
and is looking forward to taking some 
time off after many long days trying to 
run the government of the struggling 
country. 

“In the 31 months, I was determined 
to show to the world that Haiti was a dif-
ferent place and I think I have started 
to do that,” he said. 

Haiti PM defends tenure 
after forced resignation 
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By CALIBE THOMPSON 

A dear friend of mine once had a bit of a meltdown. She had been making a great 
living working a 14 hour day corporate job for years, but it finally became too much. So 
she decided to chuck it all to do something she really loved - bake. With the money she 
had saved, she put herself through a fine French culinary school and came back to the 
Caribbean to open a high end place that would serve dainty sweets and such delights. 
When she approached a local culinary school to find baking talent, she was told flat out 
that she would fail miserably and that she should give up, because locals don’t eat that 
stuff. Locals only eat Rock Cake and Toto. If you’ve never heard of those, they are exactly 
what they sound like. The most basic flour, sugar and water concoctions you can think of. 
No process, no pomp or ceremony. Just dry and sugary.

Since then, I’ve often come across situations where I’m almost made to believe that 
there is no place for being cultured, for anything but basic and sugary, in our culture. 
I mean, yes we go to plays, but do we appreciate them if they aren’t delivered in our 
dialect? Yes we go to concerts, but how often do you find a large group of Caribbean 
people at an opera or symphony? I’m not saying that the basics don’t have value because 
they most certainly are a wonderful and amazing part of our heritage and culture. Neither 
am I saying that because something comes from France or Italy, it is “better” than our stuff. 
But does loving our own basics mean that we can’t appreciate what some may consider 
“the finer things”? It’s the age old battle of Dumpling vs Riesling, Dancehall vs Opera, 
Flowers vs Graffiti. I’m not knocking one person’s preference for local mural art over 
Michelangelo or Van Gogh, but can’t we all appreciate the flowers? Apparently not. 

My friend’s mother and I once tried to plant flowers in an inner city community 
in Jamaica where we couldn’t find a single one. A little boy showed us why they 
couldn’t survive. 

Calibe Thompson is a personality, author, and the producer of The Caribbean Diaspora 
Weekly. Learn more about this story and her other Caribbean experiences and opinions in 
her upcoming book titled “Things I Probably Shouldn’t Say”. For your free preview of the 
2015 release visit www.calibe.net.

Rock cake and Toto
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By PIERRE B. BLAND, DVM 

From the warmth of a south Florida late fall day, I look 
back to the same time 
last year in North Caro-
lina. 

 I spent the last two 
winters there, working 
for a clinical research 
consortium and as part 
of my Mom’s team of 
caregivers.  My Mom 
is 84 years old and has 
Alzheimer’s disease.  
You may have no-
ticed I used the word 
“team” when I spoke 
of caregivers.  The 
team consisted of my 
sisters, my brothers, 
a daytime nurse, and 
a tea cup Chihuahua 
named Gracie. Gracie 
is a small thing, all of 4 
pounds if you don’t cut 

her nails on a regular basis.
Gracie entered our family as the pet of my oldest sis-

ter, but was immediately adopted by my Mom. From her 
perspective, Gracie is her adoptive granddaughter. My 
oldest sister is Gracie’s mother and the rest of us as aunts 
and uncles round out the family. We won’t go into how the 
grand and great grandchildren fit into the kith and kin in 
relation to Gracie.

Gracie is Mom’s constant companion and protec-
tor.  More constant than a shadow: shadows disappear in 
bright light and darkness and are silent.  Gracie is ever 
present and makes herself heard.  Always either at Mom’s 
feet, by her side, or in her lap, with that stereotypic, ener-
getic, Chihuahua yappy bark at the ready.  Baby talk is the 
language of their relationship, with a constant banter the 
norm. Most see a quaint and charming relationship while 
I see and appreciate it as much more. Despite our best 
efforts, Gracie is able to do something with my Mom the 
rest of us can’t.  She is able to live and interact with Mom 
in the moment. 

We all are so involved in our own daily lives of work, 
family, and personal concerns.  Our thoughts are typically 
everywhere except where we are at the moment, except 
during the most dire of situations. As my Mom’s disease 
progresses, her decreasing cognitive functions confine 
her to a world more about the moment and less about the 
past and the future.  Gracie is in the moment, with my Mom, 
at all times.  Her ability to do so offers us an entry point, if 
ever so briefly, to that moment to enjoy and interact with 
Mom, giving us the precious opportunity to share and ex-
perience our lives with her much as we did prior to the 
onset of Alzheimer’s. 

What a wonderful gift form such a small being.

Dr. Pierre Bland is the owner of “Dr. Bland’s Vet House 
Calls”, a veterinary house call service.  He can be reached 
at 954 673 -8779 or at doctorbladvet.com.  He is also the 
son of Mary Lois Bland and uncle of “Gracie” Spencer of 
High Point, North Carolina.

My mom and Gracie

DAVID I. MUIR/FOR SOUTH FLORIDA TIMES

learning” from what has been happening across the country in the aftermath of the police-related deaths of Michael 
Brown and Eric Gardner. “Nobody wins when violence like that occurs.”

A native of Miami’s Brownsville neighborhood, Patterson added that his department has learned lessons from the 
deeply fractured relationship between local police and the black community in Miami-Dade County beginning with the 
death 35 years ago this month of Arthur McDuffie. “The Department has learned that you have to be transparent,” said 
Patterson who pledged that “it won’t happen again.”

The soft-spoken Patterson said – “personally” – he finds what has been happening “disturbing and disappointing.”  
He explained that “we need to go beyond police interaction [and focus on how] we interact with each other.”   

“There are enough of us here to make a change.”
Patterson said that is “disturbing” that of the 82 murders investigated by his department in 2014 over half involved 

Black victims and Black suspects/perpetrators yet “no one is even protesting it.”
“Every life is important.” 

exists throughout our country,” he said.  “People feel that the justice system and law enforcement aren’t always fair in 
their treatment of individuals.  This creates tension.”

Compliance is key, as well as comprehensive training for law enforcement techniques to be effectively implement-
ed, Israel said.  “When making arrests, deputies and officers are looking for compliance to their lawful commands,” 
he said.  “When there is noncompliance, the situation may escalate quickly and result in unfavorable consequences.”  
Adderley said situations may vary and the use of deadly force doesn’t solely depend on whether or not a suspect is 
unarmed.  “The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that if an officer feels their life is in danger, they can justifiably use ex-
treme force,” he said.  “When you find yourself in a situation (where) someone is pointing something in your face that 
puts your life in fear, it’s either you’re going home tonight or you’re not.”  However Adderley admits police departments 
have to be vigilant about hiring well trained professionals and many applicants are turned downed each year at the Fort 
Lauderdale Police Department because they do not meet the standards.  

Israel said police brutality is rare but residents can help stem the use of excessive force or misconduct by reporting 
incidents to trusted persons such as a religious leader, an elected official or another law enforcement officer.  “Police 
brutality, though rare, is absolutely unacceptable,” he said.

MIAMI-DADE, FROM 1A

BROWARD, FROM 1A

Patterson: It won’t happen again in Dade

Compliance with lawful commands a must

power, but with it comes scrutiny, and that should be ex-
pected. "As an industry, law enforcement has an awful lot 
of power. There's no other industry that has the power that 
we have. But that grant of authority is given by the commu-
nity it serves.  As an industry, we must know that with that 
comes scrutiny."

When asked about the relationship between law en-
forcement and the black male, Williams said certainly 
there is a problem. "It's a double-edged sword. Distrust? 
Yes! But it takes two to make the relationship. Out of 11 ho-
micides in my city this year, all of the victims and perpetra-
tors were African American. We have to differentiate be-
tween the good ones and the bad ones. Our industry has 
sometimes painted everyone with a broad brush," he said. 
But he points out that in White communities, this doesn't 
happen as much. "In communities not of color, we seem to 
find a way to differentiate between the bad and the good. 
People in black communities are believed to be engaging 
in bad behavior. We have to change that."

Williams said it's tragic that a person engaging in a 
misdemeanor, such as Eric Garner, could lose his life at 
the hands of an officer. “The outcome of having a person 
die for a misdemeanor – people have a problem with that. I 
wish the outcome would have been different. In hindsight, 
yes, it could have been done differently,” he said. 

In the Garner case, it was all played out on video, 
but despite the cameras rolling the officers were found 
to be justified in their handling of the unarmed man, 
who told officers he couldn’t breathe. Williams said he is 
not a proponent of cameras on every officer, but still his 
department is currently participating in a pilot program 

with cameras. He doesn’t like the idea of cameras because 
it places unrealistic expectations on the department. “I’m 
not supportive at this juncture. The expectation is that 
cameras will improve things. Cameras don’t improve 
relationships. The jury is still out on cameras. No longer 
would a police officer’s word be good, without the camera. 
I think the officer’s word should mean something,” he said. 
But he is willing to see the outcome with the use of cameras 
in his department through the pilot program.

Williams says he finds it tragic that perception of the peo-
ple is that a police chief will uphold his officers under any 
circumstances. “That’s tragic, if that’s the perception. I don’t 
know many people who would risk their integrity to do so. 
We suspend officers all the time. We fire them,” he pointed 
out. “What chiefs need to do is work on their relationships.”

And relationships with people in the community are 
key, said Williams. In light of the public outcry over police 
abuse as of late, Williams said he has not had to make any 
changes or adjustments in his department. “My depart-
ment is reflective of my community. And as the chief ex-
ecutive officer, I have relationships with my community. He 
also points out that his staff is equipped with highly skilled, 
highly educated and well-trained officers.

But despite all the efforts, Williams says the community 
has to do its part. One big problem is black on black crime. 
“Yes, the community should be outraged over the loss of 
life of any person. But we should be just as outraged when 
we suffer loss of life at the hands of each other.  I don’t see 
the same kind of righteous indignation over those situa-
tions. There’s enough work to do on both sides –the com-
munity and law enforcement and our relationships going 
forward.”

Police authority given by the people
PALM BEACH, FROM 1A
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By MARY CLARE JALONICK 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
More than $380 million in gov-
ernment dollars left over from 
a federal discrimination settle-
ment with American Indians is 
in limbo amid disagreements 
over how the money should be 
spent. 

U.S. District Court Judge 
Emmet G. Sullivan on Tues-
day reviewed a proposal to 
form a new foundation to help 
American Indian farmers with 
the large amount of money 
unexpectedly left over after 
the Obama administration 
settled a class-action suit filed 
by American Indian farmers 
in 2011. The farmers said they 
had lost out on decades of farm 
loans because of government 
discrimination. 

If the judge eventually 
approves the foundation, it 
could be the largest char-
ity that Indian country has 
ever seen. The settlement 
agreement approved three 
years ago calls for any left-
over money to be distrib-
uted equally among Ameri-
can Indian charities, but the 
lawyers said none of those 
groups was set up to handle 
so much money - thus the 
idea for one large founda-
tion, headed by Indian lead-
ers, said Joseph Sellers, the 
lead lawyer for the American 
Indian plaintiffs. 

Sellers has argued the 
idea is that a larger fund could 
make annual grants to all of the 
smaller organizations and have 
a longer-term impact on those 
groups rather than dispersing 
the funds all at once. 

The government has not 
opposed the plan, but Ameri-
can Indian groups - including 
the lead plaintiffs - have split 
with the lawyers originally 
representing them and op-
posed the idea, saying the 
money should be distributed 
again to claimants, spread out 

among existing American In-
dian charities as originally 
intended or reopened for an-
other round of claims. 

Lead plaintiff Marilyn 
Keepseagle asked Sullivan 
in an emotional courtroom 
speech Tuesday to distribute 
the remainder of the funds in 
another round to the Ameri-
can Indian claimants. She said 
that forming a charity with the 
money instead of further dis-
tributing it to those who have 
suffered discrimination “would 
be another way for discrimina-
tion, because not all people are 
going to benefit.” 

Keepseagle, 77, and her 
husband George received 
$250,000 in the settlement, 
plus an undisclosed amount 
of debt relief. Still, they have 
expressed frustration that the 
lawyers and the courts - which 
they called the “suits” in a let-
ter to Sullivan earlier this year 
- have been deciding what is 
best for Native Americans who 
initiated the lawsuit. She said 
in court that they have been 
made to feel “hopeless and 
helpless” as they have fought 
for justice. 

“They shouldn't feel like 
that in my courtroom,” said Sul-
livan, who is black. He said he 
had suffered discrimination as 
well. 

“I know it hurts, of course it 
hurts,” he said. 

While he appeared sympa-
thetic and called her forward 
to speak, it's unclear if Sullivan 
will heed Keepseagle's re-
quest. He has already rejected 
another group's similar re-
quest to distribute the remain-
ing money in another round to 
claimants, citing the terms of 
the settlement agreement and 
legal precedent. 

The money was left over 
after only around half of 
the 10,000 people lawyers 
expected to file claims actually 
did. The process was difficult 
because the Agriculture 

Department did not keep 
records of who was denied 
loans, so many could not prove 
the discrimination. Others 
had lost their own evidence 
of discrimination or felt too 
distrustful of the government to 
even apply, lawyers said. 

Some American Indian 
groups who are protesting 
the foundation idea along 
with the Keepseagles say that 
potential claimants hadn't 
heard about the process, and 
there should have been better 
outreach. One newly formed 
group called the Association 
of American Indian Farmers 
has called for a second round 
of claims for those who missed 
deadlines or didn't have a 
chance to apply. 

Protesting in front of the 
federal courthouse before the 
hearing, the president of that 
group, Kara Brewer Boyd, said 
it would be an “insult and in-
justice” to give the money to a 
large charity like the founda-
tion the lawyers are propos-
ing. American Indians would 
then have to ask a nonprofit to 
“lend them their own money,” 
she said. 

Sullivan encouraged Keep-
seagle to get her own lawyer 
since she has disagreed with 
her current counsel, Sellers. 
Sullivan indicated that he may 
not agree with her position in 
the end, but said “at least you'll 
have the opportunity to be 
heard.” Sellers said he would 
work with his client to find her 
separate representation. 

The original lawsuit, named 
after the Keepseagles of Fort 
Yates, North Dakota, was filed 
in 1999, based on a similar 
lawsuit settled between the 
government and black farm-
ers around the same time. Af-
ter more than a decade in the 
court, the Obama administra-
tion offered the $680 million 
settlement in October 2010. 
Judge Sullivan approved it the 
next year. 
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SETTLEMENT DISPUTE:  From left, Marilyn Keepseagle, Claryca Mandan, and Porter Holder, plaintiffs in the 
government discrimination lawsuit.

American Indian groups at odds 
over a $380 million suit settlement

By STACEY PLAISANCE 
Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Google is 
one of the major U.S. corporations 
researching the power of color in 
the working world, in everything 
from workspaces to marketing and 
branding. 

Meghan Casserly, spokeswom-
an for the U.S.- based organization 
built around the popular search 
engine, says Google is still early in 
its research but has already found 
“a clear link between color and 
satisfaction with a person's work 
area,” which in turn can boost em-
ployee creativity and productivity. 

Elyria Kemp, an assistant pro-
fessor of marketing at the Univer-
sity of New Orleans, says there's 
more competition than ever for 
time and attention, and color is 
“the silent salesperson.” 

“We have so much stimuli in 
the environment,” she said.” That's 
why it's so important to have those 
distinctive colors that really stand 
out.” 

Kemp is following color trends 
in business and conducting her 
own research on the link between 
emotions and color. She said she's 
also looking at what colors consum-
ers associate with certain services, 
such as transportation, health care, 
banks and financial services. 

Kemp said when consumers 
make an evaluation of a product of-
fering, typically they do this within 
90 seconds or less, and more than 
half of their initial assessment is 
based on color alone. 

That's why so many companies 
are researching their color choices 
- to the tune of thousands of dollars, 
Kemp said - and trademarking the 
colors consumers have come to as-
sociate with their products, such as 
UPS's Pullman brown, Home De-
pot's vibrant orange and Tiffany & 
Co.'s distinct blue. 

Jaclyn Benedetto, spokeswoman 
for Tiffany & Co., based in New 
York City, said the diamonds and 
glamour of the company's jewelry is 
linked to the signature Tiffany blue 

color that wraps every creation. 
She said the color was selected by 
founder Charles Lewis Tiffany for 
the cover of “Blue Book, Tiffany's 
annual collection of exquisitely 
handcrafted jewels,” which was 
first published in 1845. 

Coca-Cola's signature red col-
or also dates back more than 100 
years, when it was shipped in bar-
rels painted red to differentiate it 
from beer barrels, said Ted Ryan, 
the company's spokesman. 

Home Depot got its original 
orange color from deconstructed 
circus tents used in its early mar-
keting signage - and it stuck. 

“When we do consumer re-
search and we ask our customers 
say a word association for Home 
Depot, the first thing they say is 
orange,” said Trish Mueller, Home 
Depot's chief marketing officer. So 
it is literally seeped into our DNA.” 

Smaller companies are also 
recognizing the benefits of color. 
Emil Hagopian, an Ann Arbor, 
Mich.,-based distributor for Mar 
Plast Color Building Accessories, 
said even in his line of work -prod-
ucts and accessories for public re-
stroom spaces - there's been an in-
creased demand for color beyond 
the standard neutrals and stainless 
steel. 

“Color can tend to excite you, 
make you feel like you are in a bet-
ter-designed space and just kind 
of adds to that total feeling of secu-
rity, comfort,” he said. 

Technology has played a role in 
making more products available in 
a wider range of colors, he said. 

But picking the right color is 
important. 

“You know when something 
is right because you get a feeling 
of security, of safety, and it's not 
something that you think about. It 
just will hit you,” Hagopian said. 
“And sometimes, if it's done wrong, 
that also hits you.” 

Associated Press reporters Ma-
rina Hutchinson and Ron Harris in 
Atlanta and Mike Householder in 
Detroit contributed to this report. 
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COLOR IN BUSINESS:  From left, Carla Thompson and Meghan Casserly.

The power of color in 
business considered

By ALEX VEIGA 
AP Business Writer

Heading home for the holidays 
can come with a hefty price tag. 

Although gas prices are the 
lowest they've been in years, if 
you're renting a car, increased 
demand during the season 
means you'll likely encounter 
higher prices -- especially if you 
haven't already locked in a rate. 

And that's not counting the 
extras rental companies try to 
get you to sign up for. 

“The key is what happens at 
the counter,” said Philip Reed, 
senior consumer advice editor, 
at Edmunds.com. “Know they're 
seeing you as someone who can 
be sold additional products.” 

Here are four tips to help you 
save money: 

1. AVOID THE AIRPORT 
Reserving a car well in ad-

vance of holiday travel is one of 
the best ways to lock in a cheap-
er rate. But failing that, you can 
often find less expensive rates at 

car rental locations that are not at 
an airport. 

This could be tough, particu-
larly if you're flying into your des-
tination. But it can be worth seek-
ing one out. 

“It's safe to say that in most 
cases, airport locations are going 
to be more expensive,” Reed said. 

2. SKIP THE EXTRAS 
Expect a barrage of sales 

pitches once you hit the rental 
counter and are ready to start 
your vacation. Do you really need 
GPS navigation or satellite radio? 
If you have a smartphone it likely 
has apps that provide similar 
functions for free. 

Another common extra is an 
automatic toll collection device. 
They can cost about $5 a day and 
will save you time at busy toll pla-
zas. But if you're not likely to see 
many tolls on your trip? Skip it. 

Also consider the full costs of 
upgrading to a larger car. 

Often rental agents will offer 
a vehicle upgrade, couching it as 
an increase of just a few dollars 

above the original daily rate. But 
that can add up, particularly on 
trips of a week or more. And big-
ger vehicles generally equal more 
money at the pump.
 
3. UNDERSTAND INSURANCE 
OPTIONS 

The most costly extra that car 
rental agents will try to sell you is 
a collision damage waiver, which 
offers protection from theft, van-
dalism or other damage. 

It's also a major source of rev-
enue for car rental companies, 
easily amounting to an extra $20 
or more a day on top of what 
you're already paying. Generally, 
buying this type of coverage is 
unnecessary. 

If you own a car, your personal 
insurance policy likely covers 
rental cars. It probably also ex-
tends liability insurance to your 
rental, though you should check 
ahead of time with your insurer. 
In an accident, liability insurance 
typically pays for the cost of dam-
age to the other car or its passen-
gers' injuries if you're at fault. 

If you're charging your rental 
on a credit card, you're probably 
covered in case the car is dam-
aged or stolen. But liability insur-
ance may not be included. 

The four major credit card 
payment processors - Visa, Mas-
terCard, Discover Financial Ser-
vices and American Express - 
offer some form of rental car 
insurance coverage. 

Most only cover what your 
personal insurance does not, this 
is also known as secondary in-
surance. And cards have plenty 
of exclusions. 

For example, Visa's cover-
age tops out at 31 days if you're 
renting a car outside your coun-
try of residence. In the U.S., 
though, it only covers a 15-day 
rental. And not all MasterCard 
credit cards offer coverage on 
rental cars, said Jill Gonzalez, 
spokeswoman for credit card 
tracker CardHub. 

Remember, you must book 
and pay for the entire rental car 
transaction on the credit card for 
the coverage to apply. You also 

must decline the supplemental 
insurance and collision damage 
waivers offered by the rental 
company. 

In addition, keep in mind that 
this type of rental car coverage 
typically doesn't apply to debit 
cards. 

4. FILL THE TANK YOURSELF 
Most companies require driv-

ers to return the car with the gas 
tank filled to the same level it 
was at the start of the rental pe-
riod. If not, they'll charge you for 
the shortfall, and at generally 
higher rates than you'd get at 
the pump. 

They also may suggest you 
prepay for a full tank of gas so 
that you won't need to worry 
about filling the tank upon your 
return. 

“This is something that 
should definitely be declined,” 
Reed said. “The only way to 
profit from it is if you coast into 
the rental return lane, other-
wise you're giving them what-
ever is left in the tank.”     

 4 ways to hold on to more of your cash when renting a car
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To learn more about our home mortgage programs, 
please stop into your local branch, call our 
Home Mortgage Center at 1-877-217-7058 or visit us at 
www.mortgages.bankunited.com. 

Unlock your 
dream of home 
ownership today.
At BankUnited, we understand that finding the right mortgage 
is just as important as finding the right home – which is why our 
Community Housing  Assistance Mortgage Program (CHAMP) 
can help make your dream of home ownership a reality with:

 
• Low down payments
• Competitive rates
• Closing cost assistance 
• Alternative qualifying guidelines

All loans are subject to credit and property approval. Borrower income limits (depending on county median) apply. Program terms and conditions are subject to 
change without notice. Other restrictions, limitations and fees may apply. This is not a commitment to lend. The property must be located within BankUnited’s 
CRA assessment areas in Florida and New York. To confirm your county’s eligibility contact the BankUnited Home Mortgage Center at 1-877-217-7058. 
BankUnited’s CRA officer is responsible for determining the eligible assessment areas. This offer is subject to change or withdrawal at any time and without 
notice. Other restrictions, conditions, limitations and fees may apply. Nothing herein is or should be interpreted as a commitment or offer to lend. All loans 
offered through BankUnited, N.A.
*You will be eligible to receive a discount on the closing costs if you meet the qualification criteria for BankUnited CHAMP Program and only when BankUnited 
will hold a first lien position. Offer valid for loans with an application date prior to January 31, 2015. Closing cost discount cannot exceed the actual amount of 
closing costs. Discount will be applied at the time of closing and will be reflected on your final HUD-1 statement. Cannot be combined with any other offer. This 
offer is subject to change or withdrawal at any time and without notice. Nothing herein is or should be interpreted as a commitment or offer to lend.

Member FDIC
©2014 BankUnited, N.A.

NMLS#418452

ASK US HOW YOU CAN SAVE ON YOUR MORTGAGE CLOSING COSTS*
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Staff Report

MIAMI BEACH – Serena Williams joined more than two 
thousand avid running enthusiasts from South Florida and 
around the country for the first annual Serena Williams Ul-
timate RUN South Beach on Sunday, December 14th.  Ser-
ena took part in her first Quarter Marathon (6.55 miles), 
among hundreds of other aspiring athletes who also par-
ticipated in the 5K Run/Walk and Team Challenge – bring-
ing together runners of all ages and abilities. The event 
was to raise money for the Serena Williams Fund, which 
provides assistance to families affected by violent crimes 
and providing underprivileged youth around the world 
with the highest quality of education available to them. 
Serena’s sister, Venus Williams, also gave her support by 
running the 5K.

Serena commented after participating in the Quarter 
Marathon, and crossing the finish line in a time of 1 hour 14 
minutes:  “Today’s run was so enjoyable and the spirit of ev-
eryone who came out was so passionate which helped me 
to build the energy I needed for my first quarter marathon.  
I’ve never ran that far before, so I had to pace myself, but 
I was pleased with my finish time.  I’d like to thank all the 
sponsors and everyone who participated in the run to help 
raise money for underprivileged youth around the world.”

 The winning Male and Female in the 5K run both shat-
tered course records and are the fastest times completed 
in Miami for a 5K run by both a man and a woman over 
the last two decades. Pablo Solares was the 1st place 
male winner of the 5K with an official time of 14:40 – a 
new course record by 45 seconds. Pablo is the Mexican 
National Record Holder in the Mile, 1500 meters and 800 
meters. His fiancé, Shannon Rowbury, was the 1st place 

female winner of the 5K with an official finish time of 
15:58 – a new course record by 1 minute and 30 seconds. 
Shannon is a U.S Olympic middle distance runner and 
U.S record holder in the 2 mile and is also a member of 
the Nike Oregon Project. Canadian Olympic distance 
runner for Nike Oregon Project, Cam Levins, was the 
1st place male winner of the Quarter Marathon with an 
official finish time of 30:46 – a new course record by 5 
minutes. Aimee Nielsen, from Miami, was the 1st place 
female winner of the Quarter Marathon with an official 
finish time of 40:41.

 The world famous Ocean Drive was closed to traffic for 
the Ultimate Run’s scenic start and finish lines. The course 
took runners through Miami’s renowned South Beach 
scene, a major entertainment and tourist destination known 
for its picturesque beauty, Art Deco buildings, nightlife, res-
taurants and iconic hotels.  The legendary American track 
coach and retired long-distance runner, Alberto Salazar, 
was on-hand to fire the starting gun as a tribute to the com-
mencement of the first annual Serena Williams Ultimate 
Run. Event sponsors including Nike, Gatorade, Delta, Beats 
by Dre and MISSION Athletecare took part in creating a 
memorable experience for all participants.

“Our inaugural Serena Williams Ultimate Run was quite 
a memorable event,” says Marc Wachter, the event’s ex-
ecutive producer. “Runners of all ages and abilities were 
very excited to come out in their thousands on a very ear-
ly and crisp Miami December morning to run alongside 
Serena for a great cause.  We are thrilled to have had such 
an iconic athlete behind the first in our Ultimate Run se-
ries and Serena’s enthusiasm really gave every participant 
the Ultimate experience.  We look forward to making this 
one of Miami’s most popular sporting occasions on South 

Florida’s annual event calendar.”
 Open to runners of all ages, registrants of the Ultimate 

RUN received a premium Nike tech, gender-specific Ser-
ena Williams Ultimate Run t-shirt and custom artisan finisher 
medal and official finisher certificate with chip-timed result.  
Runners experienced recovery refreshments, post-race en-
tertainment and a most memorable experience along one of 
the most famous beachfront locations in the world. A medal 
and Nike t-shirt was presented for the Ultimate KIDS Dash, 
participated in by children ages 2-10 years-old, during which 
Serena and Venus cheered the smallest runners to the finish.

For post-race celebrations, participants of the run, along 
with the Williams sisters, headed over to The Clevelander 
South Beach on Ocean Drive, where hundreds witnessed 
Serena and Venus join their other two sisters on-stage to 
perform karaoke to favorites that included “We Are Fam-
ily” by Sister Sledge.  Prior to the sister’s much-loved kara-
oke performance was the event’s award ceremony, during 
which Serena presented the winners and runners-up with 
trophies for their triumphant accomplishments.

“We are thrilled that a significant portion of proceeds 
resulting from the Serena Williams Ultimate Run will go 
towards the Serena Williams Fund, which provides assis-
tance to families affected by violent crimes and providing 
underprivileged youth around the world with the highest 
quality of education available to them,” said Michael Rose, 
Managing Partner of Rose Capital Advisors in Miami Beach 
and Board Member of the Serena Williams Fund. For further 
information, visit www.theserenawilliamsfoundation.org.

 
For further information on the Serena Williams Ultimate 

Run, visit www.TheUltimateRun.com and facebook.com/Ser-
enaWilliamsUltimateRunSouthBeach or @TheUltimateRun.     

Serena Williams completes her fi rst 5K run
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Spring 2014 Broward College graduates Ashley Akeis, left, and Lena Davis.

Graduate’s shoes to take centerstage 
at Broward College commencement

PHOTO COURTESY OF FRANKIE ROSSO

Frankie Rosso may wear these loafers today at the graduation ceremony.

MIAMI-DADE

Staff Report

MIAMI GARDENS — Miami-Dade County Commissioner Bar-
bara J. Jordan’s signature Music in the Park series had attendees 
snapping their fingers, tapping their toes and dancing to several 
classic R&B hits on Dec. 5 as the show played host to BNS Enter-
tainment and the Rodney Kendrick Trio featuring Rhonda Ross, 
daughter of famed songstress Diana Ross.

Several hundred residents set up their lawn chairs to enjoy the 
Ladies in Red as they took to the microphone and 
brought the audience to their feet. The semi-annual 
event was held at the Betty T. Ferguson Recreational 
Complex – Amphitheater in Miami Gardens.

“This is my opportunity to showcase local tal-
ent in Miami-Dade County and throughout South 
Florida,” said Commissioner Jordan. “We featured 
a sister and brother duo from Homestead, as well 
as Diana Ross’ son-in-law, who is from Miami and 
performs with his wife Rhonda Ross.”

This is the seventh series for Commissioner 
Jordan, who is passionate about engaging resi-
dents and implementing activities that foster a 
sense of community. 

Music in the Park was sponsored by the Mi-
ami-Dade Parks Foundation, City of Miami Gar-
dens Vice Mayor Felicia Robinson, Miami-Dade 
County Cultural Affairs Department, Sunshine 
Jazz Organization, and the Office of Commission-
er Barbara J. Jordan.

Music in the Park features Rhonda Ross, local musicians and singers

PLEASE TURN TO AUTHOR/2B 
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Rhonda Ross, who has captured her mother 
Diana Ross’ sound, performs with her husband, 
Rodney Kendrick, on the keyboard.

BNS Entertainment grooved to several R&B hits, 
which really struck a chord with the audience.

MIAMI-DADE PALM BEACH 

Staff Report

WEST PALM BEACH — For the 
ninth year, Clerk Sharon Bock and her 
team at the Clerk and Comptroller’s 
office observed Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month 
and assisted Palm Beach 
County’s two state-licensed 
domestic violence shelters. 

Last week, Clerk Bock 
provided representatives 
from Aid to Victims of Do-
mestic Violence (AVDA) 
and the YWCA Harmony 
House each a check for 
$895, totaling $1,790, and 
delivered 377 cell phones. 

The money was raised through 
the sale of “Dress Down Day” tickets 
to employees who paid $10 to dress 
casually on Wednesdays in October.  
The cell phones were collected at 
the Clerk’s offices throughout Palm 
Beach County.

All phones are refurbished and 
personal information is removed. 
The agencies then give the phones to 
their clients so they can make emer-
gency calls. The phones can be con-
nected with cellular service provid-
ers for other calls.

Phones that cannot be refur-
bished will be recycled, with money 
going back to the domestic violence 
agencies to help them continue their 

important work within the commu-
nity.

“The 750 employees at the Clerk’s 
office recognize the importance of 
this societal issue and are commit-

ted to raising awareness,” 
said Clerk Bock.  “We con-
tinue to serve every day as 
a resource in Palm Beach 
County to those who want 
and need our help.”

The Clerk’s office is 
often a first stop for many 
domestic abuse victims, 
who visit the office to file 
injunctions against their 

abusers. The Clerk’s office’s 
Domestic Violence Depart-

ment has many resources for victims, 
including information about how to 
file an injunction or complaint, an-
swers to frequently asked questions 
and contact information for agencies 
that assist domestic abuse victims.

Organizations such as AVDA 
and the YWCA Harmony House pro-
vide critical services to Palm Beach 
County. “I’m proud that, each year, 
my office and its employees con-
tribute all that they can to help these 
outstanding groups,” said Clerk 
Bock.

For more information about the 
Clerk’s office, please visit www.
mypalmbeachclerk.com or call 
(561) 355-2996.

Clerk Bock delivers dollars 
and cell phones for charity
Money and donated cell phones help two local domestic violence shelters

Gamma Zeta Omega Chapter unveils 
new history book 
Staff Report

MIAMI — Miami’s oldest sorority started by 
black women has written a book that chronicles 
nearly 75 years of civic, service and social activi-
ties in South Florida.

 On Sunday, December 7, 2014, Gamma Zeta 
Omega Chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc. unveiled its first formal history publication 
to the Dade County community. The book, A Leg-
acy of Service Through Timeless History, chroni-
cles the chapter’s notable and dynamic history 
from its chartering in 1940 through 2013.

“From helping Haitian migrants and the 
homeless, to educating our children and women 
in recovery, the chapter has been there for the 
Miami-Dade community,” said President Eunice 
J. Davis. “This history book captures many of 
those milestone events.”

Margaret B. Stanley, the general chairperson 
for writing and unveiling of the chapter’s history 
book project, said the project was the vision of 
the immediate past International President, Car-
olyn House Stewart, Esq., of Tampa. Many of the 
sorority’s over 980 chapters accepted the chal-
lenge. 

The unveiling ceremony and reception were 
held in the Nathan W. Collier Library at Florida 
Memorial University in Miami Gardens. Two 
books were presented during the event: one 
Roslyn Clark Artis, university president, and the 
other one for university’s library Several more 
books will be donated to the Miami-Dade Pub-
lic Library System and targeted high schools 
throughout the county.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. was found-
ed and chartered in 1908 on the campus of How-
ard University in Washington, D.C. Thirty-two 

years later, Gamma Zeta Omega, led by its or-
ganizer, Ida Taylor Ratcliffe was chartered the 
home of Dorothy W. Edwards, becoming the first 
Black Sorority to be chartered in Miami-Dade 
County. The chapter also holds the distinction 
of being the first chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
to be chartered in the state of Florida. Dorothy 
Edwards is the sole remaining chapter member, 
and is still active at the age of 100.  Gamma Zeta 
Omega also boasts of sponsoring the first Hon-
orary Member in the state of Florida, the late M. 
Athalie Range.

The program for the unveiling of the book 

BOCK
PHOTO COURTESY OF GEORGE STEWART 

Chapter President Eunice J. Davis, left, and project 
chairman Margaret B. Stanley, right,  present a cour-
tesy gift to Congresswoman Frederica S. Wilson, a 
former president of Gamma Zeta Omega Chapter.

By ANDREA ROBINSON
ARobinson@sfltimes.com

PEMBROKE PINES — Frankie 
Rosso can see herself walking 
across the stage at BB&T Cen-
ter to get her associates degree 
at Broward College’s upcoming 
commencement activities. Her at-
tire is almost ready. The last detail 
are what shoes to wear, a colorful 
wedge or a loafer with images of 
the Incredible Hulk, Spiderman 
and other Marvel super heroes. 
Whichever choice, she will make 
a fashion statement.

Rosso also will convey a mes-
sage. The wedge is sea hawk blue, 
representing the mascot of her 
beloved alma mater. The loafer is 
symbolic of the knowledge and 
camaraderie she’s gained on cam-
pus. 

“It explains what Broward 
College has done for me. Being 
a mentor and role model for stu-
dents, it’s almost like I’m a super 
hero,” Rosso said..

Many of her fellow classmates 
will make similar statements on 
today. In what has become a tra-
dition, Broward College gradu-
ates will march across the stage to 
get their degrees or certificates, 
and hold a fashion show featur-
ing fancy footwear, some of which 
are embellished by the students. 
The show is seen only by those 
fortunate to attend the ceremony. 
The shoes and others, however, go  
on to bless people in homeless 
shelters. The college collabo-
rates with In Jacob’s Shoes, a local  
charity. 

Broward College students who 
have completed their associate’s 
degree, bachelor’s degree or a cer-
tificate program will be honored 
Thursday, Dec. 18, at 3 p.m. during 
the College’s 82nd commence-
ment ceremony at the BB&T Center, 
1 Panther Parkway, Sunrise. These 
students will join more than 120,000 
students who have graduated from 
Broward College since it was estab-
lished in 1959. 

During the ceremony, Broward 
College President J. David Arm 
 

strong, Jr., will confer nearly 2,489 
associate’s degrees, 197 bachelor’s 
degrees and more than 1,432 tech-
nical certificates to students who 
represent more than 100 countries. 
The oldest graduate is 69 and the 
youngest is 17. There are 128 gradu-
ates over the age of 50.  

GradSHOEation began in May 
2013 and was created after ad-
ministrators noticed shoes were 
not only a main focal point during  

PLEASE TURN TO BOOK/2B 

BROWARD

The Rodney Kendrick Trio featuring Rhonda 
Ross provided a soothing and upbeat vibe.

PLEASE TURN TO GRADSHOEATION/2B 
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TRIBAL MONOPOLIES
The U.S. Department of 
Justice announced Indian 
tribes can grow, sell and 
use marijuana on tribal 
lands under the same con-
ditions set forth for states 
that legalize the plant’s use. 
Florida Attorney General 

Pam Bondi says she's reviewing the an-
nouncement, but it means Indian-owned 
shops and casinos can legally sell mari-
juana. They can now also have lounges 
where marijuana can also be used. Un-
less the state legalizes marijuana, Indian 
tribes will hold monopolies on marijuana 
trade much like they have with online pay-
day lending.

Palm Beach County

EDUCATION THEFT
Steven Brucella, 51, works 
in the Palm Beach County 
School District’s IT Divi-
sion. He has been arrested 
in the theft of three Apple 
laptop computers from 
his employer. They were 
taken from a vacationing 

co-worker’s desk. Police searched pawn-
shop databases, but nothing turned up. 
They then contacted Apple to see if any-
one had logged into their Apple accounts 
from the laptops. Logs show Brucella, his 
wife and children had used the computers 
to access their iTunes and other accounts. 
A search turned up all three laptops and 
Brucella, according to police, said he had 
permission to take them home for per-
sonal use. He is charged with grand theft. 
Book’em Danno!

POLICE SHOOTING
Palm Beach Gardens Police shot and 
killed Anthony Landi, 27, outside the Inn 

of America motel on Northlake Boulevard 
near Interstate 95. Police had responded 
to a 911 by a woman who reported prob-
lems with her boyfriend who had a gun. 
Police say when officers arrived they en-
countered Landi, who fired shots at them. 
Three officers returned fire, killing Landi. 
The shooting is under investigation by the 
Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Department.

Broward County

SEXUAL ASSAULT
Peterson Simbert, 27, 
was  been arrested by Wil-
ton Manors police for al-
legedly having sex with a 
14-year-old child. The vic-
tim told detective the abuse 
occurred on more than a 
dozen occasions while Sim-

bert was a family friend and border in an 
apartment with her mother and siblings.

DRUG BUST
The Drug Enforcement 
Administration, Broward 
Sheriff’s Office and other 
agencies wrapped up the 
eight-month Operation 
Synthetic Web drug sting 
in Deerfield Beach with 15 
arrests. Brothers Durgham, 
Othman and Wakas Sulei-
man ran the Kwik Stop Food 
Store in the 200 block of 
West Hillsboro Boulevard. 
They are accused of oper-
ating a synthetic drug ring 
from the store. Durgham 
Suleiman, 37, of Parkland 
is the alleged ringleader. 
Over 4,000 vials of marijua-

na-based products were confiscated. The 
products are used in vapor cigarettes and 
have been reported to cause hallucina-
tions, seizures, paranoia, tremors and er-
ratic behavior.

PORN ARRESTS
Shawn Lyte, 47, of Coral Springs has been 
arrested on child pornagraphy charg-
es. The South Florida Internet Crimes 
Against Children task force tracked Lyte 

searching the Internet for 
child pornography, visiting 
websites and download-
ing videos depicting chil-
dren being molested and 
engaging in sex acts with 
animals. The videos were 
found on his home com-
puter and he has report-

edly confessed.

Miami-Dade County

EMAIL MOVE
Former Florida Gov. Jeb 
Bush is tidying up a few de-
tails before he announces 
his run for president. One of 
them is releasing hundreds 
of thousand emails from his 
time as governor. Sources 
say they expect Bush to 

make “an announcement in January.” Gov. 
Rick Scott is in a mess for not turning over 
emails, I wonder why Bush has not been 
challenged to release his emails.

MATTER OF TIME
There have been 32 reports 
of panthers killing 50 live-
stock and pets in Collier 
County this year. Can at-
tacks in Broward, Miami-
Dade and Monroe coun-
ties be near? State wildlife 
officials have been work-

ing to educate the public about panther 
attacks, but more is needed to prevent a 
tragedy involving humans. Then there are 
crocodiles being regularly sighted in the 
Intracoastal Waterway. Coyotes are roam-
ing and panthers may be next to migrate 
toward populated areas.

Monroe County

WHAT A MISTAKE
Acting Circuit Court Judge 
Ruth Becker sentenced 
Horkene Cade, 36, of Mar-
athon to 37 months in pris-
on for being a convicted 
felon with a weapon, fail-
ing to register as a career 

offender and cocaine possession charg-
es. He petitioned her for a one-week fur-
lough to get his affairs in order and then 
report to serve his time. Becker granted 
the request with the stipulation that if 
he failed to report, she would amend 
his sentence to 15 years in prison. Cade 
failed to show and was eventually cap-
tured in Homestead. He now faces the 15 
years, in addition to new charges. Cade 
is challenging the sentence increase, ar-
guing it is excessive.

VIRUS IS HERE
National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration 
scientists and biologists 
have been monitoring the 
spread of the deadly mor-
billivirus, which has killed 
over 1,600 whales, dolphin 
and other sea mammal 

over the past two years.  Morbillivirus is 
a disease similar to the measles and it 
has now been confirmed in dolphin in the 
Florida Keys.

CRIMINAL TATTOO
Benjamin Morales, 33, of 
Big Coppitt Key has been 
arrested on charges he tat-
tooed a 16-year-old girl 
at his Benny's Tattoo Shop 
without the consent of the 
child’s parents. He also did 
not have a license to per-

form tattoo services. Morales says the girl 
told him she was 17, which still requires 
parental consent. Her parents demanded 
a full refund of the $80 costs and removal 
of the artwork.  Morales allegedly agreed 
and refunded the $80, but reneged on 
paying the $60 cost to have the tattoo re-
moved. Therefore, police were called and 
Morales was arrested.

Around South Florida
ELGIN JONES
EJones@SFLTimes.com
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Palm Beach County

commencement but also a huge 
conversation starter, said Angela Nicol-
letti, campus spokeswoman. 

“Students choose interesting and unique 
shoes as a way to stand out in a sea of identical graduation gowns,” she said. “In more re-
cent years, students naturally added a fashion element to graduation, and GradSHOEation 
was born shortly thereafter.” 

Graduates, both men and women, are enthusiastic about participating, and Grad-
SHOEation has become very popular, especially on the College’s social media platforms 
- #GradSHOEation. Graduates have even gone so far to share their shoe choices before 
the event.  

Broward College coordinated with In Jacob’s Shoes, a local, non-profit, to collect 
donations which could also benefit the community. In Jacob’s Shoes provides new and 
gently used shoes, school supplies, athletic shoes and equipment to economically 
disadvantaged youth. This provides graduates an opportunity to give back to the 
community one last time with a shoe donation before leaving Broward College.

Russo isn’t sure if she’ll donate her two latest pairs, though she previously has done so. 
She’s thinking about life after Broward College. First step, she said, is enrolling at Florida 
International University, where she will major in broadcast journalism.

In the internal shoe war, however, the loafer may win out.
“I haven’t decided, but I may walk across [the stage] with the loafers so I don’t 

trip and fall.”

GRADSHOEATION, FROM 1B

Graduates show their shoes

included a brief historical overview, “Gam-
ma Zeta Omega Through the Eyes of For-
mer Chapter Presidents”, with presenta-
tions by Jacquelyn M. Davis, 27th Chapter 
President; U.S. Congresswoman Frederica 
Wilson, 22nd Chapter President, and 11th 
South-Atlantic Regional Director; and Dr. 
Geneva K. Woodard, 26th Chapter Presi-
dent.

The afternoon culminated with a recep-
tion and autograph session by the former 
chapter presidents.

The writing and publication of this book 

was timely, in that it brings the chapter to 
preparations for the Chapter’s 75th anni-
versary.  The “Diamond Jubilee Celebra-
tion”, will highlight a week-end of numer-
ous community activities.  The weekend 
will culminate on Sunday, February 15, 
2015 with a public luncheon at the Hotel 
Intercontinental in Miami. The guest of 
honor will be Dorothy Buckhanan 
Wilson, the sorority’s 29th International 
president.

Stanley said books are available for 
purchase for $30. For more information call 
Stanley at 305-829-2202 or email, mstan-
ley2805@att.net.

BOOK, FROM 1B

Chapter unveils new book

PHOTO COURTESY OFGEORGE STEWART

Among the well-wishers at the book dedication was Mrs. Dorothy Wright Edwards, 100, the last 
surviving charter member of Gamma Zeta Omega.
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544-2 Gateway Blvd.
Boynton Beach, FL 33435

Tel: 561-731-4422
Fax: 561-731-0202

web: http://www.pyramidbooks.net
email: pyramidbks@aol.com

Located in the heart of Palm Beach county 
in south Florida. Whether traveling north or 

south on I-95, we’re easy to find. 

BRUCELLA
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D. SULEIMAN

O. SULEIMAN

BUSH

PANTHER

BECKER

DOLPHIN

MORALES

Broward County
Miami-Dade County

Monroe County

MIAMI GARDENS — The Universal Truth Center for Better Living is getting into 
the holiday spirit with a concert that mixes vocal and instrumental music with narra-
tion and dance to tell the classic story of the birth of Jesus.

The church’s Creative Expressions Ministry will present Magnify, A Soulful Christ-
mas Celebration at 7 p.m. Dec. 21 at the church, 21310 NW 37th Avenue in Miami Gar-
dens. Rev. Charles M. Taylor is the interim senior minister. The Creative Expressions 
Ministry is directed by Christine Ellis, Minister of Music.

Magnify was created by Mark Condon, J. Daniel Smith and Rev. T.F. Tenney. It tells 
the story of the birth of Jesus by reflecting on the blessings and goodness that God 
provides unconditionally. The songs are a mix of contemporary and gospel music, 
along with traditional Christmas tunes.

Admission is free. For more information, call 305.624.4991.

MIAMI-DADE 

Universal Truth Center 
presents holiday concert

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BROWARD COLLEGE

Broward College graduate Kelli Coker shows 
off her shoes for GradSHOEation.

Broward College graduate Patrick Pierre.
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PUBLICATION OF BID SOLICITATIONS

Broward County Board of County Commissioners is soliciting
bids for a variety of goods and services, construction and
architectural/engineering services. Interested bidders are
requested to view and download the notifications of bid
documents via the Broward County Purchasing website at:
www.broward.org/purchasing.

VISIT US ONLINE AT
SFLTimes.com

Log on
TODAY!



THE SCHOOL BOARD OF BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA 
NOTICE OF MEETINGS 

 

Regular School Board Meeting – Public speakers listed on the 
agenda will be heard at 12 p.m. or as close to that time as possible.  
Workshops – Public speakers will be permitted three minutes each 
to address a topic at the conclusion of Board Members' discussion 
on the topic.  The times for items on the agenda are only estimates.  
The actual start times for these topics may vary up to an hour or 
more depending on the nature of the items and the length of the 
Board discussions and public comments. 
 
The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any policy 
or procedure, which results in discrimination on the basis of age, 
color, disability, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, 
marital status, race, religion, sex, or sexual orientation.  Individuals 
who wish to file a discrimination and/or harassment complaint may 
call the Director, Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA 
Compliance Department, at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine 
(TTY) 754-321-2158.  Individuals with disabilities requesting 
accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act 
Amendments Act of 2008 (ADAAA), may call Equal Educational 
Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department, at 754-321-2150 or 
Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158. 
 
Telephone conferencing or other telecommunications technology may be used 
in conducting this public meeting to permit absent Board Members to 
participate in discussions, to be heard by other School Board Members and the 
public, and to hear discussions taking place during the meeting. 

 

1/13/15 
10:00 a.m. 

KCW Bldg., 600 SE 3rd Ave., Ft. Laud. 
•School Board Workshop  

1/27/15 
10:00 a.m. 
 

KCW Bldg., 600 SE 3rd Ave., Ft. Laud. 
•School Board Workshop 
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THE SCHOOL BOARD OF BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA 
NOTICE OF MEETINGS 

MEETINGS SUBJECT TO CHANGE OR CANCELLATION 
Date Meeting Place 

1/14/15 
9a 

QSEC Review of Contractors  
Pre-Qualification/ReCert. 

TSSC - Rm. #323 
7720 W. Oklnd Pk Blvd., Sunrise 

1/28/15 
9a 

QSEC Review of Contractors  
Pre-Qualification/ReCert. 

TSSC - Rm. #323 
7720 W. Oklnd Pk Blvd., Sunrise 

1/22/15 
12:30p 

Audit Committee KCW Bldg., Board Room 
600 SE 3rd Avenue, Ft. Laud. 

1/15/15 
9a 

Central District Schools Adv. 
-Steering Committee 

TSSC  
7770 W. Oklnd Pk Blvd., Sunrise 

1/22/15 
6p 

Central District Schools Adv. 
-General Meeting 

Western High School 
1200 SW 136th Ave., Davie 

1/14/15 
6:30-9p 

District Adv. Council (DAC) 
-General Meeting 

KCW Bldg. 
600 SE 3rd Avenue, Ft. Laud. 

1/21/15 
8:30-10:30a 

District Adv. Council (DAC) 
-Steering Meeting 

KCW Bldg., 10th Fl. Conf. Rm 
600 SE 3rd Avenue, Ft. Laud. 

1/8/15 
6:30-8:30p 

Diversity Committee 
-General Meeting 

KCW Bldg., Board Room 
600 SE 3rd Avenue, Ft. Laud. 

1/12/15 
2:30-3:30p 

Diversity Committee - Chair, 
Vice-Chair & Staff Mbr Mtg 

Lauderdale Manors Lrng. Cntr. 
1400 NW 14th Court, Ft. Laud. 

1/5/15 
2:30-3:45p 

Diversity Committee - School 
Site Visitation Sub-Committee 

Lauderdale Manors Lrng. Cntr. 
1400 NW 14th Court, Ft. Laud. 

1/20/15 
2:15-3:15p 

Diversity Committee - School 
Site Visitation Sub-Committee 

Lauderdale Manors Lrng. Cntr. 
1400 NW 14th Court, Ft. Laud. 

1/26/15 
2:15-3:15p 

Diversity Committee - School 
Site Visitation Sub-Committee 

Lauderdale Manors Lrng. Cntr. 
1400 NW 14th Court, Ft. Laud. 

1/12/15 
3:30-4:30p 

Diversity Committee - School 
Site Visitation Sub-Committee 

Lauderdale Manors Lrng. Cntr. 
1400 NW 14th Court, Ft. Laud. 

1/12/15 
4:30-5:30p 

Diversity Committee – By-Laws 
Sub-Committee 

Lauderdale Manors Lrng. Cntr. 
1400 NW 14th Court, Ft. Laud. 

1/5/15 
4-5:30p 

Diversity Committee – By-Laws 
Sub-Committee 

Lauderdale Manors Lrng. Cntr. 
1400 NW 14th Court, Ft. Laud. 

1/8/15 
4:30-5:30p 

Diversity Committee - School 
Site Visitation Sub-Committee 

KCW Bldg., Board Room 
600 SE 3rd Avenue, Ft. Laud. 

1/8/15 
5:30-6:30p 

Diversity Committee – By-Laws 
Sub-Committee 

KCW Bldg., Board Room 
600 SE 3rd Avenue, Ft. Laud. 

1/6/15 
9:30-11:30a 

ESE - Autism Committee of ESE 
Advisory (ACE) 

Baudhuin Preschool 
7600 SW 36th St., #2218, Davie 

1/6/15 
11:30a-12:30p 

ESE - ACE Board Meeting Baudhuin Preschool 
7600 SW 36th St., #2218, Davie 

1/23/15 
10a-12p 

ESE - ACE Board Meeting Dunkin Donuts 
9740 Griffin Rd., Cooper City 

1/21/15 
6:30-9p 

ESE Advisory Council Meeting 
 

Piper High School, Sm.Aud. 
8000 SW 44 Street, Sunrise 

1/8/15 
10-12a 

ESE Adv. Exec. Board Mtg. 
 

West Regional Library 
8601 W Broward Blvd., Plantation 

1/9/15 
10a-1p 

ESE By-Laws Committee Northwest Regional Library 
3151 N. Univ. Dr., Coral Spgs 

1/16/15 
10a-1p 

ESE By-Laws Committee Northwest Regional Library 
3151 N. Univ. Dr., Coral Spgs 

1/23/15 
10a-1p 

ESE By-Laws Committee Northwest Regional Library 
3151 N. Univ. Dr., Coral Spgs 

1/30/15 
10a-1p 

ESE By-Laws Committee Northwest Regional Library 
3151 N. Univ. Dr., Coral Spgs 

1/12/15 
9:30-11a 

ESE - Down Syndrome 
Committee- Exec. Board Mtg. 

West Regional Library 
8601 W Broward Blvd., Plantation 

1/15/15 
10a-2p 

ESE - Down Syndrome 
Committee- Gen. Mtg 

West Regional Library 
8601 W Broward Blvd., Plantation 

1/26/15 
10a-1p 

ESE – Planning Task Force 
Committee Mtg 

Arthur Ashe Middle, Rm. 177 
1701 NW 23rd Ave., Ft. Laud. 

1/22/15 
6:30p 

ESOL Leadership Council 
-General Meeting 

KCW Bldg. 
600 SE 3rd Avenue, Ft. Laud. 

1/27/15 
6:30p 

ESOL Leadership Council 
-General Meeting 

YMCA- Weston 
20201 Saddle Club Rd., Weston 

1/8/15 
6:30p 

Facilities Task Force 
- General Mtg 

Plantation High School- Library 
6901 NW 16th St., Plantation 

1/15/15 
7p 

Gifted Advisory 
 

TBD 

1/13/15 
8:30a 

Instructional Materials Policy 
Change Committee 

KCW Bldg., 13th Floor Conf. Rm. 
600 SE 3rd Avenue, Ft. Laud. 

1/8/15 
2:30p 

Legal Services Committee KCW Bldg., 11th Fl. Conf. Rm 
600 SE 3rd Avenue, Ft. Laud. 

1/15/15 
7p 

North Dist. Schools Advisory 
- Gen. Mtg 

Rickards James Middle 
6000 NE 9th Ave, Oakland Park 

1/15/15 
6p 

North Dist. Schools Advisory 
-Steering Committee 

Rickards James Middle 
6000 NE 9th Ave, Oakland Park 

1/14/15 
12p 

Oversight Committee 
(Purpose: The purpose of the 
meeting is to address matters 
relating to the Second Amended 
ILA.  The School Board of Broward 
County, Florida, the Broward 
County Commission and 27 
Municipalities in Broward County 
are parties to the Second Amended 

KCW Bldg., Board Room 
600 SE 3rd Avenue, Ft. Laud. 

ILA, which addresses the 
coordination of growth management 
issues and the provision and 
availability of public school 
facilities.  The Committee consists 
of fifteen (15) members that meet at 
least annually to conduct a public 
hearing and report to the School 
Board, Broward County, 
participating local governments and 
the general public regarding the 
successes and failures of the 
implementation of the Second 
Amended ILA.) 

1/7/15 
6-8p 

Parent/Community Involvement 
Task Force: Conf. Subcommittee 

Piper High School,  
8000 SW 44 Street, Sunrise 

1/12/15 
6-7p 

Parent/Community Involvement 
Task Force 

McFatter Technical Center 
6500 Nova Drive, Davie 

1/26/15 
6-8p 

Parent/Community Involvement 
Task Force: Conf.Subcommittee 

Indian Ridge Middle 
1355 Nob Hill Rd., Davie 

1/7/15 
6-8p 

Parent/Community Involvement  
Forums Data Subcommittee 

Plantation High School 
6901 NW 16th St., Plantation 

1/28/15 
6-8p 

Parent/Community Involvement  
Forums Data Subcommittee 

Plantation High School 
6901 NW 16th St., Plantation 

1/14/15 
1-3p 

Policy 6000.1 Committee KCW Bldg., 13th Fl. Conf. Rm 
600 SE 3rd Avenue, Ft. Laud. 

1/28/15 
1-3p 

Policy 6000.1 Committee KCW Bldg., 13th Fl. Conf. Rm 
600 SE 3rd Avenue, Ft. Laud. 

1/28/15 
4:00p 

Supplier Diversity & Outreach 
Adv. Committee 

TSSC - Rm. #323 
7720 W. Oklnd Pk Blvd., Sunrise 

1/29/15 
10a 

Superintendent's Ins. & Wellness 
Advisory Committee (SIAC) 

(Purpose: Evaluate RFP for 
Employee Benefits Insurance 
Consultant Services, as well as any 
other matter the Committee deems 
important. Telephone conferencing 
or other telecommunications 
technology may be used in the 
conduct of this public meeting to 
permit absent Superintendent’s 
Insurance & Wellness Advisory 
Committee Members to participate 
in discussions, to be heard by other 
Committee Members, and the 
public, and to hear discussions 
taking place during the meeting.) 

KCW Bldg., Board Room 
600 SE 3rd Avenue, Ft. Laud. 

1/12/15 
2:30-4:30p 

Technology Advisory 
Committee (TAC) 

BECON - MGM Room 
6600 SW Nova Drive, Davie 

1/15/14 
1-3p 

Wellness and Learning Supports 
Committee  

KCW Bldg., 14th Fl. Conf. Rm 
600 SE 3rd Avenue, Ft. Laud. 

The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any policy or procedure, 
which results in discrimination on the basis of age, color, disability, gender identity, 
gender expression, national origin, marital status, race, religion, sex, or sexual 
orientation.  Individuals who wish to file a discrimination and/or harassment 
complaint may call the Director, Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance 
Department, at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158.  Individuals 
with disabilities requesting accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities 
Act Amendments Act of 2008 (ADAAA), may call Equal Educational 
Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department, at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine 
(TTY) 754-321-2158.   
 
Notice is hereby given that two or more Board Members of The School Board of Broward County, 
Florida, may be participating. 
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HALL-FERGUSON-
HEWITT MORTUARY

��
LUCIOUS C. BURKES JR., 73, Re-
tired Truck Driver, for USPS, died
December 10. Funeral will be held
11 am Saturday at Hall-Ferguson-
Hewitt Chapel.

BABY LAVARDO BUTLER, 11
days died December 13. Private
services will be held.

LOTTIE MAE TATE, 86, Retired
Nurse, for Mercy Hospital, died
December 14. Funeral will be held
11 am Saturday, at New Gamble
Memorial COGIC, 1898 NW 43
Street.
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JAY’S
FUNERAL HOME

��
LORETTA BROWN, 70, died De-
cember 16. Services are incom-
plete.

WILLIE COLLIER, 84, Mainte-
nance, died December 11. Serv-
ices are incomplete.

CHARLES ALEXANDER GREEN
JR, 7months, died December 12.
Services are incomplete.

MALCOLM HORN, 80, died De-
cember 13. Funeral will be held
11 am Saturday, at Jay-Johnson
Chapel.

CECINA RESIER, died December
16. Services are incomplete.

MOTHERMAEBELL THOMPSON,
101, died December 12. Services
will be held 11 am Saturday at
Perrine New Testament Church of
God.
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PAX VILLA
FUNERAL HOMES -

Miami

��
PRESSLEY FRANCOIS, died De-
cember 8 in Miami, FL. Funeral
will be held in Latortue, Haiti.

GARY PIERRE, died November
30, in Haiti. Funeral will be held at
First Interdenominational Haitian
Church, Miami, Florida.
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ROY MIZELL &
KURTZ

FUNERAL HOME

��
LORRAINE BOUYIE, 66, of
Lauderhill, died December 11.
Memorial service will be 1 pmSat-
urday at Roy Mizell & Kurtz Wor-
ship Center.

ANDREW L. JACKSON, 50, of
Lauderhill, died December 13. Fu-
neral will be held 10 am Saturday
at First Baptist Church Piney
Grove.

KEVIN A. JACKSON, 54, of Fort
Lauderdale, died December 13.
Funeral will be held 10 am Satur-
day at First Baptist Church Piney
Grove.

LILLIE MOLTIMORE, 61, of Park-
land, died December 13. Funeral
will be held 2pmSaturday at Plan-
tation Community Church.
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WRIGHT & YOUNG
FUNERAL HOME

��
PAULINE CURRY, 57, Poll Worker,
died December 6. Funeral will be
held 2 pm Saturday at Corner-
stone Christian Center.

EUGENE FULTON, 70, died De-
cember 5. Arrangements are in-
complete.

1 col x 1.87"

WASHINGTON (AP) — Photojournalist Michel du 
Cille, a three-time Pulitzer Prize winner who recently 
captured compelling images of Ebola patients and their 
caretakers, died in Liberia while on assignment for The 
Washington Post. He was 58. 

Executive Editor Martin Baron sent a statement to the 
newspaper staff informing them of du Cille's death. Bar-
on called du Cille “a beloved colleague and one of the 
world's most accomplished photographers.” 

The Post reported du Cille collapsed Thursday while 
returning on foot from a Liberian village where he'd been 
working on an assignment. He was taken over dirt roads 
to a hospital two hours away and was declared dead of an 

apparent heart attack. 
Du Cille won two Pulitzer Prizes as a photographer 

with the Miami Herald in the 1980s and shared a third in 
2008 as a reporter with the Post — an investigative public 
service series on the treatment of veterans at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center who were returning from Afghani-
stan and Iraq. He also spent several years as The Post's di-
rector of photography and an assistant managing editor. 

Among his assignments was coverage of civil wars 
in Liberia and Sierra Leone in the 1990s. He returned to 
West Africa this year to cover the Ebola outbreak, some-
times wearing heavy rubber gloves as he took the pic-
tures of the patients. 

In October, Syracuse University pulled an invitation 
for du Cille to attend a fall workshop for its communica-
tions school after a student raised concerns that he'd re-
cently been in West Africa covering the Ebola crisis. Du 
Cille insisted he had been symptom-free for the three 
weeks since his return and said he was “embarrassed 
and completely weirded out” by the university's deci-
sion. 

“The most disappointing thing is that the students 
at Syracuse have missed that moment to learn about 
the Ebola crisis, using someone who has been on the 
ground and seen it up close,” he said. “But they chose to 
pander to hysteria.” 

Born in 1956 in Kingston, Jamaica, du Cille moved 
with his family to the state of Georgia in the 1970s, 
where he began his career as a photographer at the 
Gainesville Times. He graduated from Indiana University 
in 1981 and received a master's degree in journalism 
from Ohio University in 1994. 

He is survived by his wife, Post photographer Nikki 
Kahn, and two children from a previous marriage. Ar-
rangements were being made to bring his body to 
Monrovia, Liberia's capital, Information Minister Lewis 
Brown told The Associated Press on Friday. 

Kenneth Irby, a faculty member at the Poynter In-
stitute for journalism, was friends with du Cille for 35 
years. Irby said du Cille should be remembered as a 
generous, compassionate photojournalist and as a de-
voted teacher who sought to enhance his field. 

“We lost not only a tremendous journalist but a gi-
ant of a human being,” Irby said. “The measure of this 
particular man will be weighed not only through the 
window or the framework of his three Pulitzer Prizes 
and his meritorious career. But a lot of folks don't know 
that Michel was a missionary at heart through his faith 
and through his family tradition and was a great giver 
of himself and understanding through his photography.” 
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HADLEY DAVIS
FUNERAL HOME -

MLK

��
MILTON ALLEN SAMUEL, 26,
Deli-man, died December 02, at
Jackson Memorial Hospital. Fu-
neral will be held 12 pm Saturday
in the chapel.

GLINNER HALYARD STEWART,
77, Adult Teacher, died December
13, at University ofMiami. Funeral
will be 11 amSaturday at St. Mary
Wesleyan Methodist Church.
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HADLEY DAVIS
FUNERAL HOME -
Miami Gardens

��
DONALD ANDERSON, 60, Me-
chanic, died December 11, at
Jackson North Hospital. Funeral
will be held 12 pmSaturday in the
chapel.

WILLIAM CAISON, 91, died De-
cember 7, at Aventura Hospital.
Funeral will be held 2 pm Satur-
day in the chapel.

ROSE GREEN, 50, Retired Man-
ager, died November 29, at North
Shore Hospital. Services will be
held 10 am Saturday at MLK
Chapel.
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MANKER
FUNERAL HOME

��
ETHEL MAE MATHIS, 59, Home-
maker, died Dec. 3, at her resi-
dence.Funeral will be held 1 pm
Saturday at Manker Memorial
Chapel.
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WADE
FUNERAL HOME

��
ADRIAN LAKENDRICK FERGU-
SON, 25, Director of Security, died
December 5, at JacksonMemorial
Hospital. Funeral will be held 1 pm
Saturday at St. Luke Missionary
Baptist Church.

KAREEM JABAR MCDONALD,
23, died November 16, in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida. Funeral will
be held 6 pm Thursday December
18, at Wade Funeral Home
Chapel.
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Michel du Cille

Pulitzer-winning photojournalist dies in Liberia
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RANGE
FUNERAL HOME

��
PRISCILLA ANNE CARR, 64, Ad-
ministrative Assistant, died De-
cember 14. Funeral 2 pm
Saturday at Range Chapel.

KAREN A. QUINN JOHNSON, 54,
Retired Clerk, for Miami Dade
County, died December 15. Fu-
neral will be held 2 pm Saturday
at New Birth Baptist Church
Cathedral of Faith International.

SUSIE MAE TAYLOR, 77, Entre-
preneur, died December 11. Fu-
neral 10 am Saturday at Range
Chapel.

1 col x 2.91"
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Prayerful Living

R
ecently on a flight home, a European female flight attendant saw me 
doing my devotional Bible study, using Instinct, the book written by 
Bishop T.D. Jakes. Seeing his picture, she struck up a conversation 
about the great role Bishop Jakes has played in her faith development. 

So excited, she was very loud about it. Initially concerned other passengers 
hearing us might complain about my distracting her from her work, apparently 
only I was concerned about that.

Our chat brought comfort and hope to me, about the future of our nation. As in 
Isaiah (40:9) she was, “A loud voice crying out into the wilderness preparing the 
way for the Lord,” in the racially divided wilderness of America. The Lord said to 
me, “Speak up, state your faith, too, in a loud voice, and give her back some of the 
comfort and hope she’s giving you.”  So I, too, raised my voice. 

As we shared our mutual impressions of T.D. Jakes’ very successful ministry and 
how his preaching had greatly affected us both and our growth. She looked over at 
Clarissa and asked: “Are you his wife?” Clarissa said, “Yes”. She then asked, “Isn’t 
it good being married to man of God?” Clarissa replied,  “Actually he is a Pastor”. 

I had not told her that. In an even louder voice she shouted, “Hallelujah, praise 
the Lord!” She really opened up then, and started witnessing to both of us. 

As she shared her journey, it was obvious she had followed preachers of all col-
ors. In what, I thought were our final words, she really touched 
me, as she expressed her grief over the tragic death of Pastor 
Miles Monroe and his wife and friends. 

Today God calls us all to know how good and amazing it is, to 
“Bring one another a new hope.” This flight attendant had no idea 
how much hope she brought this black Pastor.

As we departed the plane, she stopped me again and said, “God told 
me to give you these words.” On a napkin she had written, ‘The goodness of 
God leads man to repentance’. And above these words she wrote, “Reformation, 
Revelation, Restoration, Revival and Repentance.”

This cycle, she said, “Starts and ends with repentance.” And, the above word 
order, regardless of where you start them will always end in repentance. I was 
speechless. This flight attendant had given me what I now call, the “Cycle of HOPE.” 

In Dr. King’s time, we saw this cycle played out on TV. (The first time social media 
gave shape to a political movement). Today we see people of all 
colors marching together for the cause of justice. God’s mercy is 
preparing a new way, still using TV, but also now using Face Book, 
Twitter, You Tube, and Instagram, as we can see God’s voice crying out 
in the wilderness, saying prepare the way for the return of the Savior.

We should be encouraged by these social media events. God is using them 
to raise the valleys of injustice; to level the mountains of racism; and smooth over 
the rough places of human hardship. As we see His children marching together 
and, “Bringing One Another A New Hope,” and perhaps even bringing redemption 
to a sick society.  

Sinners are being called to account for their sins, of mur-
der, brutality, physical and sexual abuse and misconduct. 
Thus says the Lord, “This war will not last much longer”. 

The rich will soon not be allowed to take advantage of 
the poor.

The powerful will soon not be able to abuse the weak. 
The entitled will soon not be able to just slide by without 

doing and giving their fare share.
Thus says the Lord, “This war will not last much lon-

ger”.  
The good will soon get rest and the bad will soon find 

themselves destroyed, for in the “Cycle of Hope” the 
goodness of God always leads to repentance. 

Thanks (in my opinion) to a good President, the 
Love of God is making room for a new government. 
One built upon the shoulders of Jesus Christ, which 
ultimately will bring glory to God.

Christ himself has come among us, bringing all 
His treasures; love, grace, mercy, forgiveness and 
hope!

The Rev. Dr. R. Joaquin Willis is pastor of the 
Church of the Open Door UCC in Miami’s Liberty 
City community. He may be reached at 305-759-
0373 or pastor@churchoftheopendoormiami.org

“Bringing One Another

A New Hope ”
THE REV. DR.

R. JOAQUINWILLIS

“Comfort, comfort my people says your God. … A voice of one  
calling in the wilderness, ‘prepare the way for the Lord; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God.”  ~ Isaiah 40:1,  3 NIV
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2014-2015  Upcoming Highlights

TICKETS at aventuracenter.org
Ticketmaster 800.745.3000  
Groups & Info 877.311.7469 All programs, artists, dates and times are subject to change.

#aventuracenter

Back on Broadway
Celebrate the Magic of the Great White Way

January 23

So Good For The Soul: 
A Tribute to the Music of Motown

January 17

The Fella Sings Ella
An evening celebrating the First Lady of Song

February 21

Earl Turner’s Box of 45’s 
Multi-talented songwriter, musician and dancer

March 29

The Bronx Wanderers
50s, 60s and 70s Rock N’ Roll Experience

February 19

The Doo Wop Project
The greatest Music in American and Rock History

February 7
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Annie is good holiday fare
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A 3 ARTS ENTERTAINMENT PRODUCTIONA JOLIE PAS PRODUCTIONUNIVERSAL PICTURES AND LEGENDARY PICTURES PRESENT

DIRECTED
BY ANGELINA JOLIEAND RICHARD LAGRAVENESE AND WILLIAM NICHOLSONSCREENPLAY

BY JOEL COEN & ETHAN COENBASED ON
THE BOOK BY LAURA HILLENBRAND

DOMHNALL GLEESON“UNBROKEN” JACK O’CONNELL MIYAVI FINN WITTROCKGARRETT HEDLUND ALEXANDRE DESPLATMUSIC
BY

MATTHEW BAER p.g.a. ERWIN STOFFCLAYTON TOWNSEND p.g.a.ANGELINA JOLIE p.g.a.
PRODUCED

 BYTHOMAS TULL JON JASHNIMICK GARRISEXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS

VISUAL EFFECTS AND ANIMATION BY INDUSTRIAL LIGHT & MAGIC

THIS FILM CONTAINS DEPICTIONS 
OF TOBACCO CONSUMPTION

SOUNDTRACK ON 
PARLOPHONE RECORDS A UNIVERSAL PICTURE

© 2014 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

W I N N E R

ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR
NATIONAL BOARD OF REVIEW

 AWARDS

ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR

T O P  1 0  L I S T

ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR
PETER TRAVERS

W I N N E R
T O P  1 0  L I S T

ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR
AFRICAN-AMERICAN FILM CRITICS ASSOCIATION

STARTS CHRISTMAS DAY CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR  
THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.LIVEFORFILMS.COM 
The cast of “Annie” performs “Tomorrow” on the streets of Harlem in New York City.

By KIMBERLY GRANT 
Special to South Florida Times

The reboot of Annie is 
not a Christmas film, it is 
just right for the season.  
In the Will Gluck adapta-
tion (he wrote and direct-
ed the film), Annie (played 
by Quvenzhane Wallis) is 
a 10-year-old foster child 
in Harlem, who lives with 
four other foster girls under 
the hateful gaze of Coleen 
Hannigan (Cameron Diaz).  
After a chance run-in, Annie 
meets cell phone tycoon and 
mayoral candidate William 
Stacks (Jamie Foxx).  That’s 
when Will’s campaign advi-
sor Guy (Bobby Cannavale) 
talks Will into taking Annie 
in for a few weeks to boost 
Will’s campaign chances.

Screenwriters Gluck and 
Aline Brosh McKenna (based 
on Thomas Meehan’s stage 
playbook, which was based 
on the comic strip Little 
Orphan Annie by Harold 
Gray) have a nice, heartfelt 
story of a little girl who just 
wants what most kids take 
for granted: parents who 
love her unconditionally.  It’s 
a simple story that’s told 
in a way that will keep the 
audience entertained and 
the kids relating to being a 
kid and wanting to be loved. 

Produced by James 
Lassiter (a long-time Will 
Smith collaborator), Jada 
Pinkett Smith, Will Smith, 
Caleeb Pinkett (Jada’s 
younger brother), Jay Z, and 

Tyran “Ty Ty” Smith (Jay’s 
childhood friend),  this film 
was expected to be a black 
version of the classic play/
film.  It was also intended to 
be a family affair behind and 
in front of the camera, but 
Willow Smith (daughter of 
Will and Jada) decided that 
she wanted to be a kid and 
the role fell on the talented 
Quvenzhane. 

If you’re feeling a bit 
of déjà vu, it’s because 
Wallis’ breakout role was as 
an orphan in the indie hit 
Beasts of the Southern Wild.  
She was superb in that film 
and great in Annie , as well.  
Who knew she could sing?

Speaking of singing, if 
you’re not a fan of musicals 
then you won’t be too 
annoyed with this film.  
The story of love, family, 
and knowing what’s really 
important in life is woven 
into this film, where singing 
seems to be more of an 
afterthought than the main 
attraction.  Given that 
this is based on an actual 
musical that could be a bad 
thing.  However, the play 
was adapted to cater to 
people who like movies, not 
necessarily plays.

Likewise, crowd favor-
ites like Hard Knock Life 
and Tomorrow have been 
given an upgrade to appeal 
to audiences today, yet still 
hold the same meaning they 
did for adult audience mem-
bers who are fans of the 
1982 classic, which starred 

Carol Burnett, Tim Curry, 
and Bernadette Peters.

As remakes go, this one 
pays homage to the original, 
yet creates a fresh take for 
a new audience.  It tiptoes 
across the thin line between 
family friendly and dripping 
with cheese.  But, this film is 
for a younger generation, so 
it’s perfect.

Wallis comes to life as 
Annie, but it seems that this 
may be a waste of her tal-
ent.  After seeing her heart-
breaking Hushpuppy two 
years ago, it’s hard to see 
her as a saccharine sweet 
little girl who just wants to 
be reunited with her par-
ents.  She’s more of a tough 
kid with street smarts, who 
just wants to be reunited 
with her parents.  

Foxx gives a great per-
formance as a germaphobe 
candidate, who is allergic 
to children and has a bad 
gag reflex. Incidentally, Will 
Stacks is a nice little update 
from the “Daddy Warbucks” 
character in the 1982 clas-
sic.  

During the holiday sea-
son, audiences crave they 
can enjoy with the whole 
family, and Annie is just that 
film.  It shows that you don’t 
need a big action produc-
tion budget to draw a crowd.  
You just need a good story 
that speaks to the heart of 
family.
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Holiday favorites get a jazz flair 

Lisa Fischer

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ARTIST 
MANAGEMENT

Gregory Porter

Ramsey Lewis
PHOTO COURTESY OF MICHAEL COAKES
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“Best by choice not by chance”

for free instant 24 hour web service visit our website
www.josephinsurancegroup.com

•  FLOOD
•  AUTO/PIP/SR22
•  MOTORCYCLE
•  RENTERS
•  CONDO UNITS OWNER
•  MOBILE HOME/RV

•  MEDICARE ADVANTAGE
•  LIFE
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•  BOAT

A-1 STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS

3600 South State Road 7, Suite 9, Miramar, FL 33023

general@josephinsurancegroup.com
OFF: 954-367-6005

OFF #2: 954 251-1381
FAX: 954-981-0144

JOSEPH INSURANCE GROUP (JIG)

Holiday tradition: Seraphic Fire performs Handel’s ‘Messiah’
Staff Report

FORT LAUDERDALE — Seraphic Fire, South 
Florida’s most dynamic and eclectic vocal en-
semble, brings the season alive with a cho-
rus, orchestra and the unforgettable music of 
Handel’s Messiah at 8 p.m. Friday in the Au-
Rene Theater at the Broward Center for the 
Performing Arts  as part of the 2014-2015 Bro-
ward Center Classical Series. 

Performances of Messiah have become 
a holiday tradition for many as Seraphic Fire 
breathes fresh life and clarity into the work 
and creates a listening experience that is both 
familiar and excitingly new. Anchored by the 
thunderous Hallelujah Chorus, it is an indisput-
able masterpiece that must be experienced 
live. 

From chart-topping recordings to eclectic 
performances praised by the Miami Herald 
for its “consistent polish and excellence,” Se-
raphic Fire is widely regarded as one of the 
most important vocal ensembles in the United 
States as it enters its second decade.  

The ensemble’s recording of Brahms: Ein 
Deutsches Requiem and A Seraphic Fire Christ-
mas were nominated for Grammy Awards. Se-
raphic Fire’s artistic accomplishments have 
translated to chart-topping album sales: its re-
lease of Monteverdi’s Vespers of the Blessed 
Virgin (1610) reached the number one posi-
tion on the iTunes classical music charts, its 
Brahms: Ein Deutsches Requiem debuted at 
number seven on Billboard Magazine’s clas-
sical charts and its newest Christmas release 
broke into the top ten on the iTunes classical 
charts on the day of its release. 

Tickets are $35 to $75 with club level 
tickets available for $115. Buy tickets online 
at BrowardCenter.org or Ticketmaster.com; 
by phone at 800.745.3000 or TTD/TTY at 
800.359.2525; in person at Ticketmaster out-
lets or the Broward Center’s AutoNation Box 
Office. 

The Broward Center for the Performing Arts 
is located in the Riverwalk Arts & Entertain-
ment District at 201 SW Fifth Avenue in Fort 
Lauderdale.

More traditions: ‘RUDOLPH’ the 
musical flies into South Florida

Staff Report

WEST PALM BEACH — Some 50 years 
after the beloved stop-motion animated 
classic Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 

made its network television debut, the 
longest running and highest rated 

television special comes to life, 
live on stage with Rudolph the 

Red-Nosed Reindeer: The 
Musical (www.rudolphthe-
musical.com). 

The tour visits 25 
North American cities 
through Dec. 27. In South 
Florida, the show pre-
mieres Dec. 23 at the Kra-

vis Center, 701 Okeechobee 
Blvd. in West Palm Beach. 

Shows are at 2 and 7 p.m.
The world’s most famous 

reindeer and his holly jolly cast of 
iconic characters including Hermey 
the Elf, Yukon Cornelius and the 
Abominable Snow Monster star in 
a musical so faithful to the original 
show that it practically transports 
audience members into a televi-

sion special.
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-

deer: The Musical is a new tradition for 
families and theatregoers of all ages,” 

says producing partner Jonathan Flom. “Au-
dience feedback has been overwhelmingly 
positive thanks to our creative team and the 

incredibly talented cast lead by Lexy Baeza 
starring as Rudolph.  Lexy won the role not 
only because of her experience and talent, 
but because she was able to emulate Ru-
dolph’s voice better than anyone else.”.

The story tells the tale of a young Ru-
dolph who, because of the appearance 
of his bright, shining nose, is ousted from 
the Reindeer Games in Christmas-town. 
He flees town, meets up with new friends 
Hermey and Yukon, and a series of funny 
and endearing adventures ensue including 
a visit to The Island of Misfit Toys. Rudolph 
journeys home, where a snowstorm of epic 
proportions is threatening Christmas. Can 
Rudolph save his family and friends and 
help Santa save the holiday?

This year, PACER’s National Bullying 
Prevention Center is encouraging parents 
to use the relatable story of Rudolph to ad-
dress the issue of bullying with their chil-
dren. Flom says, “Just like Rudolph, each of 
us shines bright in our own way. If we can 
embrace things that make us different, the 
world will be a brighter place.” 

To help guide a discussion before or af-
ter watching Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer: The Musical, parents and educators 
can access resources that use the story as 
a platform for teaching important lessons by 
visiting http://PACER.org/ShineBright.The 
touring version of Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer: The Musical is directed by Dana 
Solimando and produced by Michael Cohl & 
S2BN’s  Alison Spiriti and Justin Sudds. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KRAVIS CENTER
Rudolph, Santa, Elves

starts friday, december 19
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

MUSIC
BY CHARLES STROUSE LYRICS

BY MARTIN CHARNIN AND ON “LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE”  © AND ® TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
SCREENPLAY

BY WILL GLUCK AND ALINE BROSH McKENNA PRODUCED
BY JAMES LASSITER  WILL GLUCK  JADA PINKETT SMITH & WILL SMITH  CALEEB PINKETT 

DIRECTED
BY WILL GLUCKSHAWN “JAY Z” CARTER  LAURENCE “JAY” BROWN  TYRAN “TY TY” SMITH

COLUMBIA PICTURES PRESENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH VILLAGE ROADSHOW PICTURES
AN OVERBROOK ENTERTAINMENT/MARCY MEDIA FILMS/OLIVE BRIDGE ENTERTAINMENT PRODUCTION A WILL GLUCK FILM “ANNIE”

THOMAS MEEHANBOOK
BYANNIEBASED ON THE

MUSICAL STAGE PLAY
EXECUTIVE

PRODUCERS CELIA COSTAS  ALICIA EMMRICHEXECUTIVE MUSIC PRODUCER
AND FILM SCORE BY GREG KURSTINEXECUTIVE MUSIC

SUPERVISOR MATT SULLIVAN
JAMIE FOXX QUVENZHANÉ WALLIS ROSE BYRNE BOBBY CANNAVALE ADEWALE AKINNUOYE-AGBAJE DAVID ZAYAS AND  CAMERON DIAZ

 Seraphic Fire

music and 
pop culture

PHOTO COURTESY OF RAVINIA FESTIVAL
Ramsey Lewis

Staff Report

MIAMI — The Adrienne Arsht Center 
for the Performing Arts of Miami-Dade 
County and Larry Rosen, together with 

presenting sponsor Wells Fargo join 
in the spirit of the holiday season 
with Jazz Roots – A Larry Rosen Jazz 

Series – Celebration, at 8 p.m. 
Friday in the John S. and James 
L. Knight Concert Hall, 1300 
Biscayne Blvd. This special 
concert starring one of 
the great legends of jazz 
Ramsey Lewis, and the 

remarkable talents of Grammy winning 
vocalists Gregory Porter and Lisa Fischer, 
promises to be a magical evening of 
extraordinary jazz music accentuated 
with a few holiday favorites. 

Tickets range from $25 to $150 
and may be purchased now through the 
Adrienne Arsht Center box office by call-
ing (305) 949-6722 or online at www.
arshtcenter.org.

“This is a special show for 
the most special time of the 
year. We are excited to present 
these three great artists and to 
share in the spirit of the sea-
son as only a Jazz Roots con-
cert can on the Knight Concert 
Hall stage,” said John Richard, 
president and CEO of the Arsht 
Center. 

“I can’t think of a better 
way to celebrate jazz during 

the holidays than with one 
of the greatest legends of all times. 

Not only does Ramsey Lewis bring 
“joy to the world” with his music, 

his vast contributions as an 
educator truly embrace the 

meaning behind our Jazz 
Roots concert series and 

educational program,” 
said Larry Rosen, co-

creator and pro-
ducer.  

NEA jazz master and piano virtuoso 
Ramsey Lewis is joined by 2014 Grammy 
Award winner for Best Jazz Vocal Album 
Gregory Porter and Grammy-winning R&B 
vocalist Lisa Fischer. 

Often referred to as “the great per-
former,” Ramsey Lewis is an iconic leader 
in the jazz movement for more than 50 
years. The multiple Grammy awardee and 
host of the prestigious Legends of Jazz 

PBS TV series has an unforget-
table sound and outgoing per-
sonality that has allowed him to 
cross over to the pop and R&B 
charts with such memorable 
hits as The In Crowd, and Hang 
on Sloopy. 

He is joined by singing 
sensation Gregory Porter, 
dubbed “the next great jazz 
singer” by NPR, which also 
named his Grammy Award-
winning album Liquid Spirit, 

“Album of the Year!”  On tour with the 
Rolling Stones for 26 years and count-
ing, Lisa Fischer “gloriously sings her 
heart out and reveals a piece of her soul 
every night," according to Rolling Stones 
Fanzine. Millions live in concert and on 
YouTube have celebrated her duets 
with Mick Jagger on Gimme Shelter. 
She has performed and recorded 
with world-renowned artists includ-
ing Sting, Chaka Khan, Luther 
Vandross, Tina Turner, Billy Childs 

and Trent Reznor. Since her featured 
role in the Oscar-winning 2013 docu-
mentary Twenty Feet From Stardom she 
has begun touring with her own band, 
allowing her “wondrous instrument” to 
“mesmerize, haunt and seduce,” “taking 
listeners on a journey filled with generous 
heart, soul and spirituality.” (Minneapolis 
Star-Tribune)

Daniel Azoulay, the exclusive photog-
rapher for Jazz Roots will do a pre- and 
post-show book signing of Jazz Backstage 
R e t r o s p e c t i v e 2 0 0 8 -
2012. The 450-
page hard-
cover book 
is the first 
documen-
tary and 
h i s t o r y 
of Larry 
Rosen’s Jazz 
Roots concert 
series.
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technology
Review: 4 shopping apps that will save you money

NEW YORK (AP) — Want to save some cash while holiday 
shopping? The best tool can be a smartphone packed with 
the right apps. 

Some apps give you coupons you can hand to the cashier 
to scan, while others let you flip through advertising deals 
and promotions. Others let you scan barcodes at the store 
and check if there are cheaper options online. 

I found four apps to recommend after testing more than 
a dozen over the past month. All four are easy to use and 
nicely designed. 

Before you hit the mall, though, you might want to turn 
off notifications for these apps. Some of them will send you 
an alert every time a deal pops up, which can get annoying. 

• Retale (available for Apple and Android devices) 
Promotional circulars found in newspapers can now be 

delivered to your phone or tablet. Open the Retale app to get 
fliers for stores near you. I found circulars for Macy’s, Target, 
Toys R Us, Best Buy and other national retailers. 

If a circular has coupons, Retale slaps a small green icon 
with scissors on it. This way, you don’t have to sift through 
each page to find them. When you open a circular with cou-
pons, you simply tap it once to “clip”’ all the coupons. That 
places them into a separate folder to use when you get to the 
store. At Macy’s, I used a 20 percent discount coupon that 
was scanned from the app at the register. You can also print 
out coupons if you prefer. 

I tried four different apps that digitize circulars, but Retale 
was the easiest to use and had the best design. 

• RetailMeNot (available for Apple and Android devices) 
I tested several coupon apps, but I end up coming back to 

RetailMeNot. It’s easy to use, and 
its map function can find deals at 
stores near you. 

Tap the heart icon to select 
your favorite shops. You’ll be able 
to see deals at those stores quick-
ly when you open the app. I used 
a 20 percent off coupon at Best 
Buy, saving me about $10 off a 
$50 Magic Bullet blender set. 

You get both in-store coupons 
and codes for stores’ websites. 
While I was at Gap and Steve Mad-
den, for instance, there wasn’t a 
coupon available for in-store use. 
But I saw a 30 percent coupon for 
Gap.com and a 20 percent cou-
pon for SteveMadden.com, so I 
left and bought the items online. 

• Amazon and RedLaser (avail-
able for Apple, Android and Windows devices) 

Price matching is spreading to more stores, and you’ll 
need these two apps to do it. Wal-Mart Stores Inc. is the 
latest company to promise to match cheaper prices you 
find online. Other retailers, including Best Buy Co. Inc.,  
Target Inc. and Toys R Us Inc., have been price matching for 
a few years. 

Use the Amazon App to scan barcodes of items in the re-
tail store and see how much the online retailer charges. If you 
find a better price, show the app to a cashier. To find prices 

elsewhere, use RedLaser. The app, which 
is owned by eBay Inc., shows prices for oth-
er online stores when you scan a barcode. 

Policies vary, and retailers typically ac-
cept matches only from specific rivals. For 
example, all of them exclude third-party 
merchants that use Amazon. The item 
shown on the Amazon App must be sold 
and shipped by Amazon.com Inc. I was 
rejected at Best Buy for one item sold by 
a third party. With RedLaser, the store will 
honor only some prices found. Target, for 
instance, accepts online matches from its 
own website, Amazon, Wal-Mart, Best Buy 
and Toys R Us. So if you find a lower price 
at Sears or Kmart, you still have to pay the 
regular price. 

Even with those restrictions, I have still 
gotten cashiers at Best Buy and Target to 

knock as much as $15 off an item.

U.S watches more streamed videos
NEW YORK 

(AP) — Americans 
are turning away 
from live TV on the 
tube and tuning in 
to streaming ser-
vices, a Nielsen 
report says. 

That’s bad 
news for cable and 
satellite TV pro-
viders. Americans 
are increasingly 
watching TV shows 
and movies on 
Netflix, Hulu, Ama-
zon streaming and 
other services. 
CBS and HBO have 
announced stand-
alone streaming 
services as well. 

About 45 per-
cent of Americans 
stream television shows at least once a month, ac-
cording to research firm eMarketer. That number is ex-
pected to increase to 53 percent or 175 million people 
by 2018, it says. 

According to the Nielsen report, which came out 
this month, the average daily time spent watching live 

TV fell 12 minutes 
in the third quarter 
to four hours and 
32 minutes. That 
means it dropped 
nearly 4 percent 
to 141 hours per 
month. 

Meanwhile, time 
spent watching 
streaming services 
jumped 60 percent 
to nearly 11 hours 
each month. 

That’s still a 
small amount com-
pared with live TV, 
but it is growing 
quickly. 

“Content is still 
king, but consum-
ers are shaping 
their own content-
discovery experi-

ence, and the evolving media landscape has not less-
ened consumer demand for quality, professionally 
produced content,” Dounia Turrill, senior vice presi-
dent of insights at Nielsen, said in a statement. “What 
has changed is the number and reliability of new me-
dia available to viewers.” 
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  Dec. 19

Please email your event to news@sfltimes.com by the preceding Thursday at 10 a.m.

Dec. 18-26

COMPILED By MARISSA CLARKE
Special to South Florida Times

events calendar

All Arts Open Mic: Comedian Richy 
Lala hosts this open mic event, which 
features local singers, spoken word art-
ists, comedy and more! 9 p.m. at The 
Funky Buddha Lounge, 2621 N. Federal 
Highway. $3 or two canned goods for 
charity. 561-512-8472.

Historic Ghost Tour: Put your detec-
tive hat on and learn about the history 
of paranormal activity at the Estate. The 
League of Paranormal Investigators will 
help examine evidence and you’ll get a 
chance to walk through the grounds and 
historical houses to test your investiga-
tive skills. Bring your pendulums, dowsing 
rods, EMF meters, voice recorders and 
cameras. Be sure to dress comfortably, 
bring a flashlight and closed toe shoes 
are recommended. 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
Deering Estate at Cutler, 16701 SW 72nd 
Ave., Miami. $30. 305-235-1668 or www.
deeringestate.org. 

The Grammy-nominated group performs 
Handel’s Messiah under the direction of 
Patrick Dupre Quigley.  8 p.m. at Broward 
Center for the Performing Arts, 201 SW 
Fifth Ave., Fort Lauderdale. $35-$75. 954-
462-0222. 

  Dec. 18

PHOTO COURTESY OF METROCREATIVE.COM

The Nutcracker:  The 
Miami City Ballet per-
forms in George Bal-
anchine’s classic bal-
let. The holiday classic 
follows a little girl 
who travels through a 
winter wonderland of 
dancing snowflakes 
and sugar plum fairies 
with the Nutcracker 
Prince. The story 
also features a major 
battle between toy 
soldiers and mice and 
features an appear-
ance. 7:30 p.m. today, 
2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, 2 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, 1 p.m. and 
6:30 p.m. Sunday at 
Adrienne Arsht Center, 
1300 Biscayne Blvd., 
Miami. $25-$79. 305-
949-6722 or www.
miamicityballet.org. 
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Read Between the Wines: The Muse-
um’s book club will discuss Todd Burpo’s 
Heaven is for Real. The New York Times 
bestseller discusses the near-death expe-
rience of Burpo’s son, and he recounts the 
experiences his son relates from visits that 
he says he made in Heaven. 6 to 7 p.m. at 
Museum of Art, One E. Las Olas Blvd., Fort 
Lauderdale. Free with museum admission 
of $10. 954-262-0204. 

Vertigo: Catch Alfred Hitchcock’s classic 
tale of obsession, manipulation and fear. 
James Stewart as a former detective with 
vertigo and agoraphobia who is hired to 
follow a friend’s wife (Kim Novak) who is 
behaving strangely. 7 p.m. at PAMM, 1103 
Biscayne Blvd., Miami. Free with museum 
admission of $16, $12 students with ID. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROCKINMAMA.NET

  Dec. 19 Big Night in  
     Little Haiti: 

The Haitian konpa group Gabel performs. 
The group has released four albums since 
hitting the scene in 2008 and are sure to 
put on an unforgettable show. Hector Lo-
miny and band are the opening act. Kids 
are sure to have fun with hands-on art 
activities presented by Positive Impact 
Foundation. 6  to 10 p.m. at the Little 
Haiti Cultural Center, 212 NE 59th Terr., 
Miami. Free. 305-672-5202. 

  Dec. 18

PHOTO COURTESY OF KYAFA ENTERTAINMENT

Seraphic Fire: 

Winter Festival: Celebrate the holidays 
in South Floridian style with rides, live mu-
sic and “snow” at this 
annual event. 
A twenty-four 
foot snow tubing
slide is sure to 
be a fun ride 
and bring your 
 to take pictures 
with Santa. 
6-10 p.m. at 
Margate City Center, Margate Blvd. and 
US 441 in Margate. Free. 954-972-6458. 

  Dec 20

  Dec 20

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE WORLDRACE.ORG

Frozen Party:
Wear your favorite Frozen costume 
and watch the sing-a-long version 
of the movie! While the movie plays 
have fun creating arts and crafts 
and taking pictures with Elsa and 
Anna from the movie. 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the Mandel Public Library, 
411 Clematis St., West Palm Beach. 
Free. 561-868-7700. 

The Polar Express: Dress in your favorite pa-
jamas and watch the classic movie starring 
Tom Hanks. On Christmas Eve, a boy boards 
a train that’s headed to the North Pole and 
Santa Claus’ home. Play games before the 
screening and hot chocolate and pop corn 
will be available for purchase. 6:30 p.m. at 
Mizner Park Amphitheater, 327 Plaza Real, 
Boca Raton. Free. 561-362-0606. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF EBAY.CA

Spirit of the Holidays: Pianist 
Robin Spielberg performs holi-
day tunes, songs from the Great 
American Songbook, original 
piano solos and more. Spielberg 
has sold over a million CDs and 
has traveled the country with her 
enchanting performances. 7:30 
p.m. at Kravis Center for the Per-
forming Arts, 701 Okeechobee 
Blvd., West Palm Beach. $35. 
561-832-7469.

  Dec. 21

PHOTO COURTESY OF WORLDREDEYE

The Natural World: Enjoy an afternoon 
of chamber music for strings with a vari-
ety of works by assorted Baroque compos-
ers. Violinist Roberto Gonzalez-Monjas 
performs with the New World Symphony 
string section. 2 p.m. at the New World 
Center, 500 17th St., Miami Beach. $15. 
305-673-3330. 

Holiday Concert: The Universal Truth 
Center for Better Living presents Magnify, 
which is a metaphysical interpretation of 
the Christmas birth story. The combined 
choirs, dancers and instrumentalists join 
with narrators to recount the ageless with a 
mix of traditional, contemporary and gospel 
music. 7 p.m. at UTC, 21310 NW 37th Ave., 
Miami Gardens. Free. 305-624-4991.

Margate City Center, Margate Blvd. and 
US 441 in Margate. Free. 954-972-6458. 

 costume 
and watch the sing-a-long version 
of the movie! While the movie plays 
have fun creating arts and crafts 
and taking pictures with Elsa and 
Anna from the movie. 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the Mandel Public Library, 
411 Clematis St., West Palm Beach. 

Center for Better Living presents Magnify, 
which is a metaphysical interpretation of 
the Christmas birth story. The combined 
choirs, dancers and instrumentalists join 
with narrators to recount the ageless with a 
mix of traditional, contemporary and gospel 
music. 7 p.m. at UTC, 21310 NW 37th Ave., 
Miami Gardens. Free. 305-624-4991.

    Dec 23
Tasty Traditions of the Botanical Holiday:
Dorothee Rubin, a food historian, will share 
stories about sugar plums and more! While 
listening to the tales enjoy a drink of eggnog, 
learn how to roast chestnuts on an open fire 
and learn what to do with your gifted fruit-
cake. 10 a.m. to noon at the Miami Beach 
Botanical Garden, 2000 Convention Center 
Dr., Miami Beach. Free. 305-673-7256. 

 Dec 26
Art and Wine Promenade: Enjoy a glass 
of wine as you stroll the promenade listening 
to live music, view work by Streetside Artists 
and more! 6 p.m. at Northwood Village, be-
tween Broadway and Dixie Highway in West 
Palm Beach. Free. 561-822-2222 
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Deck the Halls with  
Ugly Sweaters
Host an ugly sweater 
holiday party

FAMILY FEATURES  — The 
holiday season is all about 
making fun memories. Why 
not wear something no one 
will soon forget at your own 
ugly sweater party? 

Hosting one is simple — 
have everyone show up in 
the tackiest holiday apparel 
they can find, whether from 
their closet, at a thrift store 
or something they “blinged” 
on their own. 

With the party attire 
planned, try these easy 
and ugly dessert idea:

•SOFT, SWEET AND SO 
UGLY CAKES: If your guests’ 
apparel doesn’t grab 
attention, your cake sure 
will. Use the Ugly Sweater 
Cake Pan to bake the cake. 
Style the decorating after 
your own garment — use 
buttercream or fondant, 
holiday-shaped sprinkles 

and icing decorations to 
add some ugly to your cake.

•COOKIE DECORATING 
FUN: Bring the classic sea-
sonal activity to your party 
by having guests decorate 
their own sweater cookies. 
Set up a decorating sta-
tion with the Tacky Sweater 
Cookie Kit. With 12 pre-
baked vanilla cookies, a 
dozen of your friends can 
have a blast decorating with 
the included green and red 
icing and sprinkles. 

•WARM UP WITH 
LATTES: Who doesn’t love 
sipping hot beverages by 
a warm fire with friends? 
Brew delicious Spirit of the 
Season Mocha Lattes to 
toast a merry Christmas. 
Offer assorted liqueurs for 
an adults-only party.

1

1/4
3

2/3
1/3
1/2

package (16.25 ounces)  
Devil’s Food cake mix
cup hot cocoa mix
eggs
cup water
cup vegetable oil
teaspoon peppermint extract

Buttercream icing
Red Decorator Preferred Rolled Fondant
White Decorator Preferred Rolled Fondant
Primary Colored Fondant Multipack 
Piping Gel
String licorice
Sprinkles: Sugar Pearls, Trees, Yellow Colored Sugar

Preheat oven to 325°F. 
Spray Ugly Sweater Cake 
Pan with vegetable pan 
spray.

In large bowl, beat cake 
mix, hot cocoa mix, eggs, 
water, vegetable oil and 
peppermint extract with 
electric mixer at low speed 
30 seconds. Scrape bottom 

and sides of bowl; beat at 
medium speed 2 minutes. 

Pour batter into prepared 
pan, spreading to even 
thickness. Bake minutes 
44–47 minutes or until 
toothpick inserted into 
center of cake comes out 
clean. Cool in pan on cooling 
grid 10 minutes. Remove 

from pan; cool completely on 
grid. 

With spatula, lightly ice 
cooled cake. Roll out red 
fondant 1/8 inch thick; cover 
cake. Knead small amount of 
white fondant into remaining 
red fondant, white with small 
amount of yellow fondant, 
small amount of yellow 

fondant with green fondant. 
Roll out all colors of fondant 
separately, 1/16 inch thick. 
Using holiday cutters, patterns 
or cut free-form, to make 
collar, ornaments and sweater 
neckline, cuffs and bottom 
band. Use piping gel to attach 
licorice ornament hangers, 
sprinkles and sugars. 

Spirit of 
the Season 
Mocha Latte

2

2

6
1/2

cups very hot strong 
brewed coffee
cups Wilton Dark 
Cocoa Candy Melts 
Candy 
cups milk
cup chocolate syrup

Assorted liqueurs and spir-
its (optional), such as: peppermint 
schnapps, Irish cream liqueur, creamy 
rum liqueur, chocolate-flavored 
liqueur, cinnamon schnapps, caramel-
flavored vodka

In large bowl, pour coffee over 
dark cocoa Candy Melts candy; let sit 
to melt. 

In large microwave-safe bowl, heat 
milk and chocolate syrup until steam-
ing, about 4 minutes. Whisk milk vigor-
ously to froth. Whisk in candy mixture 
until combined. 

Divide lattes evenly between eight 
mugs. If desired, add 1 ounce of your 

choice of liqueur to each drink.
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